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Text A Winston Churchill — His Other Life

U The Gist of the Text

Looking at the title, we have good reason to expect that the text is going to
tell us some other aspect of Churchill. Most people remember Churchill as a
great politician and writer, but few know that he was a possible great painter.
He got the talent for painting, and as his tutor said of him: “Had he chosen
painting instead of politics, he would have been a great master with the brush. ”
The writer of the text is Mary Soames, Churchill’s daughter. She. records her
father’s “other life” objectively, through her personal observations and
quotations of the persons who were deeply involved in Churchill’s life. The
recording is vivid and convincing, making us believe that great man or woman is
special not only because of his or her talents but of strong will and character —

something that we need most to cultivate in ourselves.

’ The Structure of the Text

The focus of the text is Churchill’s “Other Life” — a life as a lover of
painting, not as a great politician or a Nobel Prize winner in literature. To
illustrate this point, the author of the text tells a story from which the reader
knows: 1) why and when Churchill fell in love with painting; 2) how good he was
at painting; 3) what effects did painting have on him.

Paras. 1~2 Why did Churchill fall in love with painting?
Paras. 3~4 When did Churchill fall in love with painting?
Paras. 5~7 Churchill’s experience of learning to paint for the first time.
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Paras. 8 & 11 How good was Churchill at painting?

Paras. 9~10
&.12~13

Effects on Churchill.

The Text-related Background Information

<>1. Life and Work of Sir Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill was born on Nov. 30, 1874, at Blenheim Palace — the
home given by Queen Anne to his ancestor, the Duke of Mariborough. He was
the eldest son of Lord Randolph Churchill, a Tory (fg5F &) politician. His
mother was Jenny Jerome, the beautiful and talented daughter of Lenoard
Jerome, a New York businessman.

Before 1900 Churchill was mainly a soldier and a correspondent. In 1888 he
went to Harrow and then to the Royal Military College at Sandhurst. There at
school he was neither happy nor successful. In 1895 he visited the Spanish army
fighting against Cuban rebels; in 1897 he was with the British army in India; and
in 1898 he took part in the battle of Omdurman in the Sudan. He reported all
these campaigns as a war correspondent.

Churchill entered the 20th century as a politician. In 1900 he became a
member of the House of Commons (Fi¥BE). In the House he was critical of the
Conservative Government and publicly praised the Liberals (H B %). In 1904 he
joined the Liberals despite of the fierce anger from the Conservatives. By 1908 he
was a member of cabinet. Three years later (1911) Churchill was appointed First
Lord of the Admiralty. While at the admiralty, Churchill suffered a major
setback (#3#7). He became committed to the view that the navy could best make
an impact on the 1914~1918 war in Europe by way of swift strike through the
Dardanelles (353X JE /R #E k). This strategy proved unsuccessful, however, and
Churchill lost his Admiralty post in 1915 (a faqt mentioned in the text). He
returned to the government in 1917, first as Minister of Munitions (EE &),
then as Minister of War. The years after the First World War saw a sudden
change and worrying readjustment in Churchill. In 1924 he cut off his ties with
the Liberals and went back to the Conservative Party. He became Chancellor of
the Exchequer (Jif B{ Kk Ei) under Stanley Baldwin. In the General Election of
1929 the Conservative was defeated, and Churchill was out of office for the next
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ten years until the outbreak of the Second World War. In May 1940 he became
Prime Minister — the prime (TR ¥ ) of his political career. In 1945 he was defeated
in-the election, but in 1951 he again became Prime Minister. On April 5, 1955,
he resigned office and ended his public career. He died on Jan. 24, 1965, and was
given a state funeral.

Churchill was not only a great politician but also a great writer. He was
awarded the Novel Prize for literature in 1953. Among his works, famous are
The World Crisis (6 vols., 1923~1931), which is an account of World War I;
The Second World War (6 vols., 1948 ~ 1953); and History of the English
Speaking Peoples (4 vols. , 1956~1958).

2. Dardanelles Campaign GEL B /RIRE)

It is also called Gallipoli Campaign (I3 F| f&#%) , lasting from February
1915 to January 1916, in World War I. An Anglo-French operation against
Turkey, intended to force the 38-mile-long Dardanelles channel and to occupy
Constantinople (B L3 T #). Plans for such a venture were considered by the
British authorities between 1904 and 1911, but military and naval opinion was
against it. When war between the Allies ({#p#JE) and Turkey began early in
November 1914 the matter was reexamined and classed as a hazardous (B & #),
but possible, operation.

On January 2, 1915, in response to an appeal by the Grand Duke Nicholas,
commanding the Russian armies, the British government agreed to stage an
demonstration against Turkey to relieve pressure on the Russians on the
Caucasus front. The Dardanelles were selected as the place, a combined naval
and military operation being strongly supported by the then first lord of the
Admiralty, Winston Churchill. On January 28 the Dardanelles committee decided
on an attempt to force the straits by naval action alone, using mostly obsolete
(B&1H B) warships too old for fleet action. But this decision was modified on
February 16. However, the naval bombardment (#3%) began on February 16 but
was halted by bad weather and not resumed until February 25. On March 18 the
bombardment was continued; but, after three battleships had been sunk and
three others damaged, the navy abandoned its attack, concluding that the fleet
could not succeed without military help.

Troop transports assembled off the island of Lemnos, and landings began on
the Gallipoli peninsula (3£ 5) at two places early on April 25, 1915. On August
6 another landing on the west coast, took place, but after good initial progress
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the assault was halted.

In May 1915 the first sea lord. Admiral Lord Fisher, had resigned because
of differences of opinion over the operation. By September 1915 it was clear that
without further large reinforcements there was no hope of decisive results, and
the authorities at home decided to accept the recommended withdrawal of the
military forces, which was actually carried out by stages and successfully
completed early on January 9. 1916.

Altogether, the equivalent of some 16 British, Australian, New Zealand,
Indian, and French divisions took part in the campaign. British Commonwealth
casualties , apart from heavy losses among old naval ships, were 213, 980.

The campaign had serious political repercussions (& #f' f1). It gave the
impression throughout the world that the Allies were militarily inept (FGfE).
Winston Churchill, the chief protagonist of the venture, resigned from the

government and went to command an infantry battalion GEEE) in France.
Comprehension of the Text

<>1. ...began his love affair with painting ... (Para. 1) =+++= FiR T L

iR . began to be interested in painting

£ & : Churchill XF 5 il § & 4F e A “love affair”,

<2. ...amid disastrous circumstances,., (Para. 1) e S FELE:- ATLTLE

H# . in the middle of disastrous circumstances...

<>3. As First Lord of the Admiralty in 1915, he had been deeply involved in
a campaign in the Dardanelles that could have shortened the course of a bloody
world war. (Para. 1) 1915 %, ad REELEHEEZXREHRNE, RREANLEIRRE
A, HEBRRAELATFLEERAG LEER XK.

FE#E, As First Lord of the Admiralty in 1915, he had his hands in a
campaign in the Dardanelles that people believed could bring a quick end to the
bloody world war.

FEBENGPHBPES, BERUIMEDS T XHRK.

<4. But when the mission failed, with great loss of life, Churchill paid the
price, both publicly and privately; He was removed from the admiralty and lost
his position of political influence. (Para. 1) EH KT, ARGTHE, At
EEREARXFRAPAARSRT RN AELEZTEEFRHRS, XXT 2 H
Y B A,
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Hf# . But when the military operation failed in which many soldiers died ,
Churchill , both in public and private, got his penalty: he was dismissed from his
position as First Lord of the Admiralty and lost his political influence.

<5, Overwhelmed by the disaster — “I thought he would die of grief,” said
his wife, Clementine — he retired with his family to Hoe Farm, a country retreat
in Surrey. (Para. 2) REEFIRLL, AR RFINE, BRA—HE 93 #
IREGHEFRY, TESHOBRELE, G EFTALENFAHRE.: “RAAL
B &R E AR ‘ '

% . Churchill was completely overcome by the disaster and as a resort he
went for peace with his family to Hoe Farm in Surrey. At that time his wife
thought that Churchill would die of grief.

a country retreat: (Hoe Farm was then a sort of ) a place in the country that
Churchill went for peace with his family

XH “disaster” W EBIE — A AZE, B the mission that failed, the
price that Churchill paid, and his removal from the admiralty and loss of political
influence.

<6. He watched her for a few minutes, then borrowed her brush and tried
his hand — and the muse worked her magic. (Para. 3) #3LEF T ¥ U454, K
Hite B L, KT —TEF — FAGHHERTHRGEE,

¥R . Churchill watched his sister-in-law painting for a while, borrowed her
brush and tried painting himself. And then the muse produced magical power
over Churchill.

WA REHE 22 E X Churchill % #7588 .

<>7. From that day forward, Winston was in love with painting. (Para. 3)
AFRRAE, BAARELET 4SS,

B . From that day on, Winston had great interest in painting.

<>8. Delighted with anything that distracted Winston from the dark thoughts
that overwhelmed him, Clementine rushed off to buy whatever paints and
materials she could find. (Para. 4) # &k Loy BB EFRBHHMIBERALL, mbdH
AEGEEERTEMN, AEANEFRARET S, BEFTFHELRY, LbH 2 HH.
Har#, RERERIGH—-ME kK,

B f# : Clementine was happy because Churchill’s love for painting could draw
him away from the sad thoughts that made him completely helpless, so she hurried
away to buy things such as paints and other materials that she could find.

<>9. Painting in oils turned out to be Winston’s great love , but the first
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steps were strangely difficult. He contemplated the blank whiteness of his first
canvas with unaccustomed nervousness. (Para. 5) @& & E &R T B A — K &
W, 2R, BV HAFERER, REAFEAE TR, SEA—FMNK

¥R ;. Painting in oils eventually became Winston’s great interest. He looked at
the white emptiness of his first canvas with a nervousness that he had seldom
experienced before.

<>10. Very hesitantly 1 selected a tube of blue paint, and with infinite

precaution made a mark about as big as a bean on the snow-white field. At that
moment [ heard the sound of a motorcar in the drive and threw down my brush in
a panic. (Para. 6) KRB B R AT —IHREHH, REICHERET -4,
HETONEF LG —BRIARFERD, HAEZN, AFHELE LA A -HASE
HEE, TARBRETRAYEE,

P . Very hesitantly Winston selected a blue paint tube, and with great
carehe touched and left a very small mark on the snow-white surface of the canvas.
And just then he heard the sound of a motorcar from the road, which made him
throw down his brush with sudden terror.

<>11. What fun. (Para. 7) % ZAH#&,

HfE . What enjoyment it is.

<>12. She plunged into the paints and before I knew it, she had swept
several fierce strokes and slashes of blue on the absolutely terrified canvas.
(Para. 7) #4&3 ik EHA, REANEGELEF, RERBT oW oA L
X HETILEBRE, LRANEET,

FEfR . She pushed the brush quickly into the paints and in a moment she had
made a number of forceful touches and blue lines on the canvas, which seemed to be
completely overpowered by her attacks.

before I knew it; before I realized what had happened. X —4iFE ¥ AKX FE
ARBERI R M.

fierce: severe

<>13. Anyone could see it could not hit back. I hesitated no more. I seized
the largest brush and fell upon my wretched victim with wild fury. (Para. 7) #
MAERBEALEDE, AFFRRE, ARRPLRRAGIL, LRFFRLAOX
Tiheg BRIt Tk,

Hf# . Obviously the canvas was under the absolute control of the wife of Sir
John Lavery. I took hold of the largest brush and began to paint on my canvas

6



with great force.

A “it” FREAR .

FEX P A Fop, B AR AE T & . Churchill MR E AR FREMBHA, R
BHRZH “my wretched victim”,

<>14. ... the death of his mother was followed two months later by the loss

of his and Clementine’s beloved three-year-old daughter, Marigold. (Para. 9)

""" i FEE, A AL, XA ETRPEENEATNIFELETLAR
1%,
Y. ... his mother died, and two months later his and Clementine’s beloved

three-year-old daughter, Marigold, died too.

<>15. Overcome by grief, Winston took refuge at the home of friends in
Scotland — and in his painting. (Para. 9) £ B LW BHMER T HBR LM A
MR P, FERGLE FFRLH.

H#% . As he was made helpless by the grief over the deaths of his mother and
daughter, Winstons tried to seek comfort from staying at the home of his friends in
Scotiand — and from painting.

<16. ... Alas, I keep feeling the hurt of Marigold. (Para. 9) «+++- T, &K —
ARZAXRIBWMAREGAE.

¥ f#: But what a sorrow. I still can’t forget the grief over the death of
Marigold.

<>17. My father must have felt a glow of satisfaction when in the mid-1920s
he won first prize in a prestigious amateur art exhibition held in London. (Para.
1) 20 2 20 FRFH, K FARKEFN —ARELH LA LSRN LERT
F—2, hit—Z A CHER,

YEfR . My father must have felt greatly satisfied that he won the first prize
Jor the nonprofessional painters at an honored art exhibition in London.

<18. Entries were anonymous, and some of the judges insisted that
Winston’s picture — one of his first of Chartwell — was the work of a
professional, not an amateur, and should be disqualified. (Para. 11) i% & #§ & g
AERABL, HIARHARFAA BRI E—t) FHEH L RERZ
ARBALABREZF, AR ELBEHNFL, ARFBLALERLHS,

R : The names of those who entered for the art exhibition were not made

—

known. Some judges argued strongly that Winston’s painting must be the work of
some professionals and that therefore his picture should be disqualified for the

prize—winning competition.



<19. Historians have called the decade after 1929, when Winston again fell
from office, his barren years. (Para. 12) 1929 # B MR ARTHEH + A £
FEARARAGTH.

I M. Historians have taken the ten years after 1929 as Winston’s
nonproductive years as he was out of office for that period.

“his barren years” & “called” BIEI#EEIE ( “called the decade ... his barren
years”)

<>20. Politically barren they have been, as his lonely voice struggled to
awaken Britain to the menace of Hitler, but artistically those years bore abundant
fruit: of the 500-odd Churchill canvases in existence, roughly half date from 1930
t0 1939, (Para. 12) A+ R XX R ERA —RABRBRNG FFHLERERE
AEGARYG IS, 2LALFRARER LS RAAHL00 SRBE, A
F 42 2 1930~1939 F &Y,

PEfE . Though politically non- productive these years as Winston tried with his
lonely voice to warn the people of Hitler’s threat, artistically he achieved a lot .
half of his 500-0dd paintings were created during this period.

<21. Light and colour, peace and hope, will keep them company to the end
of the day. (Para. 13) A& 5 &%, THEHZ, ¥4 DM ERN.

MR . Light and colour, peace and hope — they all stay with the painters as a
friend the whole day.

Key Words, Phrases and Structures

campaign mission overwhelm grief grieve retreat
wander contemplate precaution celebrated tutor revive
prestigious awaken abundant

be involved in be removed from come to one’s rescue chance upon
distract ... from delighted with rush off in a panic
plunge into fall upon say of discover ... in
take refuge in in all its different aspects a glow of
rely on fall from 500-o0dd in existence
date from keep sb. company

as + n. ,

past participle phrase used as an adverbial
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<1. As First Lord of the Admiralty... (Para. 1) A X BREFKE -

as+n. FEFRES. BEE, EZFEZHAMMEHA a 8 the.,

Mark Twain digested the new American experience before sharing it with
the world as writer and lecturer. 5 %, « oL B A KL LA BB, ZAEAK
RA#FEER—E5FEH.

He accepted a job as reporter. #ui: % 30 % iX R T4,

<>2. ... he had been deeply involved in a campaign in the Dardanelles that
could have shortened the course of a bloody world war. (Para. 1) «sese- IR A
NKRKERR B BRZ, RERRAZTATELERA D b EGER KK,

be involved in: (— &4 A # 17X ) to cause sb. to become connected or
concerned A, A

He’s certainly involved ir that affair, whether he likes it or not. R & # &k
FEX, MEEZEIRHEFLLT,

A city bus and a train were involved in a terrible crash at the railway
crossing, in which nine people were killed. ¥ £ % —#F R kit E - K
£, T, REEKERI D, £T IAA,

campaign: n. connected set of military, political or business actions intended
to obtain a particular result (EZH, BIF. WL F I AR -BHMETH —&E
$) W3 B3

The protests were part of their campaign against the proposed building
development in the area. HIXFMATR X b R R LY HE 5 B X —I& 345 — 3
Z

The endless public appearances and shaking of hands are an inevitable part
of an election campaign. RE KRG NFHE&E, 5 AEF, £ FRE 0GR Tl % H
2

<>3. But when the mission failed, ...Churchill paid the price, ... He was
removed from the admiralty... (Para. 1) {2 &L KT, - HRbERSAEBT
Rt s e R T B FHOIR G

mission: military operation in this context; diplomatic, political, religious
task AR E R4y, (W) S, BIE, FHHa

The latest peace mission seems doomed to failure. KL &) — Ak FoFi& 4 &k
EXEERM,

pay the (a) price (for sth.): suffer a loss or disadvantage, either in return

for something else gained, or as a penalty for wrong-doing or error Jj------ 1

My



We paid a heavy price for the victory, for we lost ten thousand soldiers. £
MNBERT —-F LE 5, hRAGETHREGRHN.

removed from: dismissed from iR, fFHE

Students voted to remove the university president from power. ¥ %A 1% &
ERBK,

<>4. Overwhelmed by the disaster ... he retired with his family to Hoe Farm,
a country retreat in Surrey. (Para. 2) K EFH 3 RAE K, FF il 245 iE,
5FA—HEDHFERGHPERG, TESNGBRELE,

overwhelm: (often pass) to cause to feel sudden strong emotion

be overwhelmed by grief & 58k

One of the best ways to make writing more concise, compact and coherent is
to use past participial phrases. Look at the following simple sentences. They -
may be combined, with no change in their meaning, into a more concise and
coherent sentence simply by dropping the repeated words “he was”.:

The doorkeeper staggered down the stairway.

He was stunned by the strange noises upstairs.

—>The doorkeeper staggered down the stairway, stunned by the strange noises
upstairs.

—Or . Stunned by the strange noises upstairs, the doorkeeper staggered down
the stairway.

She was born in Shanghai. She now serves as the corporation’s chief legal
officer. She was educated at Beijing University.

— Born in Shanghai and educated at Beijing University, she now serves as the
corporation’s chief legal officer.

An IQ (3 ) score is stamped on a permanent school record. An IQ can
literally determine a child’s future. An IQ score affects many educational and job
opportunities.

— Stamped on a permanent school record, an IQ can literally determine a child’s
future, affecting many educational and job opportunities.

The colonel was tired of looking at maps. The colonel was exhausted from
planning the attack. The colonel walked away from the headquarters.

—> Tired of looking at maps and exhausted from planning the attack, the colonel
walked away from the headquarters.

His sons lie in cemeteries in France. His sons were killed on D-Day.

— Killed on D-Day, his sons lie in cemeteries in France.
10



