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CONTEXT

CONTEXT

. K. Rowling began her career in the early 1990s,

writing on restaurant napkins and drinking cups of

espresso while her newborn baby daughter, Jessica,

slept soundly at her side. Recently divorced and liv-
ing on welfare, Rowling could not afford to properly heat her
small apartment, nor could she buy a word processor, so she
instead spent her days in cafes and wrote nearly all of her first
novel by hand. The result of Rowling’s work, Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone, was passed over by dozens of
publishers, who each believed it to be too long, too complex,
and far too slow. Eventually, in 1996, British publisher
Bloomsbury Press bought the book, and Rowling’s career ex-
ploded almost overnight. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone set record sales, made literary history, and changed the
way children read forever. Quickly, Rowling began gathering
prestigious awards. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was
eventually named Children’s Book of the Year at the 1997
British Book Awards, and in 1998 the book was pronounced
Best Book of the Year by both Parenting magazine and the
New York Public Library and deemed “One of the Best Books
of 1998” by Publishers Weekly, School Library Journal, and
Booklist.

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the sixth and
penultimate installment in the series and widely considered to
be the darkest of the books thus far. A major character dies,
and Harry finds love, events that bring a newfound maturity to
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*HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE

the young wizard’s world. Released two years after its -prede-
cessor, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, fans of the
series were extremely eager to hear what awaited their beloved
protagonist, and many waited for hours at bookstores across
the globe, dressed as their favorite characters. To date, the
books have sold 270 million copies and been translated into
sixty-two languages. With an estimated fortune of $1 billion,
J. K. Rowling is now the richest woman in Britain and the
most ﬁnanciélly successful author of all time. In its first twen-
ty-four hours of release, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince sold about 9 million copies in Britain and the United
States combined (6.9 million in the United States, 2 million in
Britain), beating out Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix by a considerable margin. (In its first twenty-four
hours, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix sold only 5
million copies in the United States). In its opening weekend,
the U.S. sales of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince were
higher than the combined totals of the number one and number
two movies at the box office (Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory and The Wedding Crashers, respectively).

Still, Rowling has had to contend with considerable back-
lash, particularly from Christian groups who believe the se-
ries’ pagan imagery is dangerous to their children. Since 1999,
the Harry Potter books have sat atop the American Library As-
sociation’s list of most protested books, with some American
churches banning the books altogether. The moral ambiguity
of the series—there is good magic and dark magic, but it is
often unclear who is responsible for what, and characters in-
troduced as good are often later revealed to be evil—is the

cause of great controversy among parents and school and reli-
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*HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE

gious officials. Rowling has cited her inspiration for the series
as “The idea that we could have a child who escapes from the
confines of the adult world and goes somewhere where he has
power, both literally and metaphorically.” Consequently, many
of the books’ supporters argue that the idea of a child con-
trolling his own destiny, making profound choices, and learn-
ing to control his environment is what frightens parents, and it
is not necessarily the occult implications that have led to the
books’ controversial reception. Regardless, the Harry Potter
books have been licensed for a series of successful Warner
Brothers films, the first three of which have already earned
spots on the list of the twenty highest-grossing films of all
time. In March 2001, Rowling received an OBE (Order of the
British Empire) medal of achievement from the Queen of
England. She married her second husband, Dr. Neil Murray,
later that same year. Rowling’s immense success has guaranteed
her a secure spot in the literary canon.
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PLOT OVERVIEW

ord Voldemort has returned to power, and his wrath

has been felt in both the Muggle and Wizarding

worlds. Severus Snépe, long considered an enemy of

Voldemort and a member of Dumbledore’s
anti-Voldemort coalition, the Order of the Phoenix, meets with
Narcissa Malfoy, mother of Draco Malfoy and wife of Lucius,
an imprisoned Death Eater. Snape makes an Un-breakable
Vow to Narcissa, promising to protect her son, Malfoy .

Dumbledore heads to 4 Privet Drive to collect Harry from
his aunt and uncle. On their way to the Burrow, Harry and
Dumbledore stop to recruit Horace Slughorn to return to
teaching at Hogwarts. Harry is reunited with his best friends,
Ron and Hermione. When shopping for schoolbooks, Harry
runs into Malfoy and follows him to Borgin and Burkes, where
he overhears Malfoy Draco threatening Borgin and insisting
that he fix an unknown object. Harry is instantly suspicious of
Malfoy, whom he believes to be a Death Eater, just like his
father. The students return to school, and Dumbledore
announces that Snape will be teaching Defense Against the Dark
Arts, much to Harry’s surprise.

Harry receives a used Potions textbook that once belonged to
someone named “The Half-Blood Prince.” Spells and
amendments are written in the margins of the book, and Harry
uses the Prince’s notes to excel at Potions. Dumbledore schedules
regular meetings with Harry in which they use Dumbledore’s

pensieve to look at memories of those who have had direct
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*HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE

contact with Voldemort. Dumbledore believes that if Harry can
learn enough about Voldemort’s history, it will help him when
they finally fight face to face, as the prophecy concerning Harry
foretells. Harry learns about Voldemort’s family, including his
grandfather Marvolo, his uncle Morfin, and his mother Merope,
who cast a love spell on a Muggle and was abandoned by him
when it wore off. Voldemort was left at an orphanage and grew to
be an unpleasant and aggressive boy. Harry also learns that
Voldemort has divided his soul into seven Horcruxes. Two of
these, Tom Riddle’s diary and Marvolo’s ring, have already been
destroyed. One resides in Voldemort, one resides in a snake, one
is Merope’s locket, and the other two are suspected to be hidden
in objects belonging to Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, or Gryffindor.
Ron acquires a new girlfriend, Lavender, of whom
Hermione is extremely jealous. Harry feels stuck in the middle
of his friends’ bickering. Eventually, Harry falls in love with
Ginny, Ron’s sister, and Ron and Lavender break up, making
Hermione quite happy. Harry spends much of his time keeping
up with his duties as Quidditch captain and following Draco
Malfoy. Harry uses his Marauder’s Map to keep track of
Malfoy, but often cannot find him on the map. Eventuaily,
Harry realizes that when Malfoy is not on the map, he is using
the Room of Requirement on the seventh floor of Hogwarts,
which transforms into whatever its user needs. Harry tries his
best to get in to see what Malfoy is up to, but until he knows
exactly what Malfoy is using the room for, he cannot gain
access. Eventually Harry and Dumbledore leave Hogwarts
together to fetch and destroy Merope’s locket, thus making
Voldemort one step closer to mortal. They must overcome a
variety of traps and challenges before reaching the basin where
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the locket is hidden under apoisonous Dumbledore drinks the
potion and Harry’ fights off Voldemort’s Inferi. Thev i.%e the
locket and return to Hogwarts as quickly as possit’e. Dui:ible-
dore is quite weak, and when they reach Hogsmeade they can
see that the Dark Mark is visible above the astronomy tower.

Harry and Dumbledore rush toward the tower. When they

arrive, Dumbledore uses his magic to freeze Harry in place,

=4
w
=
x
]
=
O
}_
@]
)
a

while Harry remains hidden by his cloak of invisibility. Draco
Malfoy sprints into the room, threatening Dumbledore’s life.
Weak and with his wand out of reach, Dumbledore stalls Mal-
foy, telling him that he is not a killer and that the Order of the
Phoenix could protect him and his mother from Voldemort.

Malfoy lowers his wand, and Snape pushes into the tower.
Harry cannot move or speak, but he hears members of the Or-
der fighting Death Eaters below. Snape raises his wand and
kills Dumbledore, sending him flying over the edge of the
tower. When Dumbledore dies, his spell on Harry is broken,
and Harry rushes after Snape, determined to avenge the death
of his friend and headmaster. Snape escapes, and Harry is
devastated. He looks at the locket he and Dumbledore re-
trieved and realizes that it is not a Horcrux. Inside the locket
is a note from someone named “R. A. B.” Harry tells his
friends he will not be returning to Hogwarts next year and will
instead search out and kill Voldemort by destroying all of the
Horcruxes. Ron and Hermione vow to join him.
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