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Abstract ————

Abstract

Ancient China’ s court music activities are not performances
which are decided by musicians themselves, or provisional arrange-
ments by rulers, but the joint efforts of various sorts of musical facili-
ties, laws, and behaviors which have become daily routines in special
court music and etiquette cultural backgrounds. Court music system of
Song dynasty in the present thesis is discussed in the above field. The
thesis focuses on the siructure and function of the Song dynasty court
music system. In particular, the author discusses in great detail the
periodical historical changes and practical effect of the court music
system from late Tang dynasty and Five Dynasties( Wu-dai, 7i{{) and
Ten Kingdoms ( shi — guo, +- &) to late Song dynasty. As a whole,

the author tries to reveal the internal basis and orbit of the changes on
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music activeties in Tang and Song dynasties from the perspective of
system and culture, in order to offer a reference for such problems as
the cultural transition of Tang and Song dynasties.

Specifically, this thesis discusses the following four court music
system in Song dynasty : court music institution and music official, the
function of Yue-Ji system in court music, the function of He-Gu sys-
tem in court music, and the system and characteristic of court music
performance. Based on the demonstrative order and framework, the
author points out that quite a few parts of musical institutions and mu-
sic official systems are inherited from late Tang dynasty and Five Dy-
nasties and Ten Kingdoms. It has three distinct stages in the develop-
ment process in the next three hundred years. Yue-Ji and He-Gu sys-
tem are both important facilities which are used to dispatch musican by
the court of Song dynasty. Comparatively speaking, Yue-Ji system
mainly plays its traditional role irh/(r)‘l;;anizing musican to coutribute
music and etiquette in the early and middle periods of the Northern
Song dynasty. However, since the late period of the Northern Song
Dynasty, especially since the time of the Southern Song dynasty, He-
Gu system has exerted a significant influence on court music activi-
ties, which directly leads to the interaction and communication be-
tween court music and folk music in a large scale. In addition, court
music activities in Song dynasty are carried out in a specific perform-
ance system. State sacrifice music{ Ya Yue, f /K ), Banquet music
(Yan Yue, #E4:) and Trumpet music ( Gu-Chui Yue, B 5k) have

their own characterictics of the rites which they rely on, and they dif-
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fer from each other apparently on the ideas which are given by rulers.

The author concludes in the last part that court music activities in
Song dynasty present clear periodical characteristics if a dividing line
is set between the period when Yuan-Feng period ( JG3,1078-1085)
in Shen Zong ruled Song and early the Southern Song dynasty. Court
music in early the Northern Song dynasty pays more attention to for-
mality. It has more orthodox and serious content. Its purpose is to in-
struct the etiquette. However, since late the Northern Song dynasty,
court music activities have gained more recreational elements little by
little, and the etiquette is less important than that in the Northern
Song dynasty. Since the Southern Song dynasty, as the scope and fre-
quency of playing court music reduced, the influences of formality and
etiquette on court music have declined considerably, and dirrerent
kinds of folk secular music have come into court music activities con-
stantly by He-Gu musicians. Since then, the recreational elements in

court music increases notably.

Keywords; Court Music System; Music Institution; Music Offi-
cial System; Yue-Ji( 4:$E) System; He-Gu( F1j& ) System; State Sac-
rifice Music( EERER)
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