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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

Out of personal concem and reflection upon relationship be-

\ween reading and the age we are living in, the author has employed

in this book irical sociological methods (includi

survey and interview survey) to investigate and analyze the reading
behavior of a group of young people in Haikou, Hainan Province, in
the age of computer networking. The samples in this study were cho-
sen from 6 schools. They range from first year junior high school stu-
dents to fourth year university graduates (the samples’ grade has a
span of 10 years) . In order to present a comprehensive outlook that
is methodically sound, samples were deliberately chosen from each
grade .

This book is written on the basis of a scientific analysis of em-
pirical data collected from a number of surveys . Taking young people
in Haikou as the focused group, it endeavors to analyze and general-
ize urban young people’s reading of literature, who have found
themselves deeply situated in the process of globalization and mode-
rmization. The surveys conducted by the author have shown that dif-
ferent readers have different reading orientations and habits. Inspired
by this finding, the author analyzes the various factors, namely

school and profession, family and social stratification, history and



geographical locality, gender and ethnicity, that contribute to the
formation of these cultural variations in reading literature . The author
further explores the distinctions manifested in the goals of life, per-
sonality traits, and behavior, of young people who have different
reading orientations . Furthermore, the author also studies issues like
the inter-relationships between young people’ s reading pattern,
changes of literary genres, and language education, etc. Although
the implications of the findings and the manifested differences do not
lie in the defined area of our study, the author has attempted to show
preliminarily a comprehensive picture of how young people read liter-
ary works in the age of computer network from the sociological per-
spective, and to restructure the dynamics between reading behavior
and socio-cultural changes. The author hopes such attempt could
provide useful insights into how to successfully create a humanistic
environment in school, family and even society for policy makers and

concerned scholars .
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