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Abstract

Imperial examination system was borned in the soil of Chinese traditional
Confucian culture, which had close relationship with feudalism culture and politics.

After the Opium War, China was compelled into the world-wide trend of .
Capitalism, which produced great changes in its politics, diplomacy, economic, as well
as culture and education . The emptiness and uselessness of traditional education
became more obvious. Great changes happend on chinese traditional opinions about
knowledgs and talents. The society pay much attention to the practical knowledge and
talents, and new education began to be promoted widely.

The focus of reforming traditional education was on abolishing imperial
examination and initiating new schools. This reform process had endured some stages,
filled with relapses and complications. The reasons to abolishing imperial examination
system were complicated. On one hand, the evils inherent in imperial examination
system made it can not adapt to the new situations and carry on essencial changes. On
the other hand, in the face of emergent social demand, gradual reform in imperial
examination had become out of keeping with the ripid social transform.

The whole process of educational reforms in mordern times was accompanied by
the development of education. There were mutualy causality between the rising of new
education and abolishing imperial examination, which means that new education
became stronger contrast to the weakeness of traditional education. In the same time, the
development of new-education also prompt the decling of traditional education. It was in
this struggle, that educational transform in hqordem times can be realised.

Of course, imperial examination system, which had existed for 1300 years in
Chinese feudalism, had a deep effect on the society. even when it was abolished, it still
limited the development of new education, so the imperial Government of Qing Dinasty
adopted a temporary policy,— awarding those who had school education, to accelerate
the development of new education. But it was not a permanent solution after all. This
policy was opposed by many insighted persons, and abolished thoroughly at the _
beginning of Min Guo.

Standing at the interchange of two centuries, when we look back to this significant
educational reform happened one hundred years ago, we can get enlightenment and

useful lessons to guide our educational reform today.
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