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Wish All Shall Be Well, Jack Shall Have J1ll!
May Every Couple Have a Lovely Child!

(Preface)

A mother’s devotion to her children is the common emotion of mankind, which is even more selfless and permanent than love.
There is no exception for the Chinese people, yet it has such a long cultural tradition with specialties.

As an old Chinese saying goes, “Children bring good luck,” the origin of which could be traced back to over 3000 years ago,
when Dasi, the concubine of King Wen of the Western Zhou Dynasty, got pregnant, so the officials all congratulated, “Wish Dasi
give birth to a hundred baby boy to carry on the family name.” As time goes by, the wish was gradually condensed into the
concise saying, and the prosperity of offspring is regarded as the symbol of auspiciousness and happiness of the family.
Furthermore, it brought an old type of drawing—Hundred-Child Picture, which was the popular bridal ornament from the royal
people to the common ones. The bridal chamber in the past was always decorated with several or tens of hundred-child pictures
painted on papers and silks, made on vases and pots, and most important of all, embroidered on quilts and bed curtains, all to
create the joyful atmosphere.

Therefore, Chinese people, from generation to generation, hope the bride to give birth to a baby earlier. Even today, the
mother-in-law still put dates, peanuts, longans and lotus seeds in the bedclothes, for the Chinese pronunciations of the four
articles are homophonous with that of the wish “zaosheng guizi”. Once the bride gets pregnant, the newlyweds will begin the
prenatal education with full expectations. The address “pearly fetus” perfectly shows their wholehearted wish for the birth of
their healthy and promising baby. As is known to all, there are different methods of prenatal education, but the most popular one
is to look at the photos of lovely babies, because Chinese people believe if they look at the photos of pretty, smart and happy
kids, their forthcoming baby will definitely be the same. Thus, photos of happy children become the essential collection during

pregnancy.



This album collects over a hundred photos of happy children in China, inserted with the Hundred-Child Pictures created by
Yuan Keyi and Zhang Debao, who are respectively famous for the paintings of Kwan-yin, the Buddhist goddess of child-bearing,
and Maitreya, the laughing Buddha who is pretty kind and beloved by all the childen. We sincerely hope that this album will
extend our beautiful wishes and the kindness and blessing of Bodhisattva to the new couples.

In closing, we wish all shall be well, Jack shall have Jill! May every couple have a lovely child!

Zhao Changping
Aug. 2009
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Baby-sending Kwan-yin




Our prosperous B aﬁy




Hundred-Children Picture - Children at Play - Hiding and Seeking
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Hundred-Children Picture - Auspicious - To Get Three First in Succession
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Little drummer baby.
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I don't wanna talk to you no more!
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Cricket fighting
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I'm thinking of a good idea.




