UNVEILING GREEK MYTHOLOGY

ﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁ 2

James Baldwin &%

W 5% ik i




UNVEILINGNGOREEK MYTHOLOGY

U UTE R AT
.




BE AR H B =7 . 25-2008-178 &
BHEEME B (CIP) 512

i 6 A B AT 5. 2 R E TR / (%)% T (Baldwin, J.) % . ¥ £ i i%.
—HE R E R RGN , 2009.7

ISBN 978-7-5100-0875-7

I.#- T.0%--Q@F - . OXiE—iiE-—st8 ik Dbt
& E-FHm IV.H319.4: 1

B A B8 $ 48 CIP #0454 F (2009) # 100966 5

B 5 fE 4 iE 2

James Baldwin

¥ ¥k

S woo

i
&
W o b

M%7 ZTORE T L)

H B WAk K A 85 5

% 710003

W& 029-87214941 87233647 ( 7 % & 44 ¥ )
029-87232980( % % = )

H 029-87279675

H AEE WAL

Rl B S R Pp A R 8]

& 880x1230 1/32

i 575

£

i R 2009410 A% 18 2009 4 10 A % 1 k5 A
B 5 ISBN 978-7-5100-0875-7
E  fft 32007 (8 13k MP3 % #)

Yoo AR R EF R AN E A




Preface

Perhaps no other stories
have ever been told so often
or listened to with so much
pleasure as the classic tales of
ancient Greece. For many ages
they have been a source of -
delight to young people and - 3
old, to the ignorant and the Hianar e RisBiidle
learned, to all who love to hear about and contemplate

things mysterious, beautiful and grand.

They have become so incorporated into our language
and thought, and so interwoven with our literature, that
we could not do away with them now if we would. They
are a portion of our heritage from the distant past, and
they form perhaps as important a part of our intellectual
life as they did of that of the people among whom they
originated.

I have here attempted to tell a few stories of Jupiter and
his mighty company and of some of the old Greek heroes,
simply as stories, nothing more. I have carefully avoided
every suggestion of interpretation. Attempts at analysis
and explanation will always prove fatal to a reader’s
appreciation and enjoyment of such stories.

To inculcate the idea that these tales are merely



descriptions of certain natural phenomena expressed

in narrative and poetic form, is to deprive them of

their highest charm; it is like turning precious gold into
utilitarian iron; it is changing a delightful romance into a
dull scientific treatise. The wise teacher will take heed not
to be guilty of such an error.

It will be observed that while each of the stories in this
volume is wholly independent of the others and may be
read without any knowledge of those which precede it,
there is nevertheless a certain continuity from the first to
the last, giving to the collection a completeness like that
of a single narrative.

In order that the young people of our own country
and time may be the better able to read these stories in
the light in which they were narrated long ago, I have
told them in simple language, keeping the supernatural
element as far as possible in the background, and nowhere
referring to Jupiter and his mighty company as gods.

I have hoped thus to free the narrative still more from
everything that might detract from its interest simply as a
story.

J.B.
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God and Goddess
in Greek and Roman Mythology

Greek Roman
I Zeus Jupiter » principal god of the Greek
pantheon
» ruler of the heavens
» king of the sky and the earth
2 Hera Juno » principal goddess of the
Pantheon
» queen of the Gods
» goddess of marriage
3 Poseidon Neptune » king of the sea, earthquakes and
horses
4 Hades Pluto » god of the dead
» ruler of the underworld
5 Persephone » queen of the Dead, grain-
goddess
6 Demeter  Ceres » goddess of the earth, flowers,
plants and harvest
7 Prometheus » aTitan, brother of Atlas

Heracles Hercules

» a divine hero
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Dionysus Bacchus ' god of wine and sensual
pleasures
Pan Faunus » god of woods, fields and flocks
Ares Mars » god of war
Hermes Mercury god of commerce, invention,
travelers and shepherds
» messenger of the gods
Hephaestus Vulcan » god of fire and metalworking
Athena Minerva » goddess of wisdom and war
Aphrodite  Venus » goddess of love and beauty
Apollo Phoebus * god of the sun, poetry, music,
Apollo dance, medicine and oracles
Artemis Diana » goddess of the hunt, the moon,
virginity, animals and childbirth
Eros Cupid » god of love
Muses » sisterhood of goddesses
» embody the arts, inspire the
creation
Hebe Juventas  * goddess of youth and spring

Pandora

» the first woman
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Danae and
the Golden Shower

EIRMNELTH

There was a king of Argos who had but one child, and
that child was a girl. If he had had a son, he would have
trained him up to be a brave man and great king; but he
did not know what to do with this fair-haired daughter.

When he saw her growing up to be tall and slender and
wise, he wondered if, after all, he would have to die some
time and leave his lands and his gold and his kingdom to
her.

So he sent to Delphi and asked the Pythia about it. The
Pythia told him that he would not only have to die some
time, but that the son of his daughter would cause his
death.

This frightened the king very much, and he tried to
think of some plan by which he could keep the Pythia’s
words from coming true. At last he made up his mind that
he would build a prison for his daughter and keep her in it
all her life.

So he called his workmen and had them dig a deep
round hole in the ground, and in this hole they built a
house of brass which had but one room and no door at
all, but only a small window at the top.



4% When it was finished, the
king put the maiden, whose
name was Danae, into it; and
with her he put her nurse
and her toys and her pretty
dresses and everything that
he thought she would need
to make her happy.

“Now we shall see that the
Pythia does not always tell
the truth.” he said.

So Danae was kept shut
up in the prison of brass. She
had no one to talk to but her
old nurse; and she never saw
the land or the sea, but only
the blue sky above the open
window and now and then a Danae and the Brazen Tower
white cloud sailing across.

I do not know how many years passed by, but Danae
grew fairer every day, and by and by she was no longer a
child, but a tall and beautiful woman; and Jupiter amid the
clouds looked down and saw her and loved her.

One day it seemed to her that the sky opened and a
shower of gold fell through the window into the room:;
and when the blinding shower had ceased, a noble young
man stood smiling before her.

Danae and the Golden Shower 3



Danae

@’ She did not know that it was mighty Jupiter who had
thus come down in the rain; but she thought that he was a
brave prince who had come from over the sea to take her
out of her prison-house.

After that he came often, but always as a tall and
handsome youth; and by and by they were married, with
only the nurse at the wedding feast, and Danae was so
happy that she was no longer lonesome even when he
was away.

But one day when he climbed out through the narrow
window there was a great flash of light, and she never saw
him again.



