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Unit One 1

Unit One
Text
Grace in a “Bad Man”

| For a number of years my wife and I volunteered with a
Young Life club in our town. A young man in the club was not
doing well in school, was in and out of juvenile hall, and we
struck up a friendship with him. His home was a mess. Dad was
an alcoholic who emotionally and physically abused the entire
family. For six months we spent a lot of time with this young man
while his dad went through detox. |

Some time later, we decided to redo the tile in our kitchen,
and because we live in a small town we ordered the tile from the
“big city” sixty miles away. The tile company told us they didn’t
have enough personnel to lay the tile for three weeks but we could
get the job done immediately if we used someone local. They gave
us his name.

“Absolutely not!” I yelled into the phone. “That man is an
alcoholic, knocks his family around, and I don’t trust him. ” It
was the father of the young man we had helped. Startled, the
company promised to get someone else, but everyone was booked
up, so I reluctantly agreed to hire the man. I told my wife, “I am
going to watch him like a hawk. He is not going to cheat me. ” I
demanded a written estimate from him, and got one: $350 for
three days’ work.

On the third day it looked like he would finish on time.
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“Come by my office and I’ll write you a check,” I said. “Oh,” he
said, “I just need to talk to you about the money. ” I stormed out
i of my office and angrily reported to my wife, “I knew it. I knew
| he was going to try to cheat us out of some money--- Leave the
door to my office open, so you can see how I handle this guy. ”

At 5. p. m. he came into my office and began writing out a
i bill. T glanced through the door at my wife, with a look of testos-
| terone on my face. He started to hand me the bill, then paused and
said, “I am an alcoholic. A couple of years ago I almost lost my
family because of my drinking. I mistreated my wife and children,
espe01ally my oldest son. But you and your wife spent a lot of time
with h1m when he could have gone either way. Shortly after that I
went to Alcoholics Anonymous ( AA), and I’ve been sober ever
since. Because of you and your wife, I still have a relationship
with my son. I've never been able to thank you, but I'm thanking
you now”.

He handed me his bill for $350. “Paid in full” was written
across the page. We shook hands and he walked out. Humiliated,
I slumped down in my chair, speechless. ‘This alcoholic, abusmg,
untrustworthy man had just shown this arrogant, self-nghteous
snob the meaning of grace. All of us are broken, all of us are
i flawed, and all of us are undeserving. There’s no room for pride,
i a judgmental attitude, or arrogance. All of us have had our debt
“paid in full. ”

New‘ Words

absolutely ['absslu:tli] adv. A K, % 5 3k

abuse [o'bju:z] n BA,EZH,EH EE
v. MR BHHE;EE

alcoholic [ ,@lkotholik] adj. FHH5es
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n. %EE,BR
arrogant ['@rogont]| adj. #KIEH, B K8
arrogance ['&rogons] n. B ,JEX A K
attitude ['atitju:d] n AE,EF
cheat [tfi:t] ot #3%, %38 o ¥k, 4%
n. IBATH) ;BT
detox [di'to:ks] n. &%
emotionally [i'moufonali] adv. Z B A AN, &3
BAr b, s
estimate ['estimeit] ot. & vi. {53t ;3R 3 R4E
flaw [flo:] n. &5, 85, %
handle ['hendl] n F45,4eF
vi. B FHA . BB, B, £,
fik, &
hawk [ho:k] n BE; BRrAdY, LRKAY
vt. LA™ &
hire ['hais] u. RA,#A
n. AR, ER L, T4
humiliated [ hju;'milieitid] adj. £ £6, £ZHR e
judgmental [dzadz'montl] adj. #EF) 8
knock [nok] ot &wi. 3k, &, 37
ot. PR, BE AR, EA
local [‘loukol] adj. H.rbetd, % 3ed, Kty -
n. BIA, KA
mess [mes] ot FAE;FEL
no L ML ARG REE[ AL AR]
AL F]
mistreat [ mis'trist] o B, LML
order ['o:do] . 4B ;ITH,EH); KB . AE
vt. &ovi. E(RE, BHE)
pause [po:z] n. 12, %S
vi. 15 ; HiE
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personnel [ ,pa:so'nel] n (EM)AR; A T, AEH]
physically [ 'fizikli] adv. H4k E, A4k E
promise [‘promis] w. &vi. L, LR HFHE; TR
TJ‘: .
n RiE,ET;HE, WK
reluctantly [ri'laktontli] adv. R R, BE%
self —righteous [ self'raitfos] adi B A AR
slump [slamp] vi. K#E@EFTH, B2, REXTARLE
Fl#T]
n. mAER(E) (M RIAF ) &8
KRE
snob [snob] n. (#HEKTFTH)HADA BERAE
sober ['soubo] adj. K BERY; kARG Ay o
WA
ot. & vi. ()4, (1) #F8
startle [ 'sta;tl] o 4E4%K%k;1E Kvb—I%
storm [sto:m] n BRRA[F];BAWE(R) @44
AE
v, &vi. &k, BA vi. BAGEL
testosterone [ tes‘tostoroun] n. [ % ]EaF, 8
tile [tail] n REX,E#
vt. ARK E#5E %
undeserving [ ,andi'zs.vip] adj. B HWRE
untrustworthy [ An'trast wo:8i] adj. k434569 K14
FEEH
volunteer [ volon'tio] . & vi. A 3324k, § R
yell [jel] n. wek, 5w
vi. & vi. ™, 5w w &t
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Phrases & Expressions

agree to do sth. BETFEF

be booked up. i, LB, AT
cheat sb. out of sth. , cheat in / at sth. #:3&, 353 ( #] 3‘;&%“-)
glance at / over / through / round g .08 —F

have a relationship with sb. E5XARBEE(FR) LA

in full RABI, TAoH, 231

knock around = knock about (o) mBESH

on time A, AE

shake hands ( with sb. ) #F

slump down HERBETRET

strike up sth. ( with sb. ) F(LFRBARR)E
FEALE R XA

volunteer sth. / to do sth. / for sth. AFRP, AR

write out B RE

Proper Names

1. AA.:abbr. Alcoholics Anonymous [ £ %8 % 5 & o
2. juvenile hall Dk i1

Notes
This text is taken from English Salon 2007. 2.
Exercises

I. Comprehension; Answer the following questions.
1. What was the young man’s father like in the past?
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2. Whom did the company recommend to lay the tile?

3. Did the author agree to hire the young man’s father pleas-
antly? Why or why not?

4. Why did the young man’s father return the bill for $ 350 to
the couple?

5. What can we infer from the last paragraph?-

Il. Vocabulary Activities

Words & Phrases to drill

absolutely abuse agree to do sth. booked up
cheat sb. out of sth. cheat in/at sth. glance

have a relationship with sb. in full knock around/ about
on time promise reluctantly shake hands

slump down startled strike up sth (with sb. )
volunteer sth. /to do sth. /for sth.

i

1. Match the definitions in Column B with the italicized
words and phrases in Column A.

A B

__ 1) booked up a. ill-treat

__2) juvenile hall b. begin a friendship or
acquaintance

__3) strike up a friendship c. rush out

__4) abuse the family d. no more tables, seats or
rooms are available

__5) startled e. treat, behave towards

__6) reluctantly agree f. suitable for young people

__7) storm out of the room g. ashamed

__8) handle the guy h. astonished, surprised

__9) paid in full

ok o
.

without shortening
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anything
__10) be humiliated j. unwillingly :
2. Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases from the
Words & Phrases to drill box. Change the forms where

necessary.

1) The engineer said it was ____ impossible to begin the pro-
ject without fund. ’

2) He __ to get some information about that company.

3) The young man ___ the two children out of their money.

4) She _ shyly at him from behind her fan.

5) The ship had been _____ about by the storm.

6) Tired from his work, he __ into an armchair.

7) After waking up, she was ___ to find her lying on the
floor. '

8) Robert ____ up a friendship with a fellow passenger during
the trip.

9) With the help of the couple, the prisoner still has a
with his family members.

10) Please write down your name _____.

3. Complete the sentences with the proper forms of the
words given in the brackets.

1) All of us agreed _ as early as possible. ( start)

2) They seemed __ to help us out of trouble. (reluctant)

3) _ hands is very common in social occasions. (shake)

4) The alcoholic used to _ his entire family, so he was
sent to AA soon. (abuse)

5) All the seats in the restaurant ____ already. ( be booked up)

6) The country was the one that by defeat in the World
War II. ( humiliate)

7) Everyone ___the politician’s proposal, because it is im-
practical at present. ( agree)

8) __ , she picked up the photo of her baby on the floor.
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('startle)

9) People in the village have to admit the  fact. (abso-
lutely )

10) Although he was wounded, he was also eager  the

next campaign. ( volunteer)
IIL. Translate the following sentences into English.
1 WtyB 22 PEABHHYE —LERE, (West China)
2. XFFAAFZIHGAZNER AR,
(strike up a friendship with)
3. THALAABEILFLRETEANE, (gambling)
4. IR REAETTZ, BN RFRKRA 6423,
( goods , booked up)
5. HMAEAEN T FH O T T XEGFY,
(go either way)

Reading Activity
Doing Well by Doing Good

There is a man who 1’ d like to tell you about. His name is
Sandy Greenberg( it . ##{H#%). In his youth, Sandy was a
very good student, but he came from a poor family. And so he
went to Columbia University on a scholarship( %244 ) and there
he met his roommate who also was receiving financial aid ( 2%
B).

Now while he was a sophomore ( k2% — 42 %4 ) at Co-
lumbia University, Sandy contracted ( i, )8 4%) an eye disease
that eventually proved glaucoma( 35 Y%:HR ). But the trouble was, it
wasn’ t detected ( £ B, £24f) early enough, and as a result he be-
came legally blind. I ask you all to imagine for a moment having
been sighted all your life , and then all of a sudden being faced, in



Unit One 9

a very competitive (% 3% 4+ 7 ff ) school, with losing so much !
sight you could no longer read. This is what happened to Sandy
Greenberg.

But something else happened to Sandy that may surprise you.
Sandy said that when he lost his sight, his roommate would read
his textbooks to him every night.

So I’ m going to put you in that position, in a competitive
school Columbia, or Johns Hopkins ()5 . B4R k%) . If
your roommate had a serious disability ( #%2%), would you take
the time to read textbooks to him every night , knowing the more
you spend time reading textbooks to your roommate, perhaps the
less well you might do with your other activities? That’ s not as
easy a question as it first appears.

But luckily for Sandy, his roommate did. And as a result,
Sandy went on to graduate with honors. He got a Fulbright Schol-
arship ( & 7 #i5F 24 ) ,and he went off to study at Oxford. He
was still quite poor, but he said he had managed to save about five
hundred dollars as he went along. ,

His roommate, meanwhile, also went on to graduate school.
One day, Sandy got a call from him at Oxford. And his former ro-
ommate said, “Sandy, I’ m really unhappy. I really don’t like be-
ing in graduate school, and I don’t want to do this. ”

So Sandy asked, “ Well , what do you want to do?”

And his roommate told him, “ Sandy , I really love to sing. I
have a high school friend who plays the guitar. And we would re-
ally like to try our hand (i 5 F ) in the music business. But we
need to make a promo( HEG R LA 4 ) record, and in order to
do that I need $500. " _

Sandy Greenberg told me he took all his life savings and sent
it to his roommate. He told me ,“ You know, what else could I do
? He made my life; I needed to help make his life. ”

So, I hope you’ Il remember the power of doing well by doing




