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PREFACE

In the 5,000 years of the development of the Chinese nation, the library as a place for storing, sorting and disseminating documentation and
information has traditionally been called "treasure house of knowledge". It plays a tremendous and irreplaceable role in promoting the progress
of human society and the prosperity of science and culture.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, the library undertaking has experienced rapid development. Especially since the
beginning of the 80s when China entered the historical period of modern construction, library undertaking has experienced unprecedented
development thanks to the concern and leadership of the Party committees and people's governments at all levels. A prominent sign is that
the number of libraries nearly doubled, with ever increasing floor space and improved facilities. According to incomplete statistics, since the
inception of the reform program in China, the newly built and expanded libraries amount to thousands, making the best period in the history of
development. Among the 2,500-odd public libraries alone nearly one thousand were newly built. The total floor space of completed library
buildings mounts to almost 3 million square meters. The myriads of magnificent, original and unique library buildings towering north and south
.of the Yangtse River and inside and outside the Great Wall not only provide excellent study places for hundreds of millions of people but also
serve as corner stones in the cultural construction in the motherland. To display the great achievements of library undertaking and prepare a
gift to the 62nd General Conference of the International Federation of Library Associations to be held in China, we decided to publish this
full-size color album entitled "Chinese Library Buildings".

The 230 libraries included in this album were all built in the 80s and 90s throughout China. The album embraces public libraries and the
libraries of institutions of higher learning, scientific research institutions, the army and trade unions located throughout the 9.6 million square
kilometers of the territory of the motherland, from the economically developed East to the Gobi Desert in Xinjiang, where the Silk Road starts,
from the freezing-cold Greater Xing'an Mountain Ranges in the Northern frontier to the evergreen treasure islands of Nanhai. They range from
big libraries with a floor space of ten thousands of square meters to medium-sized and small libraries with a floor space of several thousands
or merely a few hundreds square meters. A survey of the library buildings completed in this period shows a dramatic improvement over those
of the previous periods in terms of design, layout and functions. The album is a collection of outstanding examples of new library buildings and
an excellent epitome of library architecture in the new period in China.

The color photos in this album were carefully selected from among thousands of photos contributed by different localities, accompanied by
brief introductions in Chinese and English. Also included are plans of some library buildings. As a result the album is of artistic, practical,
academic and documentary value. When we leaf through the pages, we can thoroughly enjoy the new looks of the libraries throughout
modern China and see the actual vigorous development of libraries and the historical changes in the library buildings. At the same time ample
valuable reference materials are provided for future library architecture. This album would become a remarkable page in the annals of the
development of libraries and a brilliant addition to the treasure house of culture.

"Chinese Library Buildings" is a major publishing project in the library circle. It took a whole three years to edit and publish the book. It enjoyed
the generous support of the cultural departments (bureaus) or various provinces, municipalities, autonomous regions and libraries. It is the
result of joint efforts and collective wisdom and labor. Special thanks are due to scholars from Heilongjiang Provincial Library and the editorial
board of LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION who took up a great deal of painstaking organizing and editing jobs. Upon the occasion of the album's
publication, I, on behalf of the editorial board, take the pleasure of extending heartiest gratitude to various institutions and individuals who had
given their warm support and material assistance, as well as my colleagues who have made contributions to the publication of the album.

Du Ke

April 30,1996
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A GUIDE TO NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGS
FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE
—— ON THE PROGRESS IN LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN CHINA

This album is the epitome of the achievements made in the development of library buildings in China since the beginning of 1980s. It illustrates
the tremendous progress in the designing and engineering and construction of library buildings and enriches and advances architectural
culture especially library culture.

What meets your eyes when you open the album is the new varied and colorful looks of the library buildings. The exteriors of these buildings
feature simplicity or resplendence, nationalistic flavor or a blend of Chinese and Western styles. The contours could be curved or angular,
feminine or masculine. Some of the buildings have well-proportioned high or low structures and some have towering roofs, each with its
distinguishing features. This is a divorce from the long-established mode of austere symmetric profile, the stereotype looks of all the buildings,
the monotony and disregard for artistry. Efforts have been made to create more appealing images of libraries. When designing these
libraries, functional requirements and the surroundings had been taken into consideration in order to achieve the unity of functions and forms
of designs and to accentuate the characteristics of the buildings for cultural purposes. The elegant and sprightly architectural styles
characterized by local colors are pregnant with deep and thought-provoking nationalistic cultural nuances.They have become attractions in
cities or on campuses. They are so conspicuous and unique that they constitute landmarks in the cultural development and concrete
embodiment of the civilization of a locality, a nationality or the entire country.

The album shows that the libraries are growing in size and multiple functions. Whiie it is important for public libraries to become a service
center for furnishing literature and information, university libraries should play the dual functions of education and the dissemination of
information. Stacks-centered libraries have become information utility-centered. Changes in the work routine and mode of services have
brought about changes to the original 4 main components of the library--the stacks, the reading rooms, the circulating desk and internal
business department. Diverse spaces have been designated to cater for the needs of different readers, such as consultation room, catalog
room, classrooms, activities room, music and entertainment hall, multi-function hall, exhibition and display hall, academic exchanges hall and
service department. In addition, the conditions for the preservation of new types of media of information, audio-video room, microfiche room,
computer room, electronic reading room, and duplication room pose far more complicated demands for electricity, light, heat, noise and air.

The album shows the floor plan of the library has undergone drastic changes. The traditional "I" shaped design of the buildings suitable for
storage, circulation and perusal is much less employed. Free two-dimensional sprawling design seems better suited to various functions.
There appear square, arched, round, ship-like, hexagonal, triangle and irregular shapes and free-combination of group of buildings. The
introduction of open stacks makes it necessary for the changes of the location and arrangement of the stacks, resulting in fundamental
changes in the floor layout. Taking into consideration the overall requirement of facilitating the utilization of the library by the readers, the
function of reading-room for perusal and storage of books, the optimal matching up of functions and rooms and such factors as topography,
it is impossible to simply copy the existing models and drawings of designs. The layout of many libraries shows creativity, originality,
personality and the understanding of library culture on the part of the designers and is more suited to modern libraries.



The album also demonstrates more spacious interiors with casual partitions. In the larger open reading room or circulation section, readers
. and stacks share the same space. In the past, readers and books were completely separated. The principle of "readers first" and the concept
of management of "books close to the readers" have been universally accepted and the designs which are characterized by the principle of
"readers among books and stacks by the readers' side" have been growing in popularity. In the past the rooms are separated by solid walls.
In the last decade, the library rooms became larger in size and longer. The space between pillars greatly expanded. Vast spaces without solid
wall partitions can accommodate various kinds of media of information. As a result, the stacks, reading room, circulation desk, catalogue
room, consultation, computer terminals and information services are found in the same space, which makes things more convenient for the
readers and raises the utility rate of the information. It also facilitates the exchanges between the readers and librarians, and the utilization of
the new technology and equipment and saves a lot of people power.

The album also shows higher standards of design of interior and exterior environment. The library buildings look elegant and artistic as a
whole, and the reading rooms are cozy and quiet. The colors and decorations demonstrate high level. The plazas, the memorial sculptures of
famous personages inside the lobby, the sculptures and artistic pieces with specific subject matters inside and outside the libraries, or the
murals, ceramic paintings and relief sculptures which represent the history of local culture in a compact form serve to create a cultural
atmosphere. Pleasing to the eyes and meaningful yet subtle and unobtrusive. The trees and flowers at the plazas and the indoor gardens or
rooftop gardens create beautiful scenes against the background of the libraries. The lotus ponds, fountains, rocks and pavilions filter out the
outside noise and purify the air, furnishing an excellent environment for readers to reap higher study results and cultivate their taste. All the
libraries for collections of ancient Chinese books are located in breath-taking quiet scenic spots. The current design of "libraries with indoor
gardens and gardens with libraries" epitomizes the special charm of Oriental culture and mirrors the aspirations of modern beings.

Beautiful library furniture in harmony with the architecture can yield excellent results as the album indicates. The furniture was not purchased
at random after the completion of the buildings, but carefully planned during construction to match the libraries. Some furniture and facilities
were specially designed or custom-made according to the merits of domestic and foreign furniture or facilities. In recent years, China has
stepped up the research and quality control of library furniture and facilities and issued a number of state statutes in this regard. The newly
designed reading room desks and chairs, circulation desks, catalogue cabinet, bookshelves, newspaper and periodicals racks or other
furniture or facilities have met the requirements of suitable size, artistic design, harmonious color, solid structure, fine workmanship and
durability. They match the overall environment. The furniture in the reading rooms for children and adolescents is designed for different age
groups according to their different physical and psychological characteristics and aesthetic interests. Good furniture renders charm to the
libraries.

It is evident in the album that special designs have taken care of the specific needs of children and adolescents and readers with special
needs. Public libraries can serve as extra-curriculum educational facilities for children and adolescents and as bases for the education in



“patriotism. Many public libraries throughout the country made special efforts to design reading rooms for children and adolescents. In some
localities, children's libraries were built. The designs cater for the needs of children, suited for both quiet studies and energetic activities. The
interior is linked with the exterior. The libraries boast all the necessary facilities for both lending and reading books and developing children's
intellect, and fairly adequate facilities for the needs of parents and educational workers. Some libraries show special concern for the disabled.
There are ramps for wheelchairs at the gates, elevators and special seats and auxiliary facilities in the reading rooms. Some are furnished
with Braille readers and facilities for the visually handicapped. The toilets for the handicapped in the libraries are an undoubted sign of social
progress in terms of human civilization.

An old Chinese saying goes that "The skills of a poet lie behind his poems." When leafing through the pages, we could also say that "The skills
of the artists lie behind the pictures." The superb designs and construction are permeated with the profound understanding of library culture
and creativity. Behind these pictures, we can discover other important meaning and advances.

— There are radical changes in the distribution of space inside an interior and in the spatial relationship. The library is developing in the
direction of openness, socialization, multiple function and comprehensiveness. To meet the needs of diverse forms of media of literature and
information and modernized management, the fixed stacks that are separated from the readers have greatly dropped in number. The space
for the readers to utilize literature and information and conduct various programs and related services and facilities has assumed a larger
proportion of the total floor space. Also increased is the space for human interaction. The area for storage of books has been integrated with
the area for reading and circulation. Medium-sized and small libraries have only rather limited closed stacks or no closed stacks at all. A library
ought to become a comprehensive cultural center, a community educational center and an information center which caters for the various
needs of studies, research, exchanges, programs and leisure cultural activities. Consequently, quiet, semi-quiet and noisy sections have
been designated in separate areas. They could be next to each other, or partitioned or far away from each other, each enjoying a comfortable
location.

— Greater flexibility is achieved through the improvement of building structure and layout. In line with the conditions in China, we borrowed
foreign "modular structure" design to simplify complicated design and achieved remarkable successes. Most newly-constructed libraries
adopted reinforced concrete framework structure. Bigger, deeper, more spacious and uninterrupted rooms make weight-bearing walls
unnecessary. The fixed multi-shelves stacks have become rare. Instead the new design has been adopted characterized by uniform ceiling
height, load bearing capacity and column network. Readers and books move around at the same level. There are no barriers for the changes
of functions and layout for different rooms and areas. The state-of-the-art prestressed bi-directional close-packed rib roof is more utilized in
the design of libraries. The beams are lower, and the bulk of the building is reduced, making possible large spaces and absence of central
pillars and weight-bearing walls. These meet the requirements of modern library buildings for maximum flexibility.



' —The application of new technology and facilities and the buried cables and pipes have greatly modernized libraries. The storage, cataloging

. and searching, reading and duplication of all sorts of literature and information, including computer information, video materials, microfiche
are appropriately accommodated. In particular, the buildings in recent years lay great stress on the sharing of resources, automation and
communication through telecommunication networks; as a result the interfaces and cables and wiring that are located everywhere for
computer application are preburied. The designers of the big and medium-sized libraries have taken into consideration the demands for
hooking up the library departments, the campus network or regional network, the national and international network to avoid drilling holes in
the floor and walls for wiring in the future. The lines inside the library for telecommunications, broadcast system, cable TV and alarm system
are designed all at once. Also taken into consideration and taken care of are the total power capacity computing and dual power supply

guarantee systems in some libraries.

— A cozy atmosphere is created by room temperature, lighting and ventilation. The libraries in Northern China have taken care of regulating
temperature in the summer and ventilating the air in the winter. A number of libraries in Southern China are fully air-conditioned. But more
libraries are naturally ventilated and localized air-conditioning is installed as a supplement. The giant square modular structure of foreign
countries is not introduced without modifications. For instance, the rooms should not be too large, and sometimes there is no central court.
Natural light is used and draughts are created. The areas close to the windows are reserved for seats for readers. Even lighting and
appropriate fixture are stressed in designing of lighting and where the sun shine is too intense, the building had to be specially designed to
avoid it, or regulating device such as shade would be adopted. In terms of noise design, a library should not be located in noisy areas or it
should withdraw from streets. In places facing the streets, trees should be planted or sound shield be installed. Inside the library noise
insulating materials should be used. In some places low background music is played to improve reading and working conditions.

— Advanced facilities and necessary measures are introduced to reinforce protection and guarantee safety. In terms of fire fighting, first-class
and second-class fire prevention standards are applicable in designing according to different sizes of the libraries. The wiring of libraries has
casings and is buried inside walls according to the regulations to avoid fire. Big and medium-sized libraries are installed with smoke sensor
and heat sensor fire alarms, which are connected with the control room. There are automatic sprays harmless to people and books and
manual fire extinguishers. Fire escaped staircases and passages and emergency lighting fixture are also in place. Special fault-proof safety
precautions are built in for departments of ancient and rare books and computer rooms. When designing the libraries, precautions are built in
to guard against moisture, dust, mice, worms, and exposure to the sun. Since open stacks are expanding and in some cases all books are
place in the open stacks, some libraries are installed with closed circuit TV monitor systems besides the magnetic theft-prevention devices.

So far we have been discussing the merits of the projects. But a lot of defects were found when some libraries were put to use. There are quite

a number of "regrettable projects”.



In many localities, in the process of designing and making preparations for construction of libraries, people would visit libraries and carry out
research. This album is a reference book in this regard. When studying a library, we should carefully examine the merits in terms of layout,
structure, facilities, environment and management; also we should see the defects and mistakes to avoid one-sided opinions and be able to
use the models for references. Generally speaking, perfect libraries buildings are rare and each library has its own conditions. We should
never borrow what would turn out to be exactly defects from the libraries under study, and never copy them indiscriminately. There are
tremendous differences in the actual situation and conditions. Likewise, when studying this album, it is necessary to make thorough studies
and analysis.

Compared with the library buildings in the developed countries, the overall standards of the library buildings in China leave much to be
desired. This is due to the inferior over economic and scientific and technological strength of China, which is still a developing country. But it
is also true that many library buildings in our country are up to par with those in foreign lands. A very high level has been attained in terms of
designing concepts, functional layout, structure, materials, profile and interior and exterior environment. They demonstrate originality and are
highly praised by foreign designers.

Tremendous progress has been made in the designing and construction of library buildings in China due to the following reasons: A. the large
scales of construction, which furnishes a great deal of experiences acquired through practice; B. the implementation of "The Library Building
Design Standards" in 1987, guidelines for the whole trade to follow; C. a series of systematic discussions and exchanges between librarians
and architects resulted in the formulation of the principles of "adaptability, efficiency, flexibility, comfort, security, economy and artistry; D. the
active involvement of the librarians, close cooperation between librarians and architects and the advice of experts; and E. the state policy of
opening to the outside world, which made it possible for the preparation terms, architects, experts and scholars engaged in the library projects
to go abroad to conduct on-the-spot investigation and academic exchanges. Many foreign experts were invited to give lectures in China.
Some were engaged as consultants to library projects. Also foreign architectural designs were introduced into the country. All this has exerted
positive impact and led to the new concepts in library building designing and improved construction engineering standards.

Through the album we can see historical progress and defects. It is a tremendous review and we could envision the future. China will boast

even more numerous and beautiful modern libraries in its march towards the new century, to disseminate culture and science and promote
social progress.

written by Li Minghua
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