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Invitation to Future Contributors of
The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture
and Explanation of our

Anonymous Appraisal System

The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture is sponsored by the
Tnstitute for the Study of Christian Culture at the Renmin (People’s) Uni-
versity of China, with the support of Professional & Educational Services
International, Inc. (PESI), the Dong Fang Publishing House, the Pub-
lishing House of People’ s Daily, and the Publishing House of Religion &

Culture .

This is a biannual refereed journal, published around early summer
and early winter. We welcome articles on the dialogue between Chinese
culture and Christianity, the study of Christian thinkers, the interpreta-
tion of Christian doctrine and classics, Christian culture and literature,
Christianity and social ethics, the history of Christianity in China, as well
as book reviews. The Chinese headings of the different sections in the
Journal are quotations from Nestorian writings, in commemoration of the

birth of Christianity in China.

Beginning with our fifth issue. the Publishing House of Religion and
Culture will undertake the publication and distribution of the Journal.
Views presented in the Journal are not necessarily those of the publisher.
But the publisher is pleased to promote an academic forum to further ex-

plorations in the field of religion and culture. Their support is much ap-
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preciated .

We are likewise honored and grateful for the enthusiastic support of
scholars from China and abroad who have submitted articles to the Jour-
nal. From its inception, the Journal has adopted a stringent appraisal
system according to international standards. Authorship of each article is
withheld from the referees; so all articles are reviewed anonymously. We
apologize if articles submitted by reputable scholars have not been accept-

ed as a result of this method of appraisal .

It is also customary practice internationally to require that all manu-
scripts submitted conform to a unified format before they will be reviewed .
Authors from the Mainland of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Furope, and
North America, may be accustomed to different formats of presentation
and notation. In order to facilitate our anonymous appraisal, contributors
to the Journal are requested to adhere to the following specifications.

1. The length of an article should be about 8,000 to 15,000 words.

2. The article should be typewritten on A4 size paper. It may be
submitted on computer disk or via electronic mail.

3. A copy of the original article must accompany the translation sub-
mitted . The translator is respensible for obtaining copyrights .

4 . Footnotes should be used instead of endnotes. Quotes in a foreign
language should be footnoted in the following order: name of author. title
of book , city where published, publisher, date of publication, page ref-
erence .

5. A 500-word abstract in both Chinese and English must be submi-
tted along with a 100-word introduction to the author, also in both Chi-

nese and English.
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6. Each article that meets the ahove specifications will be appraised
anonymously by at least 2 referees from China and overseas who are well
read on the topic. The Editor-in-Chief will select articles based on expert
recommendations from the referees.

7. From the day an article meeting the above specifications is re-
ceived by the editor’ s office, it will be assumed that the copyright has
been granted to the publishing house. Please notify us immediately in the
event of any change.

The pursuit of truth brings us into dialogue with the Virtuous, the
Wise, and the Other. We listen in silence and in soliloquy. In the spirit
of “harmony in diversity”, we wish to increase opportunities for the meet-
ing of minds between scholars from East and West, and for the meeting of

souls between the sacred and the secular.

The Editor’s Office

Institute for the Study of Christian Culture
Renmin (People’s) University of China
P.O. Box 7

Beijing, 100872, China

Tel/Fax: 86 - 10 ~ 6251 - 4619

E-mail: rdjdjyjs @ mail. ruc.edu.cn

MeiYing @ public. bla.net. ¢n
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CHNFENT AR S B
The Concept of “Gentiles” and Non — Christian Culture

Gath PERERHER

Leopold Leeb  Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

[RIIRE]

The words “heathenism” and “paganism” are not easy to translate
into Chinese. However, many foreign missionaries used these words to
deseribe traditional Chinese culture, which implied that this culture suf-
fered from serious defects in the realms of religion and morality. The un-
derstanding of “heathenism” and “paganism” have some basis in biblical
passages about the “gentiles”, but they were also influenced by the expe-
riences of Christians in the Roman Empire, in the Middle Ages and in the
last centuries. Scholars of the 19th and 20th centuries used new concepts
to compare Christian and non - Christian cultures.

Missionaries to China like Ricei and Couplet used their own cultural
paradigms to evaluate Chinese culiure, and some of them compared tradi-
tional Chinese culture with ancient Greco — Roman and Egyptian cultures .
Fven if comparisons between Christian and non — Christian cultures might
lead to a hiased assessment of other culiures. they are, in the final analy-
sis, an expression of the search for a criterion to evaluate culture. This
criterion would not be limited hy space or time — it would transcend

g e n . m “ s
“East” and “West , “antiquity’ and “modernity " .



