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Can't the Dragon Represent the Image of China?
2F HEMERXFAXFHROUK

Recently, the secretary of the Party Committee of Shanghai International

Studies University Wu Youfu really gave us a surprise. In one seminar, he said, “ The

image of the dragon is thought to be a kind of dominant and aggressive monster,




and therefore it often causes foreigners who are not familiar with Chinese history and
culture to have some misunderstandings about China. ” He also claimed that he had
been working on an important research to renew the image of China, which has
already been accepted as a social science project of Shanghai. Heated discussion,
both pro and con, follows. Dragon, the history of which has been over 7,000
years, is the participant and witness of the development of China and has been an
important part of Chinese culture. We believe that it is senseless to abandon the
historic image just because of possible misunderstandings.

Another professor of Shanghai International Studies University, Jin Lixin, offers
his approval of changing the dragon image. He said, “The dragon image shouldn’t
be the symbol of China. It's only a sign of feudalism and autocracy. First, the dragon
is often associated with the Emperor. So the descendents of ‘dragon’ have nothing
to do with us but the lineage of the King. Second, as for the interpretation of its
auspiciousness, it means only when you are under its control can you get luck,
through which dictatorship is fully embodied. Third, the dragon doesn't really exist,
unlike the eagle of America, so people always have different opinions on its attributes
and characteristics. Worshiping an unreal ‘dragon’ shows that we lack a clear-cut
idol spiritually. ”

At first glance, what he said seems plausible, but when we do further research,
we can find his argument less convincing. First, the dragon culture began 7,000
years ago, much earlier than the appearance of the King. What's more, when
“dragon” is mentioned nowadays, what comes to our mind is a kind of enterprising
spirit and resolution, which has nothing to do with the King at all. Second,
“dragon” is a totem. Praying to totem or God in order to get protection is the
general character of all peoples in the world. Third, the national emblem of Russia is
a two-headed eagle which doesn’t exist either. Maybe Russia should change that
emblem, too.

In the Western culture, it's true that the image of a dragon is the incarnation of
wickedness and evil. In Western society, a dragon is often used to describe a bad-
tempered person, a deficit, and even terrorism. That is mainly because when the
image was introduced into the Western world where the Christian culture prevailed, it

was wrongly translated into the word “dragon” which represented the evil Satan.




