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To Learners

Welcome to Contemporary Chinese!

Contemporary Chinese is a textbook designed for students whose native language is
English. The ultimate goal of this book is to develop the student's ability to comprehend
and communicate in the Chinese language. Specifically, it provides training in the skills
of listening, speaking, reading, and writing Chinese.

The whole series consists of four volumes. You may work through the whole series
or use only the volumes of your choice.

The following are to be used together with the Textbook:

4 Exercise Book :

4 Character Book (only for Volumes One and Two)

4 Audio and video materials

@ Teacher’s Book

This textbook:

* is concise, practical, authentic, and topical,

* is adaptable to the varied needs of different students,

* gives equal attention to listening, speaking, reading, and writing,

* guides your learning step by step.

After working through Volume One, you should have a good command of 325
Chinese words and expressions, 244 Chinese characters, 22 grammar items and 23
communicative function items, and thus have a basic command of Chinese.

Learning Chinese is not so hard.

Let’sstart!
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EEWBZE  Yuyin Gaiyao Introduction to Phonetics

EWLM  Yinjie Jiggou  Structure of Syllables

In Chinese, a syllable is composed of an initial (Shéngmu), a final
(Yunmu) and a tone (Shéngdico).

Shéngdido tone

Shéngmu initial YUunmu final

eg. MO

Here m is the initial (Shéngmu) and a is the final (Yunmu), and above
the final is the tone-mark.
A syllable may consist of a final and a tone only.

e.g. a
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b m f t
g k h ] X
zh ch sh r ¢
[ u a
a ia ua
0 uo
e ie ue
-
er
ai uai
e uei (ui)
ao [olo}
ou iou (iu)
an ian uan uan
en in uen (un) an
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng
ong iong




#—7 di-yi shéng the first tone - 55
% =% di-ér shéng the second tone ~ 35
% =% di-san shéng the third tone v 214
#w#E di-si shéng the fourth tone ~ 51
pitch
(17— 5 high
) — 4 mid - high
4) —1— 3 middle
\ A —1— 2 mid - low
(3) — 1 low

Cultural Notes

Hanyl Pinyin (The Chinese Phonetic System) is used as the romanization system
in this set of textbooks. Since the beginning of the 20th century, people who work with
the Chinese language have designed several systems of phonetic symbols to deal with the
fact that Chinese characters do not fully represent their pronunciation. The more
important systems are the “Zhuyin Phonetic Alphabet (zhUyin zZiml)”, the Guoyu
Romanization System (guéyli lubmdzl)” and the “New Latinized Writing (Ladinghué
Xinweénzi),”etc. The “Chinese Phonetic System (Hanyl Pinyin fang’an)” , abbreviated
“pinyin”, was first published in 1958. This system has already been adopted by the
United Nations and many other international organizations for spelling the Chinese
language, and writing personal and place names. It has replaced many of other systems

and is widely used both inside and outside of China.
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Appendix 1 Corresponding Phonetic Symbols
ZPA CPA TIPA i ZPA CPA TPA ZPA CPA 1TPA
$ b [MS | v | onorbyit sy onshe ape fio]
B > 0 SR X W [w) niidde gkl ie [i€]
nm m  [m] i | y 071 S G [iai]
S [f] ] ] =i [1] | £ 0o [iau]
(7) v [v] * =i ] % | X iou [iou]
) - SERE [t] i l i Al 17 185 ion  [ian]
N R T A Y TIRE S SO
A [n] f L U [v] S iang  [iap]
. RN M « a [a] j | £ ing [in]
- TR i < 0 o] 1 UWUZ iong [ion]
A L R e vl L AY o jua)
ng [o] i #* é [€] i RE - uoiiilno]
g [x] 1[ JU er [er] X% udi [uai]
g [te] ; % ai [ AN [uei]
bl . ey 1 ei eil | XB uan [uan]
") 1.7 GRS Sl e i e e
i e [¢] % X ou [ou] % XX  uang [uap]
¥ zh [ts] 1 5 an [an] I XZ ueng [udp]
R TR L en [on] | [up]
Fiocdie . Jai t y 8 ang [ap] { u# de [ye]
Y [2] s L eng [on] ** ns tdan [yan]
Fiioviz [ts] i XL ong [ep] § UYH Gn  [yn]
L Y | Yeuidido sbizfia] [ u< [yn]
L

S [s] t }




Contemporary Chinese

& Hulhua Conversation

you fine
(honorific form)

Hello!

0.2
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you fine

Hello!

you be surnamed
(honorific form)

What’s your surname?

I be surnamed --- you a particle

My surname is --- And you?

I be surnamed

My surname is ---

you call  what name

What’s your name?

I call

My name is:--

|
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| a
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|



