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1. Maritime Beauty
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The Great Barrier Reef, one of Australia’s most remarkable natural
gifts, is blessed with the breathtaking beauty of the world’s largest coral reef.
The reef contains an abundance of marine life and comprises of over 3000
individual reef systems and coral cays' and literally hundreds of picturesque
tropical islands with some of the world’s most beautiful sun-soaked, golden
beaches.

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the seven wonders of the natural

world. It extends for more than 2,000 kilometres along the northeast coast

1 cay n ffEH
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of Australia. The Reef, as it is known in Australia, covers an area of approxi-
mately 200,000 square kilometres, larger than the Great Wall of China. It is
known as the largest biological organism in the world, and the only living
thing on earth visible from space. The Great Barrier Reef is a breeding area
for humpback whales', migrating from the Antarctic and is also the habitat of
a few endangered species. In recognition of its significance, UNESCO listed
the Great Barrier Reef as a World Heritage Site in 1981.

Floating in the turquoise’ ocean in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef is
the most iconic sight to look out for — Heart Reef, named because of its ex-
traordinary coral composition that has naturally been formed into the shape of
a heart.

With such heavenly sights, it is no wonder that the newly created Island
Caretaker position located on the Great Barrier Reef is described as “the Best
Job in the World”. Applications is opened around the globe, the successful
applicant will receive a salary of A$150,000 for six months and get to live
rent-free in a three-bedroom villa, complete with pool. Responsibilities of the
role include cleaning the pool, which has an automatic filter, feeding the
reef’s fish, which have managed on their own up until now, and reporting
back on island life via a not-too-strenuous blog.

Interest in the “dream job” is so high that a website built specifically to
advertise the position to global
jobseekers crashed overnight. This
job, Tourism Queensland freely
admits, was created to revive in-
terest in travel to Australia, and
specifically the Great Barrier Reef,
during the global economic down-
turn.

i

1 humpback whale 5 3L figt
2 turquoise n. LKAAF, FA LR
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While officials are concerned about the decline in tourism, scientists are
worried about the health of the Great Barrier Reef. Coral reefs are formed
over the course of thousands of years. Research indicates that it takes roughly
thousand years for a reef to add a metre of height. Coral reefs are particularly
fragile ecosystems, partly due to their sensitivity to water temperature. When
corals are stressed — as is the case when water temperatures are elevated —
they may lose much of their symbiotic' algae’ and consequently the bright
colours, an event known as “bleaching”. Corals can recover from short-term
bleaching, but prolonged bleaching can cause irreversible damage and subse-
quent death. Increases in sea temperature of as little as 1°C may lead to coral
bleaching, therefore the health of the Great Barrier Reef is a key indicator of
global climate change.

University of Queensland scientists say they are concerned the entire
reef may be at risk of destruction from global warming. It is predicted that
without substantial reductions in global emissions of greenhouse gases, the
corals of the Great Barrier Reef will be decimated’ by 2050. A coral reef ex-
pert told the Australian Broadcasting Corp. He is praying for two months of
stormy weather to stir up colder deeper water — the only thing that will save
the coral.

Another research group found that acidification® of ocean water is also
having impact on coral reefs. Every time you start your car or turn on the
lights, half the CO, you emit ends up in the oceans, turning them just a tiny
bit more acidic, as well as causing the climate to warm. The slightest human
influence can make a difference in the world of corals. Sounded unbelievably

pessimistic, they suggested that previous predictions of coral bleaching have
been far too “conservative”.

Located a good 600 kilometre away from the Australian continent, and

symbiotic adj. L), LA
algae n. #EAK

decimate v. |-HFHL—, SR KH S
acidification n. &1L

B W N =



Update Your Vision of Australia
R s @ WA I TE

with nothing but the vast Pacific around, Lord Howe Island forms the remnant
of a large shield volcano which erupted from the seabed some seven million
years ago. Marine erosion has reduced it to a wraith of its former glory, but
its picturesque view can still sweep people off their feet. Roughly crescent
shaped, the concave' western side is fringed by a six-kilometer coral reef, the
world’s most southerly.

MEENSRNES

The Island boasts a diverse range of habitat types — while the flora’
reflects much of what can be found on mainland Australia, many species
are distinctive to Lord Howe Island. A very unique sight on the island is the
glowing mushrooms which light up like bright light bulbs after every heavy
rain. They continue glowing for a number of days after being picked. The
glow is so bright that you can read by it in the dark.

An alarming fact is that the natural beauty of Lord Howe Island is in
danger. About 10% of the forests have been cleared for agriculture, and an-
other 20% has been disturbed by domestic cattle and feral sheep, goats, and
pigs. The native flora and fauna’ of Lord Howe has also been harmed by a

large number of introduced species. In the course of climate change and glob-

1 concave adj. [M[{]
2 flora n. B
3 fauna n. ZHYEEYE
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al warming, the ecosystem of Lord Howe Island would be threatened. The
reefs would be at risk from rises in water temperature. Rats also pose a threat
to the bird species on Lord Howe as the island’s bird population has been

significantly reduced by them and some species have already been wiped out

because of rats.

£ BIHKT” REBE

Shark Bay lies on the extreme western coast of Australia. A popular des-
tination in this area is Monkey Mia, such because of a morning ritual. Mia is
an aboriginal word meaning “home”, but no one really knows how this spec-
tacular spread of white sand acquired its connection with monkey — there are
none. A more appropriate name would be Dolphin Mia.

Within moments after sunrise, fins cut through the water towards the
beach. Monkey Mia’s bottlenose dolphins' are coming for breakfast. As they
enter the shallows they turn their heads sideways and inquisitive eyes peer out
of the water at visitors. The dolphin ritual of Monkey Mia goes back to the
1960s, when a fisherman and his wife began feeding dolphins when returning
with their catch. More dolphins came and followed them to shallows in hope

of more food. As news of the dolphins coming inshore spread, people were

1 bottlenose dolphin ¥ K
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curious to see the spectacle.

Beneath the waters of Shark Bay lies a sea-grass meadow which covers
4,000 km? - the largest in the world. These prairies are where mermaids roam!
The mermaids are in fact dugongs', giant marine mammals, once mistaken
for the mythical beauties by sailors that had spend too long at sea. Dugongs,
also rather appropriately called sea cows, spend up to eight hours a day graz-
ing Shark Bay’s underwater pastures. These languid® creatures could hardly
be described as beautiful but they do have a certain grace underwater. With a
thriving 15,000 animals, Shark Bay boasts the world’s largest population of
dugongs. It is also the southern limit of their range.
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