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IBPGR AND SOYBEAN GENETiC RESGURCES
Zhou Ming--De
IBPGR Office for East Asia, Beijing, China
Abstract

Along with the development of human society agricultural production
developed. The modern breeding program began 50 years ago and provided
improved varieties to farmers, increasing yield and improving their
life standard. On the other hand, however, the more improved varieties
expanded, the more landrace and local varieties were replaced. The
environmental changes of rapid population growth, urbanization and
industrial development have brought seriou erosion of the enviromental
base and their habitats. Therefore, not only crops, but also their
wild relatives  are disappearing. To meet those threats,
IBPGR(Internatlonal Board for Plant Genetic Resources) was founded in
1974. IBPGR is an autonomous international scientific organization
under the aegis of the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The basic function of IBPGR is to
promote and coordinate an international network of genetic resources
centers to further the collecting, conservation, documentation,
evaluation and utilization of plant genetic resources. IBPGR
Headquarters is located in Rome and seven Regional Offices and three
Seed Handling Units are based in different part of the world. In
addition, IBPGR has three full time collectors based in Africa. After
16 years IBPGR has achieved great accomplishment in collecting,
conservation, training and publication.

Soybean genetic resources rate a high global priority for genetic
resources work. IBPGR convened an ad hoc expert Working Group on the
genetic resources of Glysme species. IBPGR published the Report of
the Working Group in 1983 titled genetic resources of soybean. In 1985
IBPGR published another brochure, namely Director of germplasm
collections for food legume, (soybean) Genus Glysine includes two
subgenus soja (annual) and Glycine (perennial). The annual subgenus
soja including G.max (L.) Merr and G.Soja Sieb & Zuce. G.max (L.) Merr
is cultivated soybean in eastern Asxa now grown worldwide. G.Soja
Sieb & Zucc is wild soybean, found in China, Japan, Korean Peninsula
and USSR. Review .of existing collections in the world are presented
and the information of IBPGR registered base collections for soybean
in Japan, United States and Australis were given.
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