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Words from Mrs Anne Elizabeth Ely, Chairman and Honorary Director of Sino-British Fel-
lowship Trust

The China Scholarship Council and Sino-British Fellowship Trust, in conjunction with the China
Central Radio and TV University,, have been working in collaboration since September 1999 to en-
able five scholars from various areas of China to travel to the UK each year for periods of up to
four months to undertake study and research in connection with China’s programme of Distance
Education,

The Chairman and Trustees of the SBFT wish to say that they are extremely pleased with the suc-
cess of this programme of visits, and thank all those involved with the organisation and planning.
It has been a great pleasure to meet with the scholars and receive their reports and learn of their
thoughts on studying in the UK. We wish to extend our very best wishes to everyone involved
with this project, and wish continued success for the future.

SINO-BRITISH FELLOWSHIP TRUST
HONORARY PRESIDENT
Professor Sir Harry S. Y. Fang
CBE., MCh (Orth), DSc, LLD, FRCSE, FACS, FHKAM, JP
TRUSTEES

Mrs. Anne Elizabeth Ely ( Chairman and Honorary Director)
Mr. Peter J. Ely, BA (Hons), IPFA (Deputy Chairman)
Emeritus Professor Hugh D. R. Baker, BA, PhD
Professor Sir Brian Heap, FRS, CBE
Dr. Jeremy A. Langton, MBBS, MD, FRCA
Mrs. Ling Thompson, OBE
Professor Sir David Todd, CBE, JP, MD, FRCP (Edin., Glasg., Lond. ),
FRACP, FRCPath, FHKAM (Med. )
Lady Pamela Youde, OBE
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Preface

Sponsored by the Sino-British Fellowship Trust (SBFT) and China Scholarship Council (CSC) and im-
plemented by China Central Radio & TV University (CCRTVU) and the CSC, the TV University research
project on distance education has achieved great success since its commencement in September 1999.
Over the past ten years, fifty visiting scholars from CCRTVU and local RTVUs (mainly from the west re-
gions) have been sent to British institutions, such as the Open University, the University of Nottingham,
Sheffield Hallam University and the University for Industry for a period of four months’ study and research.

Among the fifty visiting scholars, there are key personnel in senior management and in educational
technology as well as academic staff from CCRTVU and local RTVUs. Taking advantage of the opportuni-
ty of being attached to the British institutions for about four months, all the visiting scholars carried out re-
searches and collected first-hand materials in their own research fields with the help of the host institu-
tions. They interviewed British colleagues, participated in their academic and research activities and also
visited other relevant institutions, which have the educational provision of e-learning and distance educa-
tion. The study visits have broadened their perspectives in research both in theory and practice, ranging
from the recent development in distance education, course design and material development, learner sup-
port, quality assurance to the application of new technology in distance education. Meanwhile, they have
taken the opportunity to gain a better understanding of Britain, its people and culture. They have also
learned and practiced English in an authentic context, and their communication abilities in English have
been improved.

Their achievements are reflected not only in their reports and comments on British distance education
and their research activities carried out in Britain, but also in the innovative achievements they have
gained within their own responsibilities since their return to their home institutions. They have shared their
experience of the study visits with their colleagues at home as well.

This is the second volume of “Collected Work on Practice and Research into Sino-British Distance
Education” including visiting scholars from 2003 to 2007, following the first volume published in 2002.
The purpose of this collection lies not only in demonstrating the achievements of the project gained over
the past years, but also in providing rich background information for future visiting scholars participating
in the project. In addition, the collection will be presented to the SBFT as a token of appreciation on their
coming visit to China in the autumn of 2009.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the SBFT, the CSC and all those
British institutions who have played instrumental roles in this exciting project. We highly appreciate the full
support from the CCRTVU Press for making this collection possible. We would also like to extend our
thanks to all those who have made valuable contributions to the publishing of the collection.

Editorial Board
April 8, 2009
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