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General Preface

The project of Constitutional Concepts Bilingual Series
(CCBS) was my proposal and successfully jointly sponsored
by the Institute of Federalism of University of Fribourg of the
Swiss Confederation (IFF) and the Law School of Hunan U-
niversity of P. R. China (LSHU).

Academic works can not be expected to guide reforms
directly, but good works usually have far-reaching and deep
influences on reform processes. In some sense, the more u-
niversally applicable the works are, the more applicable to
China they may be. This book series are not selected from
the published, but are written by Swiss law scholars on the
following bases.

1. Based on constitutional systems of Switzerland and
that of other developed countries, the book series-resurges
the thought processes of their explorations for constitutional-
ism, and distinguishes the essential, transitional, and acces-
sorial constitutional systems, so as to raise the self-con-
sciousness, self-moving and scientism of the Chinese pro-
gresses of socialistic constitutionalism with Chinese charac-
teristics.

2. Combining the experiences and practical examples
from Switzerland and other countries, the book series dem-
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onstrates the fundamental concepts of constitutionalism systemly
and exactly to find the starting points for application of related
theories in China.

3. Focusing the constitutionalism researches and constitu-
tionalism construction in China, the series provides rich refer-
ences and alternatives to rich references and alternatives to
scholars and policy makers as well as the Chinese public who
seek future reform, with rich reference materials.

The first series includes 6 books with subjects most relevant
of the reform debate: 1) Decentralization; A Comparative View;
2) Judicial Independence; 3) Rule of Law; 4) Ideas of Constitu-
tionalism ( Liberty, equality, fraternity, Security, Diversity and
Solidarity) ; 5) The Constitution of Market Economy; 6) Multicul-
tural Federalism: The Swiss Case; which reflect the most impor-
tant and controversial issues in the process of constitutional con-
struction of many countries.

This book series is academic works designed for popular
reading written by experts in the field with knowledge of compar-
ative study and transforming society. The content and the lan-
guage style were required with concrete standards. Each; histor-
ical review ( retrospective research), basic implications of the
concepts, institutional guarantees, lessons from the transitional
practices of other main former socialism countries, prospective
research, relevant case study of Switzerland. The language must
be easy for understanding and each book should include introdu-
cions of different concepts and practical examples. The require-
ments of language style are “easy enough for butchers to read,
deep enough for scholars to quote”. Of course, the beautiful
language and the wisdom of life will be appreciated.

The series and their authors and the west constitutionalism
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as well are not the teachers of us to construct Chinese Socialistic
constitutionalism, but are providers of constitutionalism refer-
ences and communicators of constitutionalism thoughts. In other
words, the West is not a model but a mirror.

It was quite a venture for me to invite foreign experts to write
the series for Chinese people. We owe great thanks to Prof.
Thomas Fleiner, Director of IFF; Prof. Lidija Basta Fleiner, the di-
rector of IRCC; Dominique Dreyer, Swiss ambassador to China;
Konrad Specker, officer of Swiss Agancy for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) ; Prof. Liu Dinghua and Prof. Shan Feiyue,
former dean of LSHU; and authors and translators of the book
series. Especially, we should thank Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Co-operation and Law School of LSHU for having given
us financial support to write and translate these manuscripts.

Xie Pengcheng
Beijing, 2008
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