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1. Passion for Maple Leaf
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Origins of the Maple Leaf

Canada is a country with a vast array of cultural symbols. In an era
where many Canadians feel overwhelmed by American cultural influences,

distinct Canadian symbols are very important, and widely embraced.
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Even though red maples grow only in eastern Canada, the choice of
the maple leaf for the symbols of Canada was not arbitrary'. The maple leaf
is an enduring symbol which can be traced back to the very beginnings of
Canadian history. The aboriginal’ peoples were aware of the food properties
of maple sap and harvested it every spring. This was a skill soon learned
by European settlers. As early as 1700, the maple leaf was being referred to
as a symbol. In 1834, the first St. Jean Baptiste Society adopted the maple
leaf as its emblem. Fourteen years later, in 1848, The Maple Leaf, an an-
nual Toronto literary review, declared the maple leaf to be the emblem of

Canada.

Canadian Flags

Canada’s national flag is the Maple Leaf. It was officially adopted in
1967, following a lengthy’ political debate. Canada’s old flag was called the
Red Ensign and had been used by the British colonials for centuries. This
gave the old flag a lot of history, and changing it was not a popular idea at the
time. Yet then-Prime Minister Lester Pearson felt strongly that independent
Canada needed an independent flag, and forced the new maple leaf design
through.

The current maple leaf flag does
not really have any deep meaning.
Red and white are Canada’s “official
colors” based on a royal proclamation
made back in the 20s, and the maple
leaf has been a common symbol of
Canada for generations. Other than

that, there is no real symbolism as-

| arbitrary adj. (RN, BRERD, FOMTH NEAEH
2 aboriginal adj. +3E[), FEN, ERH
3 lengthy adj. JUKI), it4MH
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sociated with it. Some people claim the points on the leaf represent the prov-
inces or that the bars represent the oceans, but those are just urban myths.
Because of its lack of symbolism, to this day many old people still hate the
Maple Leaf flag and wish they could go back to the Red Ensign. The younger
generation who eagerly embraces the current national flag, however, is barely
aware of the old one.

Maple Leaf flags can be seen all over Canada. All sorts of public build-
ings, from government offices to fast-food restaurants proudly fly the Ca-
nadian flag, and in some cases, even more than one. The Canada flag is also
a widely marketed icon', and if you’re a tourist it’s easy to buy all sorts of
Maple Leaf souvenirs.”

It is also extremely fashionable for young people to pin a delicate Maple
Leaf flag to their backpack. They do this so that in case they ever bring their
backpack to a foreign country, the local peoples will instantly be able to rec-
ognize them as being Canadian, and thus treat them nicely. Canadians live
in a perpetual’ state of fear that they will be mistaken for Americans, so the
Canada flag is seen as an important symbol in this respect. In Canada it’s
widely believed that when Americans travel to hostile* nations they too will
pin a Canadian flag to their backpack in an attempt to confuse the locals into

treating them with more respect.

Coat of Arms

Decorative Coats of Arms are a common sight in Canada. Every city,
Province, Prime Minister, Governor General etc, has his or her own personal
Coat of Arms. Until 1991, Coats of Arms had to be issued by Britain, but they

icon n. Ebx, MK, BK
souvenirs n. &

perpetual adj. KAMN, KAM
hostile adj. B, BT
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are now issued by the Canadian Heraldic Authority. Anyone can commission'
the Authority for their own personal Coat of Arms, but doing so will usually
be accompanied by a hefty” price tag. An official, government sanctioned
Coat of Arms can cost upwards of several thousand dollars, so they are usual-
ly only purchased by government organiza-
tions or very wealthy pretentious people. Can-
ada’s national Coat of Arms is almost identical
to Britain’s Coat of Arms, except ours has a
couple of Maple Leafs tacked on.

The Gold Maple Leaf

In Canada, it is said that one of the most

practical ways to invest in gold is to own Gold

Maple Leaf coins, produced by the Royal Ca-

PASYSEVIIEVNET

nadian Mint. Every Maple Leaf coin is guar-
anteed by the Government of Canada for its weight and purity. And it was the
first gold bullion coin to be minted in the ultimate 99.99% purity. No gold
coin in the world boasts a higher purity. Besides, the Gold Maple Leafs are
extremely liquid, easily bought and sold anywhere in the world where pre-
cious metals are traded.

Each coin shows a maple leaf, with Queen Elizabeth on each. Stiff com-
petition in recent years from other new gold
coins has upgraded, however it still ranks
among the top gold coins in the world in
terms of price and liquidity. The Gold Maple
Leaf’s unsurpassed purity and international li-
quidity’ make it a wise choice for anyone who

1 commission v. T4E, BT, T ‘
2 hefty adj. Eff, MLARENK TSRSt
3 liquidity ». WM, Fidy
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can appreciate the inherent value of gold.

Perhaps most magical of all, Gold Maple Leaf coins are an investment to
own and to admire and touch. When you hold a Gold Maple Leaf coin in your
hand, you’re holding 5,000 years of security and value.

Maple Syrup

Maple syrup is a sweetener made from the sap of maple trees. In Canada
and the United States, it is most often eaten with waffles and pancakes. It is
sometimes used as an ingredient in baking, the making of candy, preparing
desserts, or as a sugar source and flavoring agent in making beer.

In Quebec and eastern Ontario the process of making maple has become
part of the culture. During this celebration of harvest, people will get dressed,
have their farms decorated and hold various
activities, and they share this spree with other
visitors by dancing, singing together and try
the delicious syrup. One tradition is going to
enjoy in early spring the meals served with
maple syrup-based products, maple taffee,
and sugar on snow. This is thickened hot syr-
up poured onto fresh snow and then eaten off
sticks as it quickly cools. This spree almost
can last for a month.

As a nation of maple, Canada makes
more than 80% of the world’s maple syrup,
producing about 7 million US gallons (26,000

m’) in 2005. The vast majority of this comes

from Quebec: the province is by far the i
world’s largest producer, with about 75% of RS
the world production (6.515 million US gallons/24,660 m’ in 2005). Produc-

tion in Quebec is controlled through a supply-management system, which
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makes this industry relatively stable and profitable.
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