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National Defense University Book Series—Writings of Academic
Branches

General Introduc_tion

Academic Branches are the foundation stones for teaching and
research activities of a university. Without first-rate academic
branches, it can not become the first—rate university, let' alone
cultivate the first-rate talented persons.

The National Defense University (NDU) is the highest military
educational institution in China. Its history can be traced back to the
year of 1927 when The Red Army Training Unit was established.
During the period of Anti-Japanese War, it developed into The
Anti -Japanese Military and Political College. After the foundation of
New China, it came to be Nanjing Military College. In 1980s, three
colleges merged into the present NDU. With the successive pass—on
of its cherished heritages, the university always regards the
cultivation of talented officers and the military theory innovation as
its lofty mission. The development of academic branches is always
put at the outstanding strategic position, and is taken as the basic
project for developing NDU into a comprehensive joint commanding
university that accords with demands of the present era, reaches the
world advanced levels and has the typical characteristics of our
armed forces. It is also considered as the important pillar for
exploring and building up the military theory skyscraper with Chinese
characteristics.

Professional writings are the expression of theoretical highlights
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of academic branches. An excellent writing with its profound theory
and academic attraction reveals the philosophical edge, radiates the
wisdom lights, lays the foundation of the academic branch, and
leads the academic branch development. To publish NDU Book
Series—Writings of Academic Branches is an important step to
promote the development of academic branches. It has been
considered for years. Now it is coming into print and will be
gradually completed. This book series is the collective product that
embodies the painstaking and even heart-bleeding efforts of several
generations in NDU. And it is the representation of progressive
spirits and innovative achievements of the new teaching and research
generation. It is a sort of beneficial try to explore and innovate
military theories with Chinese characteristics. And it is the
combinative product of the world advanced military theory and the
Chinese military practices. It is the collection and output of NDU
"says" originating in the experiences of Chinese military practices.
And it is the concentrative show of NDU teaching and research
capabilities and levels, and the systematic explanation of new
theories and doctrines. Also, it is the product by the NDU people
with their assiduous seeking efforts and hard—working devotions in
exploring philosophies of armed forces building and management and
how to win the war.

The publication of this series attempts to achieve two purposes:
First, to meet the requirements of ongoing RMA with Chinese
characteristics and the preparation of military operations, and to
serve the cultivation of talented officers and the military theory

innovation; Second, to promote the scientific standardization and
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systematic establishment of the writings of academic branches, and
gradually to form a complete academic theory system, so as to
provide a better service for the national defense building and armed
forces modernization.

Any academic branch, from its establishment and developing
into the mature one with superiorities and characteristics, needs
practice proving and historical accumulation. The development of
writings of academic branches and their textbooks is a continuous
process of innovation. We hope this series will serve as the bridge
and tie. We sincerely expect experts and scholars, who devote
yourselves to military science researches, concern yourselves about
the development of academic branches and their basic theory
researches, apply yourselves to the academic pursuits with great
concentration, bend yourselves to innovation, and produce better
and more highlights of professional writings, so as to do greater
contributions to the pass—on of the advanced military culture, the
prosperity and development of military science with Chinese

characteristics.

The Academic Committee of
National Defense University, PLA
November 2007
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