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A Beautiful Mind

(RS R)Z—8 LA AT oy £ 7 2 7 4 Al 1 Al 1E oy A 4 £ 32
Fo MABRBTRYFLBE, LFELET 2002 Fo B XHLRK
BRI ®BhEANEB LA 4o B SR A #TTHARAD

Scene 1

It begins with John Nash as a graduate student at Princeton,a young
man without much in the way of social skills but not without a certain
impish humor. He becomes friends with his roommate , Charles Herman,
who is everything he is not,dashing and charismatic.

Charles : The prodigal roommate arrives! Oh God,no,did you know
that having a hangover is not having enough water in your body to run
the creep cycles, which is exactly what happens to you when you’ re dy-
ing of thirst. So, dying of thirst would probably feel very much like the
hangover that finally bloody kills you. John Nash?

Nash: Hello.

Charles: Charles Herman. Pleased to meet you.

(They are chatting on the roof. )

Charles: So what’s your story? You’ re the poor kid that never got

to Exeter or Andover?
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‘Nasﬁ: Despite my privileged upbringing, I’ m actually quite well
balanced. I have a chip on both shoulders.

Charles : Maybe you’ re just better with the old integers than you are
with people.

Nash: My first grade teacher, she told me that I was born with two
helpings of brain, but only half a helping of heart.

Charles;: Wow, she sounds lovely.

Nash: The truth is that I don’ t like people much, and they don’ t
much like me.

Charles : But why, for your obvious wit and charm? Seriously John,
mathematics , mathematics is never going to lead you to higher truth. And
you know why? Because it’ s boring.

Nash: You know half these schoolboys are already published. I can-
not waste time with these classes and these books memorizing the weak
assumptions of lesser mortals. I need to look through to the governing dy-
namics. Find a truly original idea, that’ s the only way 1’11 ever distin-
guish myself,it’ s the only way that 1’1l ever---

Charles: Math it.
Nash: Yes.

Scene 2

One night when out with his classmates at a local bar, Nash is in-
spired by a stunning blonde and establishes a game theory on competition

that contradicts 150 — year of doctrine first set forth by the Father of



Modern Economics, Adam Smith.
Charles: Nash. You might want to stop shuffling your papers for
five seconds.
Nash: I will not buy you gentlemen beer.
Classmate A: Oh,we’ re not here for beer, my friend.
Nash: Oh,does anyone else feel she’ s moving in slow motion?
Classmate B: Will she want a large wedding,do you think?
Classmate A: So what do you say, swords gentlemen, pistols at
dawn.
Classmate C: Have you remembered nothing? Recall the lessons of

Adam Smith,the Father of Modern Economics.

Classmates: In competition, individual ambition serves the common
good. il
Classmate C: Exactly. Every man for himself , gentlemen. ‘Ié-
Classmate D: And those who strike out are stuck with their friends. ’;gu
Nash: I’ m not going to strike out. ﬁ]
Classmate A: You can lead a blonde to water,but you can’t make ?
her drink. %
Classmate B: I don’ t think he said that. All right nobody move. No-
body move. She’ s looking over; all right she’ s looking at Nash.
Nash: Oh God!
Classmate C: Alright, he may have the upper hand now, but wait
until he opens his mouth.

Classmate B: Remember the last time?
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Claggmate A: Ah yes,that was one for the history books.
Nash: Adam Smith needs revision.
Classmate C: What are you talking about?
Nash: If we all go for the blonde,we block each other, not a single
one of us is going to get her. So then we go for her friends, but they will
all give us the cold shoulder because nobody likes to be second choice.
But, what if no one goes for the blonde, we don’t get in each other’ s
way and we don’ t insult the other girls,and so we’ 1l win. Adam Smith
said the best result comes from everyone in the group doing what’ s best
for himself, right? That” s what he said, right? Incomplete , incomplete.
OK, because the best result will come from everyone in the group doing
what’ s best for himself and the group.

Classmate C: Nash, this is some way for you to get the blonde on
your own. You can go to hell.

Nash: Governing dynamics, gentlemen, governing dynamics, Adam
Smith was wrong! Here we go!
(He stands up and walks quickly away. )

Classmates; Careful ,careful !
Scene 3

Nash’ s theory paper earns him kudos in his field and a coveted re-
search and teaching position at MIT.

Professor: You do realize this flies in the face of 150 years of eco-
nomic theory.

Nash: Yes,I do,sir.



Professor; That’s rather pre — sumptuous,don’t you

Nash: Yes,sir. ,

Professor: Well, Mr. Nash, with a breakthrough of this magnitude,
I’ m confident you will get any placement you like. Wheeler Labs, they’
11 ask you to recommend two team members. Steels and Frank are excel-
lent choices. '

Nash: Sol and Bender, sir.

Professor: Sol and Bender, are extraordinary mathematicians. Has it
occurred to you,Mr. Nash, that Sol and Bender might have plans of their

own?
Scene 4

Nash meets and falls in love with a student in his class, the lovely,
elegant Alicia, who also loves him dearly.

Nash; Alicia,please don’t be angry,I just have a ton of work, a-
gain. I’ m sorry,I haven’t had time to wrap it. Happy Birthday! This is
refractive of the faces of glass, you see,they create the full wavelength of
the spectrum. So if you look inside it,you can see:--

Alicia: Every possible colour.

Nash: Every possible colour. Remember you said that time that God
must be a painter because of all the colours? At the governor’ s house,
you said that?

Alicia: I didn’t think you were listening.

Nash; I was listening.

Alicia: It’ s beautiful!

Nash: Alicia,now we should have some kind of long — term com-
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“ent{?}I need some kind of proof, some kind of verifiable empirical
data.

Alicia: I’ m sorry to say that at the moment I need to define my
girlish notions of romance. A proof:---verifiable data---OK, well ,how big
is the universe?

Nash: Infinite.

Alicia; How do you know?

Nash: I know because all the data indicate the same thing.

Alicia: But has it been proven yet?

Nash: No.

Alicia;: You haven’t seen it yet?

Nash: No.

Alicia; How do you know for sure?

Nash: I don’t. I just believe it.

Alicia: It’ s the same with love, I guess. Well, the part that you
don’ t know is that I want to marry you.

Scene 5

Nash believes he is being pursued by a federal agent, and imagines
himself in chase scenes. He begins to find patterns where no patterns ex-
ist. Eventually ,Nash was diagnosed with schizophrenia.

Alicia; What’ s wrong with him?

Dr. Rosen: John has schizophrenia. People with this disorder are of-
ten paranoid.

Alicia: But his work---He deals with conspiracies , s0-+ -

Dr. Rosen: Yes, yes,I know. In John’ s world, these behaviors are



accepted , encouraged ,as such his illness may have gone untreas
ger than is typical.

Alicia: What do you mean,how long?

Dr. Rosen: Possibly since graduate school, at least that’ s when his
hallucinations seem to have begun.”

Alicia; What are you talking about,what hallucinations?

Dr. Rosen: One so far that I’ m aware of,an imaginary roommate
named Charles Herman.

Alicia; Charles isn’ t imaginary; he and John have been best friends
since Princeton.

Dr. Rosen: Have you ever met Charles? Has he ever come to din-
ner?

Alicia: He’ s always in town for several times,lecturing.

Dr. Rosen: Was he at your wedding?

Alicia: He has to teach.

Dr. Rosen: Have you seen a picture of him? Ever talk to him on the
telephone?

Alicia; This is ridiculous!

Dr. Rosen: I phoned Princeton. According to their housing records,
John lived alone,well, which is more likely,that your husband, a mathe-
matician with no military training is a government spy fleeing the Rus-
sians---

Alicia: You’re making him sound crazy.

Dr. Rosen: Or that he has lost his grip on reality? Now the only way
that I can help him is to show him the difference between what’ s real and

what is in his mind. What’ s he been working on?
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éia; His work is classified.

Dr. Rosen: He mentioned a supervisor, by the name of William
Pafchér,maybe Mr. Parcher can clarify things for us,but I can’t get to

him without clearances.
Alicia: You want me to help you get the details of my.husband’ s
work?
Dr. Rosen: John thinks I’ m a Russian spy,is that what you think?
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