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Resplendent bright pearl of the Central Plains land—Xixia Scenic Spot of Funiu Mountains World Geopark,China

The towering 400 kilometres Funiu Mountains is the natural boundary on geology and geography, the transitional belts of climate and living things between the north and the south of
China, and the topographic divide among Changjiang, Huanghe and Huaihe Rivers. Xixia Scenic Spot is located at the southern foot of Funiu Mountains, its geographical coordinates:
110°49'38" ~ 110°59'44" E; 33°07'21” ~ 33°43'29" N. It belongs to the composite-type geopark coexisting harmoniously with the typical geological sections, palaeontological fossil
landscapes, geologic geomorphological landscapes, water landscape and natural ecology.

Xixia Scenic Spot has occupied the important tectonic position of the Central Orogenic Belt in China. In geopark, typical, rare, complete and beautiful geological heritages have
recorded the history of the structural evolution of orogenetic belt, the decline and fall and extinction of dinosaurs and the great changes of Funiu Mountains during 2500 million years.

During the preorogenic stage of 2500 ~ 1000 million years ago, the base of the orogenic belt was formed, the North China plate and the Yangtze plate were separated by the
boundless old Qinling ocean. In the climactic orogeny stage of 1000 ~ 240 million years ago, the Yangtze plate carried the Qinling microplate convergence, underthrust, collision and
matching toward the North China plate(the line from Xiguanzhuang to Yangcheng is the suture zone). The old Qinling ocean died out and two plates merged into an integral whole. Since
240 million years ago, the orogenic belt entered the postorogenic period which was characterized by extension and uplifting, the Funiu Mountains suffering weathering and denudation
have gradually become the present features.

Round about 100 million years ago, the intermontane basins formed along the zone of faults. In the famous Xixia basin of the geopark, 8 families, 11 genra and 15 species, 2
itk i

conformis and 6 undefined species of dinosaur eggs have been discovered, among which Macroelongatoolithus x7x: ‘s and Arzsmalc s are the unique and rare types

in the world. As far as their unusual occurrence features may be rated as the first in the world, such as wide-spread distribution, large quantity, various type, perfect occurrence, the
symbiosis of dinosaur eggs with the skeleton and footprint fossils of dinosaurs, the radiation arrangement in pairs and 90 egg fossils discovered in one nest. Xixia basin is a demonstrating
field for studying the existing environment of dinosaurs, the organic evolution and the reasonable protection of dinosaur egg fossil community.

In the geopark, the different kinds of granite formed by the orogeny have suffered the tectonic denudation and water erosion, and has carved the Funiu Mountains into the picturesque
landscape with towering mountains, forest of peaks towering into the sky, range upon range of hills, valleys across valleys, deep gullies, deep and secluded pools and cool rivulets.

Because of the abundant rainfall and humid climate, the geopark is covered by dense vegetation. The water and soil conservation are well. The primitive natural ecology and
picturesque water body landscape have been kept well. Row upon row of the lofty ridges and towering mountains, boundless immense forests, towering old trees, cliffside waterfalls, rare
birds and animals, clear blue pools and clear water are all presented before our eyes and make you feel carefree and happy.

The villages and small townships surrounded by bright mountain flowers and green bamboos, the murmuring stream, the layer upon layer of terraced fields and the smoke curling
upward from kitchen chimneys make you feel as if you were in the Land of Peach Blossoms.

Xixia County has the beautiful landscapes, rich natural resources and products. The people of Xixia and the geopark warmly welcome you!







Resplendent bright pearl of the Central Plains land—Xixia Scenic Spot of Funiu Mountains World Geopark,China

The towering 400 kilometres Funiu Mountains is the natural boundary on geology and geography, the transitional belts of climate and living things between the north and the south of
China, and the topographic divide among Changjiang, Huanghe and Huaihe Rivers. Xixia Scenic Spot is located at the southern foot of Funiu Mountains, its geographical coordinates:
110°497 38" ~ 110°5944" E; 33°07'21" ~ 33°43'29" N. It belongs to the composite-type geopark coexisting harmoniously with the typical geological sections, palaeontological fossil
landscapes, geologic geomorphological landscapes, water landscape and natural ecology.

Xixia Scenic Spot has occupied the important tectonic position of the Central Orogenic Belt in China. In geopark, typical, rare, complete and beautiful geological heritages have
recorded the history of the structural evolution of orogenetic belt, the decline and fall and extinction of dinosaurs and the great changes of Funiu Mountains during 2500 million years.

During the preorogenic stage of 2500 ~ 1000 million years ago, the base of the orogenic belt was formed, the North China plate and the Yangtze plate were separated by the
boundless old Qinling ocean. In the climactic orogeny stage of 1000 ~ 240 million years ago, the Yangtze plate carried the Qinling microplate convergence, underthrust, collision and
matching toward the North China plate(the line from Xiguanzhuang to Yangcheng is the suture zone). The old Qinling ocean died out and two plates merged into an integral whole. Since
240 million years ago, the orogenic belt entered the postorogenic period which was characterized by extension and uplifting, the Funiu Mountains suffering weathering and denudation
have gradually become the present features.

Round about 100 million years ago, the intermontane basins formed along the zone of faults. In the famous Xixia basin of the geopark, 8 families, 11 genra and 15 species, 2
conformis and 6 undefined species of dinosaur eggs have been discovered, among which Macroelongatoolithus xzxiacnsis and Prasmatoolithus gebrensis are the unique and rare types
in the world. As far as their unusual occurrence features may be rated as the first in the world, such as wide-spread distribution, large quantity, various type, perfect occurrence, the
symbiosis of dinosaur eggs with the skeleton and footprint fossils of dinosaurs, the radiation arrangement in pairs and 90 egg fossils discovered in one nest. Xixia basin is a demonstrating
field for studying the existing environment of dinosaurs, the organic evolution and the reasonable protection of dinosaur egg fossil community.

In the geopark, the different kinds of granite formed by the orogeny have suffered the tectonic denudation and water erosion, and has carved the Funiu Mountains into the picturesque
landscape with towering mountains, forest of peaks towering into the sky, range upon range of hills, valleys across valleys, deep gullies, deep and secluded pools and cool rivulets.

Because of the abundant rainfall and humid climate, the geopark is covered by dense vegetation. The water and soil conservation are well. The primitive natural ecology and
picturesque water body landscape have been kept well. Row upon row of the lofty ridges and towering mountains, boundless immense forests, towering old trees, cliffside waterfalls, rare
birds and animals, clear blue pools and clear water are all presented before our eyes and make you feel carefree and happy.

The villages and small townships surrounded by bright mountain flowers and green bamboos, the murmuring stream, the layer upon layer of terraced fields and the smoke curling
upward from kitchen chimneys make you feel as if you were in the Land of Peach Blossoms.

Xixia County has the beautiful landscapes, rich natural resources and products. The people of Xixia and the geopark warmly welcome you!
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[KB] Hydrosphere
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[ XS] Atmosphere
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