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Unit One

Essay on America
. Stanley Zir

When the Puritans lived in England they were
-persecuted for their religious beliefs. The Church
of England prohibited them from worshipping in
their own way. There was no debate about the
validity of the Puritan’s doctrine. They were
considered heretics by the absolute power and
authority of the Church, exercising the power of
the Status Quo.

The Church of England believed in
Christianity. But was it the teaching of their
founder to persecute others lock them up and take away their freedom simply because
their beliefs were different? In this case, if they had cared to see, their own professed
beliefs would have acted as a mirror to expose their hypocrisy and evil.

Having the chance to resettle in America the Puritans acted. If they had stayed in
England, the Church and the Government would have destroyed them because of their
beliefs and because they did not have the support perseente/pma R L T

from the general populace at the time. down, or put to death, esp for religious or political
opinions
prohibit /pra‘hibit/ v. to forbid; to prevent
What happened to the Puritans and their heretic /'herotik/ . . the upholder of a heresy; b.

p g g A 2 a person whose views are at variance with those of
choice to settle in America set in motion a wave the majority

of determination so great it not only became the Status Quo the existing state of affairs esp regard-

X! ing the social and political issues: They have a
driving force of the development and character vested infarest it i e B ce L o0,

of American society but it also became the hypocrisy /hr'pokrosi/ n. a. a feigning to be better

§ " . than one is, or to be what one is not; b. conceal-
impetus for the spreading of human rights and ment of it chiiets T or .

democracy worldwide. populace /' popjulas/ n. the common people; those
notdistinguished by rank, education, office, etc
impetus /'impitas/ n. momentum; impulse; incen-

Why was this force so powerful that nothing ~tive

1
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could stop it from displaying its indomitable resolve /m'zolv/ n. a. resolution; b. fixed purpose; ¢. firm-
o _— e ness of purpose; d. solution ‘
resolve in the human . irit? The Church Of domain /dou'mem/ n. a. what one is master of or has do-
England tried to suppress the individual in  minion over; b. an estate or territory that is owned or
their spiritual beliefs, their private domain, govemed by aperson, a family or a ruler; c. ownership; d.
a public park or recreation area; e. the scope or range of
the seat of life where all people inquire any subject or sphere of knowledge
. . 3 seat /siit/ n. a. that on or in which sth rests; b. site, situa-
about their own CXISICRES, It . tried to tion; c. a place where anything is located, settled, or es-
imprison their mind, the seat of judgment tablished
which is the main driving force to discern discern /di's3:n/ v. a to makfe out; b. to distinguish by
3 the eye or understanding; ¢. to judge
good from evil.  This triggered a chain saturate/'setforett/v. a. to soak: b. to imbue; <. to fill to
reaction that would release the flow of the fullest extent possible; d. to satisfy all the valencies
of; e. to cover completely with bombs dropped simultane-
individual rights, that would saturate the ously
American psyche,  thus becoming the Psyche/sakin. the soul, spirit or mind
v 118 subdue /sab'djui/ v. a. to overcome, conquer; b. to over-
driving force that would shape our history power; c. to subject; d. to make submissive
and become the standard of behavior to indignity /m'dlgx.mi/ n. a. unworthiness; b. disgrace; c.
dishonour; d. indignation, anger
protect what is most noble in humanity. far cry advanced utterance, slogan
monarch /'monak/ n.  a sole hereditary head of a state,
whether titular or ruling
Now the seed was planted, from that accountable />'kavntobal/ adj. a. liable to account, re-

time on the given right of the individual to SPesible; - explicable

stand up and defend himself against any force or system that would subdue his rights
was set in motion. This phenomenon where noble ideals continue to rise up even from
the ashes of our own indignities is uniquely American. The fact that we continually
champion the cause for individual rights under any circumstances is what makes our
struggle so important to the world’s social structure and its future.

As time continued, many other people came to this country, some for political
reasons, some to escape prosecution and persecution, some for economic reasons, and
many were forced to come here and be sold as slaves. Soon many different colonies
were formed containing people from all parts of the globe, but still the English
maintained an oppressive social and economic grip over the colonies. The colonists
were an independent lot and there was no way they accepted the Church of England or
the aristocratic social structure as something they could embrace.

This became apparent in the War of Independence, which produced documents
such as the Declaration of Independence and eventually the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights. These would confirm that the foundation of the céuntry was the focus on
individual freedom. This was a far cry from a monarch and aristocracy where the
people were neither empowered by charter or even given the right to hold their own
leaders accountable for their actions. Through this struggle a government was formed

2
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by the people and for the people where the leaders would be directly accountable to its
citizens.

Jefferson stated in the past people were never empowered to censure or punish
their leaders and those that would even raise their voice in protest were considered
traitors.

This right is of central importance because it truly defines the core of our social
and ethical system, which had set us apart from the rest of the world. The Constitution
provided the separation of Church and State. Now the government became the blanket
under which all people could have their own beliefs, the freedom to speak out without
fear of backlash from any group, religious institution or the government itself.

The government was structured to protect and defend the rights of all the people.
Thus it became the model that influenced thinking so deeply, that it would give rise to
the movement of enhghtened structures in both the secular and religious realm in the
twenty first century.

This is in direct concurrence with the spirit and teachings of great religious
leaders where the integrity of the individual is to be cherished and protected. These
founding documents would be the foundation for the rights of each individual and
would be the building blocks of a new emerging civilization where the people are
empowered to keep those who are in positions of authority in check, in other words, to
keep the status quo in check.

Even though these documents were founded to protect the rights of the individual
there was still slavery. These Americans of African descent were considered 3/5
human. Now the Church in America became hypocritical. Not only did their own
religious doctrines mirror their hypocrisy, but e
the Bill of Rights exposed their evil. They had ;;;’;‘n’;f :nt{;n";; :,epa:;:: e opiion or
condoned and even protected the idea of traitor/'trerta/ n. a abetrayer; b apersonwhocommits

. qe . . treason
Slaver}’- But the force of individual l‘lghtS and backlash /'baekle[/ n. reaction or consequence, esp if

the integrity of individuals continued to drive violent

f d d that it . . realm /relm/ n. domain, field
orward and now that it was written into our concurrence /kan'kArans/ n. a. agreement; b. assent;

sacred founding documents, such hypocrisy « coincidence

integrity /m'tegmti/ n. a. entireness, wholeness; b.
could not last. the unimpaired state of anything; ¢. uprightness; d.
honesty; e. purity
condone /kon'doun/ v. to forgive; to pass over
without blame, overlook intentionally; to excuse

With the appearance of Lincoln the
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status quo was challenged again and an institution that had supported social injustice
was challenged by the integrity of the Bill of Rights. With that established, the
indignity of slavery gave birth to the Emancipation Proclamation. Again the status
quo was put in check by our sacred doctrines and the people who chose to speak out,
protect and honor them. The gap between the doctrines of the people and their actions
now became smaller.

Amazingly, this driving force keeps moving forward like a raging current that has
only one purpose: to wash away all that is evil and perverse.

Throughout the twentieth century this force continued to gather momentum,
drawing into its vortex all manner of movements: women’s rights, civil rights,
worker’s rights—the list goes on, the roar gets louder! The strength of the people to
rise to the occasion when justice is thwarted continues. Now the seed planted over two
hundred years ago honoring the integrity of life and the individual, acts as the flag for
a fortress that eternally protects all humanity from the
advancement of tyranny and terrorism. This ideal alone is what directs our destiny and
defines us as Americans.

our invincible fortress,

perverse /pa'vais/ adj. a. turning aside from right or
truth; b. obstinately determined when in the wrong; c.
capricious and unreasonable in opposition;  d.
wrong-headed, stubborn; e. deliberately wicked
momentum /mav'mentom/ n. force of motion gained in
movement, impetus

vortex /'vorteks/ n. a. a whirling motion of a liquid, gas
or fire forming a cavity in the center; b. a pursuit, way
of life, situation, etc, that engulfs one irresistibly or re-
morselessly, taking up all one’s attention or energies
thwart /@wo:t/ v. to prevent, to frustrate

invincible /in'vinsabal/ adj. that cannot be defeated
or overcome;insuperable

fortress /'fortrs/ n. a fortified place; a defence

tyranny /'tironi/ n. a. absolute or illegal established
power; b. the government or authority of a tyrant; c. ab-
solute power cruelly administered; d. oppression, cruel-
ty, harshness

America remains the great enigma to
the rest of the world. How can a country that
is so young give birth to a process that is so
profound and so advanced? The answer lies
in the fact that all countries in the world
throughout history except America are
homogenous where the system’s main stress
had been on the group, not the individual.
Within these systems many individuals have
had to sacrifice themselves to save the group
or save face of the community even at the

enigma /I'nigma/ n. 4. a statement with a hidden mean-
ing to be guessed; b. anything very obscure; ¢. a myste-
rious person or situation; d. a riddle

homogenous /,hauma'dzmas/ adj. a. of the same kind
or nature; b. having the constituent elements similar
throughout; c. of the same degree or dimension in every
term

ostracize /'ostrasarz/ v. to exclude from society or from
one’s social group

acquiesce /,a@kwr'es/ v. to rest satisfied or without making
opposition; to assent

expense of their own integrity. An individual
in those systems rarely questions authority
and in the rare cases that it happens, the
person finds himself cut off or ostracized
from the community where the social trends
to authority is the only
acceptable behavior to keep the society
unified and in harmony.

acquiescing

4
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But America emphasizes the develop' frample on to tread roughly or in contempt; to tread

ment of a strong, outspoken individual as  forcibly and rapidly
. etch /et[/ v. to design on metal, glass, etc by eating out the

the makeup of the group and nation, who lines with an acid: toab bk corrods
would willingly, if necessary, give their
lives to protect the integrity of the individual and their freedom first and foremost. We
do not keep silent or acquiesce or sacrifice our lives and dignity to support any people
or group that would trample on the rights of the individual, claiming to preserve and
protect our nation.

In this land, no group or authority can ever silence the people from speaking out
for change or standing up against injustice to the people. This process will never
cease. Only you can have the choice to exercise this right and etch your life in glorious
victory for all the people. This is your choice, your privilege and your responsibility as
free people. '

America knows how to put the status quo in check. This is our nature. It is in our
blood. It is what keeps our hearts pure. We have taken the bold step to honor the en-
lightenment and the development of the individual as the key building block to a new
global civilization.

{
\_{ Ve

N 1_}\-;-%« Cultural Notes

— ’

Puritan—A person who in the time of Elizabeth and the Stuarts wished to carry
the reformation of the Church of England further by purifying it of ceremony; an
opponent of the Church of England on account of its retention of much of the rit-
ual and belief of the Roman Catholics; an opponent of the Royalists in the 17th
century; a person of similar views to, or in sympathy with, those of the historical
Puritans.

The Church of England—The Church of England is the officially established
Christian church in England, and is the “mother” of the worldwide Anglican Com-
munion, the oldest among its nearly 40 independent national churches. The Church
of England considers itself to stand both in a reformed tradition and in a catholic
one (as in , meaning “pertaining to the whole ”): Reformed insofar as many of the
principles of the early Protestants as well as the subsequent Protestant Reforma-
tion have influenced it, and insofar as it does not accept Papal authority.
Catholic in that it views itself as the unbroken continuation of the early apostolic

5
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and later medieval universal church, rather than as a new formation. In its cus-
toms and liturgy it has retained more of that tradition than most other reformed
churches.

War of Independence (1775—1783)—It was fought by the British colonies in
the present U. S. against the mother country. Underlying causes were social, eco-
nomic, political, religious, and geographic. The victory of the colonies led to
their separation from Great Britain and the foundation of the U. S..

Declaration of Independence—The formal proclamation of the 13 colonies, an-
nouncing their separation from Great Britain, was adopted July 4, 1776. The ac-
tual writing was done by Jefferson and the document is based on the natu-
ral-rights theory of government.

Bill of Rights—The first ten amendments to the U. S. Constitution, passed in
1791. Their main guarantees are the freedom of worship, of speech, of press, of
assembly, of petition for redress of grievances, and against being deprived of life,
liberty, or property without “due process of law.”

Thomas Jefferson (1743—1826)—3rd President of the U. S. (1801—1809). He
was almost wholly responsible for the spirit and phrasing of the Declaration of
Independence.

Abraham Lincoln (1809—1865)—16th President of the U. S. (1861—1865).
The most famous of his executive acts was the Emancipation Proclamation
(1862), which freed slaves in rebellious territory, while those in loyal or con-
quered states were to be freed by later legislation.

Emancipation Proclamation—Order made by U.S. President Abraham Lincoln
in 1862 that freed all southern slaves.

Exercises

L. Answer the following

L

3 M"‘fc‘w&y ':‘JJL\"; 1
duestionsy

1. Why did the early puritans have to flee to the American Continent?
2. In what sense is the Church of England hypocritical?
3.How do you understand a government by the people, for the people and of the
people?
6



Unit One
4. What right lies as the core in American social and ethical system and why?

5. After reading the text, how do you understand “America knows how to put the
status quo in check”?

IL. Decide whether the following Statements fare true or false.

1. The doctrine proposed by puritans required a lot of research, and therefore they
traveled to the U. S. to practise it.

2. Once settled in America, the puritans could get rid of all their trouble, no matter
religious or political.

3. Documents such as Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights contributed to individual freedom.

4. Lincoln challenged slavery, a kind of social injustice, which was protected by
the Bill of Rights. -

5. According to the author the advancement ofthe U. S. lies mainly in its youth, which
is in turn lack of burden.

I11. Paraphrase the following phrase(s)/and s ) in English.
1. There was no debate about the validity of the Puritan’s doctrine.
2. Having the chance to resettle in America the Puritans acted.
3. a wave of determination
4. saturate the American psyche
5. champion the cause
6. The Constitution provided the separation of Church and State.
7. invincible fortress
8. etch your life in glorious victory for all the people

IV. Translate the folloyingSéntenc

1. But was it the teaching of their founder to persecute others, lock them up and
take away their freedom simply because their beliefs were different?

2. The Church of England tried to suppress the individual in their spiritual beliefs,
their private domain, the seat of life where all people inquire about their own
existence.

3. This phenomenon where noble ideals continue to rise up even from the ashes of
our own indignities is uniquely American.

4. The colonists were an independent lot and there was no way they accepted the
Church of England or the aristocratic social structure as something they could
embrace.
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5. Jefferson stated in the past people were never empowered to censure or punish
their leaders and those that would even raise their voice in protest were consid-
ered traitors. ,

6. These founding documents would be the foundation for the rights of each
individual and would be the building blocks of a new emerging civilization
where the people are empowered to keep those who are in positions of authori-
ty in check, in other words, to keep the status quo in check.

V. Respond to eachlofithe
1. When immigrants in a great number settled in a country, they would influence
that country in no small way.
2. Historically speaking, individualism in a specific country is reinforced gradually.
3. Some movements like women’s rights, civil rights, and worker’s rights empha-
size social justice other than submission to authority.

statements.

an statements in

supportiyour. viewpointionfonelofithe

Western Civilisation Faces a Stark Choice
Richard Koch and Chris Smith

In 1900, most westerners were confident and optimistic, full of pride about their
civilisation. Since then, the west has made enormous strides in economic, scientific,
military, political and social terms. Yet the earlier confidence has gone.

stride /atraud] b e M ot i i We have stopped believing in the ideas that
long steps; b. a single long step; c.astepof  drove earlier generations to improve the world. Six
zi‘i’i‘z;w/u o topushorpressonward 1N ideas made the west, century after century,
forcibly; urge forward; b. to guide, or di- progressively successful, powerful, and attractive—
rect (a vehicle) o S . .
Brosnepioliie L Christianity, optimism, science, economic growth,
ingly individualism and liberalism. Are these ideas past—
sell-by date the date that tells the store
how long to display the product for sale
secular /'sekjula/ adj. worldly rather than
spiritual

their sell-by date?

Christianity: western secular values, above all




