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Unit One Cultaral Differences

Part 1 General Information about Culture

@ Language Points

1. More about “Sense of Self and Space”: Self-identity usually depends on culture to such
a great extent that immersion in a very different culture—with which a person does
not share common ways of life or beliefs—can cause a feeling of confusion and
disorientation. Anthropologists refer to this phenomenon as culture shock. In
multicultural societies—societies such as the United States into which people come
from a diversity of cultures—unshared forms of culture can also lead to tension.

Members of a society who share culture often also share some feelings of
ethnocentrism, the notion that one’s culture is more sensible than or superior to that
of other societies. Ethnocentrism contributes to the integrity of culture because it
affirms people’s shared beliefs and values in the face of other, often contradictory
beliefs and values held by people of other cultural backgrounds. At its worst,
ethnocentrism has led people to commit ethnocide, the destruction of cultures, and
genocide, the destruction of entire populations. This happened, for example, to Jews
living in Nazi Germany in the 1940s.

2. More about communication and language: Spoken Chinese comprises many regional
variants, called dialects. Although they employ a common written form, they are
mutually unintelligible, and for this reason, controversy exists over whether they can
legitimately be called dialects or whether they should be classified as separate
languages. The differences among them are analogous to the differences in
pronunciation and vocabulary among the Romance languages. Generally, however,
the variants of Chinese are referred to as dialects. Most Chinese speak one of the
Mandarin dialects, which are largely mutually intelligible. The dialect spoken in
Beijing constitutes the base for standard Mandarin dialect. It forms the basis both of
the modern written vernacular, Baihua, which supplanted classical Chinese in the
schools after 1917, and of the official spoken language, Putonghua, prescribed in
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1956 for nationwide use in schools.

Chinese also has six other dialect groups, all spoken in China’s southeastern
provinces. The Yue dialects, also called Cantonese, are spoken in Hong Kong, most
of Guangdong, southern Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, parts of Hainan, and
in many overseas settlements. Most of the inhabitants of Hunan use the Xiang
dialects, also known as Hunanese. The Min dialects are spoken in most of Fujian,
large areas of Taiwan and Hainan, parts of eastern Guangdong and the Leizhou
Peninsula, and in areas of Southeast Asia. Most of the people living in Jiangxi and
the southeastern corner of Hubei use the Gan dialects. The majority of the inhabitants
of Zhejiang, as well as people living in southern areas of Jiangsu and Anhui,speak the
Wu dialects. Some Wu speakers share marginal mutual intelligibility with Mandarin
and Gan speakers. The Kejia, or Hakka, dialects are spoken in northeastern
Guangdong, southern Jiangxi, southwestern Fujian, and in pockets throughout
southeastern China and Southeast Asia.

3. An example—American culture: American culture is rich, complex, and unique. It
emerged from the short and rapid European conquest of an enormous landmass
sparsely settled by diverse indigenous peoples. Although European cultural patterns
predominated, especially in language, the arts, and political institutions, peoples
from Africa, Asia, and North America also contributed to American culture. All of
these groups have influenced popular tastes in music, dress, entertainment and
cuisine. As a result, American culture possesses an unusual mixture of patterns and
forms forged from its diverse peoples. The many melodies of American culture have
not always been harmonious, but its complexity has created a society that struggles to
achieve tolerance and produces a uniquely casual personal style that identifies
Americans everywhere. The country is strongly committed to democracy, in which
views of the majority prevail, and strives for equality in law and institutions.

(1) Culture is a distinctly human means of adapting to circumstances and transmitting
this coping skill and knowledge to subsequent generations. ( The question is
debatable and allows for different academic answers. )

(2) Americans have a sense of space that requires more distance between individuals,
while Latins will stand closer together.

(3) The Englishman’s bowler and umbrella, the Japanese kimono, and the Native
American headband.

(4) For example, some Chinese take dogs as food while most westerners take them as
pets and friends.
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(5) People in some countries such as China think in terms of winter, spring, summer,
and fall; but for others such as Africans, the more meaningful designations may be
rainy or dry seasons.

(6) The army have their own time system of twenty-four hours. For example, 1 p. m.
civilian time becomes 1300 hours in military time.

(7) No. There are other categories; relationships, values and norms, beliefs and
attitudes, mental process and learning and work habits and practices. There are
different categories of culture to different experts.

(8) One example is the dying language of some minority nationalities in China together

with the change of eating and dressing habits.

Part 2 Listening and Practice

Thanksgiving Parade and Dinner

Yoyo, a girl from Shanghai, had planned to spend Thanksgiving together with her
friends Taylor and Holly.

In the early morning, Taylor called.

Taylor: Out of bed, sleepyhead. We need to get a good spot.

Yoyo: Wha-what? The sun’s not even up yet!

Taylor: We are going to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade! To see all the floats and
balloons!

Yoyo. [ yawns] Can’t we just watch it on TV?

Taylor: Nope. I promised Holly we’d go so she can finish cooking.
Yoyo: OK, I’ m coming already! [to herself] God, this is like getting up for
Confucius Birthday ceremony.

Lduring the parade’]
Yoyo: What a prime spot! I’ve never seen balloons this big!
Taylor: This parade is about 80 years old. It’s a New York tradition.
Yoyo: Is that Santa Claus on that float? Isn’t Christmas still a month away?
Taylor: Hah, yeah, that’s true. But, Macy’s is a department store, so they want to
get you thinking of Christmas early.



Yoyo: So you’ll shop? That’s crazy!
Taylor: Yeah, and remember Holly’s dad? He’s already got his Christmas lights up!
Yoyo: Speaking of Holly, shouldn’t we head back to help?

[ Back to the apartment , Holly was busy preparing the Thanksgiving dinner. ]
Holly : The turkey’s stuffed and has been cooking for about three hours.

Yoyo: OK, and that’s asparagus and that’s cranberry sauce, but what’s that?

Holly . Candied yams. With lots of butter and brown sugar and marshmallows on
top.

Yoyo: Wow, you made a ham, too? Why is it covered with pineapple slices?

Holly : That’s decorations. It’s a honey ham with a sweet glaze. Those whole cloves

are keeping the pineapples on the ham.
Yoyo: It all looks delicious, Holly. What can I do to help?
Holly : Finish the deviled eggs. Then baste the turkey! And then, Dinner is ready!

Step 1 Blank Filling

The sun’s not even up yet!

Can’t we just watch it on TV?

This parade is about 80 years old. It’s a New York tradition.

Speaking of Holly, shouldn’t we head back to help?

The turkey’s stuffed and has been cooking for about three hours.
It all looks delicious, Holly. What can 1 do to help ?

S O s W N

Step 2 Listening for Summary

Summary: Yoyo, a girl from Shanghai, had planned to spend Thanksgiving with her
American friends Taylor and Holly. In the morning Yoyo and Taylor went to Macy’s
Thanksgiving Parade and had a wonderful time. Then they went back to their apartment
and helped Holly for the Thanksgiving meal.

Exercise 2 Passage Listening



Judaism

Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people. It is one of the oldest religions, and it
is based on the belief in one God. Judaism deeply influenced both Christianity and
Islam. All three religions began in the Middle East.

The Bible is the sacred book of Judaism. Christians refer to the Jewish Bible as the
Old Testament . 1t is a collection of many books. Some books of the Bible tell the history
of the Jewish people and show how God was active in human events. Some books set
down laws and rules. Other books consist of poetry or speeches.

The first five books of the Bible are especially sacred to Jews. These books are
called the Torah. Religious Jews believe the Torah to be the word of God.

Jews consider the biblical figure Abraham to be the father of the Jewish people.
According to Jewish belief, God made a covenant or an agreement with Abraham. God
promised to look after the descendants of Abraham as his chosen people. They, in turn,
would believe in one God and obey his commands.

In the 1200s BC, the Jews were living as slaves in Egypt. A leader named Moses led
them to freedom. On the way to the promised land of Canaan, Moses received a
message from God. The message was the Ten Commandments, the most basic laws of
Judaism. The Ten Commandments tell how people should behave toward one another as
well as toward God. Judaism is one of the first religions to put ethics, or good behavior,
at its center.

The Jews has ruled a kingdom off and on for six centuries. Their great kings include
Saul, David, and Solomon. Eventually, they lost their country. which they called
Israel, and were forced to scatter. This scaftering is called the Diaspora. It has
continued for 2,500 years. Judaism has continued to develop during the period of the
Diaspora, as the Jewish people focus on their communities, books, and religious ideas.

Some Jews believe that the Diaspora, or the exile from the land of Israel, was a
punishment from God for disobeying his laws. They believe that God will send a prophet
or Messiah to Earth one day. The world will then end and all the people who ever lived
will face God’s final judgment.

Judaism today is divided into three branches. These branches offer different ideas
about how to stay religious while living in the modern world. Orthodox Jews keep
strictly to the ancient ways stated in Jewish sacred texts and Jewish law. Conservative
Jews believe laws and traditions may change to fit the times, though not easily. Reform

Jews believe individuals can choose what traditions to follow.

Step 1 Multiple Choice

1.B 2. D 3. C
6. A 7. D 8. A

=
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5. C
10. B
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Step 2 True or False

1. T 2. F 3. F 4. T 5. F
6. T 7. T 8. F
Passage 2

Forbes Magazine Lists World’s Wealthiest People

Step 1 Spot Dictation

It’s a Who’s Who of who earned the most, and how much they are worth that is
almost too much to fathom. Forbes Associate Editor Luisa Kroll says she was surprised
by the number of (1) new, young, self-made billionaires on the list.

Luisa Kroll: (2) China had its first young self-made billionaire, a guy who is only

35 years old, Wong Kwong Yu, who made his fortune in appliance retailing, obviously
(3) taking advantage of that country’s growing middle class.

A growing number of urban Chinese who’ ve made their fortunes in business are
dressed for success these days. If they want to refurbish their apartments, (4) they
might consult another billionaire on Forbes list, American home decorating expert

Martha Stewart, who made money even while she was spending five months in a federal
prison for insider stock trading.

Peter Newcomb(senior editor of Forbes): While in prison,she saw her net worth
almost triple, so she went into prison worth about $ 350 million. She emerged as a
billionaire. (5) That’s quite an interesting story.

At the top of the Forbes list for the 11th straight year: Microsoft founder Bill
Gates. He’s worth more than (6) $ 46 billion and (7) gives much of his money away to

charity. Coming in second is the American investor Warren Buffett. Third on the list is
the Indian steel tycoon Lakshmi Mittal, shown last year at the wedding in France of his
daughter.

(8) It is also a very good year for Ingvar Kamprad, the founder of Ilkea, the

Swedish discount furniture chain. Bargain shopping puts the chairman of Wal-Mart, S.
Robson Walton, among the top ten billionaires. Four other Waltons are right behind
him. The five Walton family memebers are worth more than $ 90 billion.

(9) There are more than 100 new billionaires on the Forbes list this year. The total
net worth of their holdings: a stunning $ 2.2 trillion. It is a good year to be in Internet

technology, if your names are Sergey Brin and Larry Page, the two young founders of

6 .



Google.

While Martha Stewart made a profit from her cell, another wealthy inmate is one
of this year’s biggest losers. Russia’s embattled head of Yukos Oil, Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, went to jail on charges of fraud and forgery and saw his fortune plunge.

Mr. Khodorkovsky can’t be blamed if he’s caught quoting the late Russian born-
American signer Sophie Tucker: “(10) I’ve been rich and I’ ve been poor,” she said,

“and believe me, being rich is better.”

Step 2 Topic Discussion

Open.

Part 3 Text

O fXE£EX

BRMtER—RBUSINE W AYAKTH

B —EPRREBRITRAF, ARETCARKBEBR—BELRABH., RAESE,
EREVBEMHERZE, R BREERAAAHE., RELCAEACHRIEHTH
Toxh, B KRBT .

I8 HUM FIREGNBEAY — —KRAFXA AN —FERAALFALEE T 5
ERBBCRTF R EFHTRIT A LEHFTHOET G . SRR WEES —RAFMNE
HEAMA —-REHOEFONERSERITRES.

ERRAFANERECER XUF—ERNEARH QL AE. EHiEBEMNILE
P — B E AR AR A 53 — B A % Al i A 20 0 2 A 214 40 78 [ 2 T ok R 7 7 A )
EERAMERN T, KEMXOHUFER TG S5E S, LA RBERYE S,

B2, H 7B TRRIE DR BLR E RS+ R B EEREEEHe BxyY
Wit ETF SRV R AR I, 98 A A6 O A A X 3 5 R U /N 3 L i A B R
B T ER B AR R AT Sk — 5. BEA—HESESAHE, 3 H
AR BERBAEF R X A AEAR R, IEBAEHEEF. WHE ITEREREEARET
YER T 58 BUAR B F B [ ¢ A9 Aok .

MR AR FREXS B ARABRRWE. ¥ 05 TEARMPE RSB, T3 304 %2 W
HEIEET . EIARBSNE, RERERE A AR BRI RE T HEAE R,
FRBKME B, DT ECLRILFRRRT o MA14 B 505 R XX 58, X5 5 0 ik A
BT HEMBEELE . AFWBEZLTW, RRRFEEEN,ERYNEB, KT
ZIE R AR AR XK A MR KB ESILT FET.

A2, BUR T A A TR 7 0% 540 7] 40 12 40 46T Ab 325X — () B UG 2

ERBETREPIRAF —FHRERRIE SRR XA RE N ARREE T
— TGRS UM ARKAE. FENE, S LNERREREEEST KW . S8R
FFBVFAT U, AR % B b2 5.




R KBRS — EESB4S NERAIESE —IEX BXAEREELEEGHR
e FE AR L AR R FEEE . AMITERBERMER B &, 8% RHANE L
FEXF A SRR EA . XM ARNABEETELR T AMNEBUTETHE
T S Ak B S B , T R SCAE B AR XA R AR EREIRE M

AR AT T8 F, 8 B BAERT 0 B el JF &, itk e, ik R (R0 AL, B B3 T, LA
At R MOFARAETREF EXLEAMTRE. RN, OHE A RN RITIR
BB F (SOP) M RBEAMHE, EX N BE-HFAFRNRGAF  BERRAGLT
TRIEHE R T T 8% 0 3OS BE M SCARAT O, 10 38 A 12 B Lk 3 B BA 39 U5 B9 40 b (B A
Lz b AAANMEREABESHEER AEEFERNNEER.

fi] g f DR T R 7

A4, A ZE B BN 5 R B SR X R RE 1 S ETTWEY MUt fEEE e LR FE SR E B AY K
WMRFIHREE? ARNEEZXSFTEARNBRITR.

KT H 1965 LIk —HEBBEVM IR LITERERNE CUESMRTE. F
A R A WU R R BN RREE S 5B U SRR I R B0 BATT AT BB S i 34 3
SR EERANERSULFESRR TR RIBEECRTEARRE . I TIELEFRARH
BA R B3 TR 22 4T b AT] 2 A AT AT RS BG4 » BRATT IR e TR S A S B B b S ARt — 2
Bk, A RMTBAFR—RFIE R E SRR, 5 TORBI RNt iy 173 07 A MK
AP BE 55 1 3 9 BA R BL B9 A TE AR e 94T 07 KA —E ML

fHare B U R T R I RE R IE R B 2

HRAEBHBACRAREPIHFENE, TR —ITHHRUIEEFL A CHREFE B W
W, XREAREEFBAE LR, —FRETEREFERNMWIL, XFAER. RIS E
L2 A CA KBTI W, /REA B4 .

JEEE $2 — T » AN 5 26 B A BT AR B AU AL FE A5 IR BL AR Bk e B8 S fb 2 R R R K . i 4
B, K Z B RATEA R BRAEMT] A C T80 R 3T ROUGE T B EE R
B I 37 6 X 7R ) B SCAL BB

A 4l R GIEAR A [R) 2 7 78 b B2 B8 SO AL 22 5 B BB AR AT SE R B BB Y

ERT . BRINAABERBREXMEEFELNIEEZLR.

HEAHRILFTRETHREC. KRERIHFEREACHKEFIT N RA 2B EW?
WA AEBERR? FRANERSMELER T HARMEOTAMILE? SR, IR
I BRI H AR F AR, (U R R BEME . BEE#ET T 288 THX— .

RERBETEMNITERPRHAMBHRLERR., BRT . RNEXRN=E @
SFBAVRZ AEE—BE—ATH”. XHENMB ANCOSH HE R HF.EFF
SLAB PR H A, X 20 R T AL 1 0.0 2, T 3K 20 25 B 5 Wi 5 R 0K 7 22 3H 1 R B 4% 5 ALY
MIBFTRTR, BLFEAABBSoH. AMIXFSSEXN T (HEBCONEER
1] 45 B AR R [ .

UTHILATHRLAEREER:

o i [A] - 140 , o ik HB < B R AR A L EE

o EE B0, X 7 X F S VX 548 M S B AT 2

o ANBRKFR Flin. MIiTinMERFERIEFRMEACHIA?

o M FII, N TMMERER? MMNETANECH B HEEN?

« 8




o V3E - AN, XF U5 R A AR iR B R 7
BT A UERRAFA—ER ERLEBRE L XERENBERR—,HEXH
A —ERHA—B(BRFELRBELRRAE A S ERB TR ML A M5 FE
%K. BEEFRXLERE, A TTRBEEOE T FHIFL S Hm % EARKFER LIRS STk

x

LN o

NEBEXCERNE="SLRTHBIANMTERAD., BELE THEEH ML
AATIRT B R R 5 R AT B9 3L, AR L LA WO T 8 A Ko AR ] S A 0 4 4T 9 T BB

HUERERFAGNERGFM B2 SEN. WRES b AMT#TE
HMEMEARAU-——HHEHRNZ —AERBE IR T ACHEE R, T REE
R A S

ICHE——FEE E PRl RS & R A L U E B3 4 00 H 25 TR, B SO Ak 25 e
HREI P2 B K.

Post-reading Exercises

1.D 2. C 3. C 4. D 5. C

"\ Exercise 3 Functions of Paragraphs

1. A 2. B 3. A 4. C 5. B
6. B 7. D 3. B 10. B

©

1. crisis 2. signed 3. infectious 4. inconsiderate 5. pressing
6. personnel 7.facilitated 8. risky 9. constitutes 10. handling

LER.C, MR- REBEBEREY, 5ERE NI - HTIRTG R R EERI M . for one
thing B 5.

2. BR:B. B A EGEAN MRBFRESH T HFH % BUD WAREE . contribute
to:to make sth happen 3,5 & .

3. BR.C. R KRBV XBEMHN THMEXE ! figure out M, A H

4. HR:B, AR BREXEMPHBESR L LSFOMRFTR, SR ARE FLLFIE,
amount to nothing 45 &,

5. BR.D. M RMEMAEARITIEM B B0 408 1 E 5718 54 57 KA R
ABATE A Z kM. more than pleased to do = very pleased to do



6. BR.C. AR - RMNULFARBEAELHAD WHRMELH T, BAT LERNHE.

7. KR A AR RAF TS X kL. make an appointment 44, 452 .

8. BR:B. WE WAL Philo T. Farnsworth £ T8, RITA RIBERE 815 vk
HEEY . If it weren’t for BRUIBES .

9. BR:A, R AR AEREFU2HIAKRTR.

10. £%:B. AE MEBERAT S, EWBKRTEEMN 4% as far as sth. /sb. is concerned
& %2 R4 .

Exercise 7 Translation

- The students have to finish their study and pursue their interests as well.

An old friend rang me out of the blue—I hadn’t seen him for more than 10 years.
Please take it seriously.

He is bound to leave—he is tired and bored with the place.

Mary gave an objective and detailed account of the incident.

Their musical group disbanded eventually.

They pulled together and worked hard to bridge the difficulties.

0 3 O U W N =

It is essential you go and explain everything to him.

Part 4 Further Reading Practice
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