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Unit 1

Text A

It’s Your Fault

We recently moved to a house that lies a quarter-mile from
an earthguake fault. For some reason, we did not give this a
lot of thought when we bought the place. The fault is named
Hayward, which may have contributed to our indifference, for
it makes it sound kindly and friendly, not the sort of name that
sends one running for the car. So we’ve been reading some of
the government’ s “emergency preparations” websites to see
what we could do to be better prepared.

“Are you ready?” asks the FEMA web page happily, as
though a natural disaster were a sort of amusement park ride,
and all you need do to survive is be over four feet tall and lower
your safety bar. The earthguake page suggests that you “stay
in bed” and put a pillow over your head. It doesn’t say to put
Lucinda Williams on the stereoc and have a good cry, but | think
that nearly goes without saying.

Much space Is devoted to the assembly of a home survival
kit. This must contain not only the predictable items—water,
canned foods—but also mysterious items like a pencil and a
medicine dropper. Ed thought that the medicine dropper was
for nursing baby birds. “They fall from their nests and are

unable to locate their parents because all the cell-phone lines
are busy.”
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Good. | said. At least someone will be drinking the canned
milk. From here we turned to a discussion of PET Evaporated
Milk. My mother always fed our cats PET milk, and I’d assumed
it was a special inexpensive kind of milk for pets. “Why, sure.”
said Ed. “ It’s put right there next to the IDIOT Mik.”

| consulted the website of PET. Alas, it said that the
origins of the name were “ lost in history. ”

The survival kit lists go on for pages. Batteries, strong
shoes, blankets. | understand the importance of having all
these items on hand in your home, but why do you need to pull
them from their storage places and put them in a “kit”?

“Because ... you don’t know where anything in your house
is even when the electricity is on and the walls aren’ t falling
down?” guessed Ed.

I Insisted that | knew where every one of these items was.

“Okay,” said Ed. “D batteries?”

| had to admit that the batteries were “lost in history.”

“Besides,” said Ed. “It’s important to have a kit.” Ed has
a special weakness for kits. We have a first-aid kit in the car
and one at home. While packing to move a few months back, |
decided to ook in the home kit. There were three rolls of tape
but no bandages. | asked Ed if he planned to tape our wounds
shut. He did not answer. | sensed he had other taping-shut
plans in his head.

The Department of Homeland Security survival-kit list
includes the item “unigue family needs.” Chocolate-covered
raisins? said E&d. Lip gloss, volunteered Phoebe, my
stepdaughter.

All the sites stress the importance of having a plan.
knowing where to go and what to do. Stand in a doorway, said
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Ed. Get under a desk, said Phoebe. We looked at the FEMA
earthquake page. ltem 4 said; “Use an interior doorway for
shelter only if you know it is a strongly supported, load-bearing
doorway.” They had forgotten Item 3A. Get an engineering de-
gree.

Ed frowned, “Do | stand in a doorway or not?” | say: “go
for it.” Lean against it while wearing leather slippers and a
dressing gown and say, “Anyone for a nightcap?”

Ed took the Unigue Family Needs list and wrote. Scotch.

From Reader’s Digest Sept. 2005

New Words
fault [foilt] =, crack; mistake, error Wi/Z il 48,8k &
quarter{ ’kwata] n. oz —, K, —Z4
contribute [kon'tribjuit] v.  give, provide Fi#k, 38 I
indifferencel in'difrensn. EAREL
emergency[ ima:d3nsi] ». crisis BN, EREH
website['websait ] n. WWW ERER D 09 3k
amusement [ @mjuzzmant] n. enjoyment, pastime &5, &, REESN
survive [ savaiv] v, remain alive or in existence; live longer, out-
live 77 FF I T ok 1L WEAEEK
lower['laua] w. move something down FE{&,[ET
safety['seifti]n. the state of being safe from harm or danger &
2
bar [ ba:(r) Jn. ®F,HEE
pillow{'pilou] =. 3k
devote[ divout ] v. dedicate Bk & , % .>F
assembly[ a'sembli] n. gathering, fitting 56, %K
kit[kit] #n. BRETE ARG

contain [ kan'tein]v. have within, hold ¥4 , &M
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predictable[ pri'dikt (a) bal] likely, expected Ay W e, ] fE Y

adj.
item [aitem] 7.

can[ ken Jv.

mysterious [ mis'tisrios] adj.

dropper [‘dropaln.
nurse_ na:s | v.
nest[nest] n.
evaporate[ ivapareit] v.
feed [fi:d] .

assume [asjuim] wv.
consult[kasn'salt]v.
origin['oridzin]n.
battery ['batori]n.
blanket['blaenkit]n.
storage['storidz] n.
electricity[ilek'trisiti ]z,
insist[in'sist] ».

admit{ ad'mit Jv.

pack [ paek]v.

roll[ roul]n.

tape[ teip |n.
bandage['bondidz]x.
plan[ plaen]n.
sense[ sens | v.
includelinklu:d] ».
unique [jurnik Ja.

raisin[ 'reizn ]n.

volunteer[ volan'tia(r) Ju.

stress[ stress |v.

doorway['dorwei]n.

one of a list of objects — %%, — I

tin U AL n. FESL,Wr sk

strange, not known about #E K, R 5 Y
HE

take care of, look after 1738 , B8 %}

den 5,8

dehydrate,dry up R K , 38 %

give food to, supply B ¥%,/ 3¢

think, suppose {85 ,1&48

refer to, turn to & [% , %)

beginning, source; birth #2 ¥ ; 1 &

cell; series Hi ¥ ; &%)

B .¥2H

a special place to keep something % &% %
energy, power B ,H R

demand firmly, refuse to give up 3k, g%
agree to be true, permit to enter KiA, f0iF 3
A

wrap up, package f1%E,$T £y

—%&.&v. B3

WF W ;v. wrap with a tape 434%, B4
plaster 474 , fu ##F

scheme, method 1%l ;v. make a plan it %]
feel, understand, realize ER3E 3], Z iR 3|

take in as a part or a member U4, f23%
unusual, single 4518, 4 —F =&

HET

offer to do without being forced H &3 f#;n. &
B adj. RIBH, L0, T2

emphasize 38 1% ; n. emphasis, accent T &, H &
o
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interior[ in'tisria Jadj. inside, inner Y ERAY

shelter[ [elto]n. protection JEI ¥y , MERE

bear[ bea] v. support, hold up; stand, put up with ¥ #,;Z
% in. A8

frown[ fraun]v. wrinkle the brow, as in thought or displeasure
8, N

lean [li:n]v. rest {H5E

nightcap['naitkap] n. BEE B4R B ; BE 05

Phrases and Expressions

for some reason A RAEANRE
give ... a lot of thought think about ... carefully, think over {7403 &
as though as if {F1&, BIF
not only ... but (also) AAB e T H -
be unable to do cannot do ANEEFHEH
go on continue #k4E, FF4E
go for it RATERR LGS BB A BBHMITEH
lip gloss EHEE
Notes

1. This text is from Reader’s Digest Sep. 2005,

2. Mary Roach[raut[]: (BE& R ERER (CAARRIE (R IR % J
SREA XELERERT Vogue, GQELE.

3. Hayward Fault Zone[ 'heiwad, folt, zoun]: The fault zone is located in
northern California in the San Francisco Bay Area. ¥ 1 £8 W7 2 45 57 T fin M 4t
H.BTHELEEHK,

4. FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency BEIRW S & 5 (),

5. Lucinda Williams [lussinde ,'wiljomz]: BB ¥k - RE . XEXLRER. %
FHFE.

6. evaporated milk; milk which has been made thicker and sweeter by remo-
ving some of the water from it. &

7. PET Evaporated Milk . PET ¥, E M B AT .. ZEA 8 &K F 1885
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&,

8. Department of Homeland Security ZEEEL TSR, AEFEERSERN
R A F T EEA LS, B EN BB BCE N TRE.

9. Scotch: HIEEN,HREZH LR,

Exercises

I. Comprehension of the Text
Choose the best answer for each of the following according to the text.
1. The author’s family bought a house near an earthquake fault partly

because

A. 1t’s not far from an earthquake fault

B. They thought much about it

C. It had a beautiful surrounding

D. The name of the earthquake fault sounds nice.

2. According to the FEMA website, what should people do in order to

survive an earthquake?

A. Be over 4 feet tall and lower your safety bar.

B. Put a pillow over your head and stay in your bed.

C. Put Lucinda Williams on the stereo.

D. Have a good cry.

3. According to the FEMA website, a home survival kit should contain

A. predictable items B. a pencil
C. a medicine dropper D. all the above
4. According to Ed, why do they need medicine dropper in a home survival
kit?
A. It’s a mysterious item.
B. All the cell-phone lines are busy.
C. Birds need it to find their parents.
D. People need it to take care of birds .
5. How does the author understand the importance of having such things
as batteries, sturdy shoes and blankets on hand?

A. It’s necessary to have them in the everyday life in a family.
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B. 1t’s necessary to put them in a family kit.
C. 1t’s necessary 1o pull them out of the storage places.
D. You don’t know their places even when there is no earthquake.
6. According to the FEMA website, where should people go and what
should they do if there is an earthquake?
A. Stand in a doorway.
B. Hide under a desk.
C. Use an interior strong doorway for shelter.
D. Get an engineering degree.
7. What does the last sentence of paragraph 13 mean?
A. People need to get an engineering degree.
B. To survive an earthquake, people need to know some knowledge in
engineering.
C. The suggestion is not practical since the public is not all engineers.
D. An engineer knows whether the doorway is strong enough or not.
8. What kind of people Ed might be?
A. Humorous. B. Serious. C. Careful. D. Stubborn
9. How do the author and her family treat the suggestions put by the
websites?
A. They treat them very seriously.
B. They treat them in a funny way.
C. They are frightened by the threat of an earthquake.
D. They do everything exactly according to the suggestions in order to

survive an earthquake,

I1. Questions answering
Answer the following questions based on the text.
1. Where is the house the author’s family bought recently?
2. What kind of name does the earthquake fault have?
3. What’s the FEMA website mainly about?
4, What does “PET” mean originally?
5. According to Ed, why is it necessary to pull those items such as

batteries and blankets from the storage places? Did the author know
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exactly where the batteries were?
6. According to Phoebe, what should be included in the “unique family
needs”?

7. What did Ed finally put in the “Unique Family Needs”?

III. Question Discussion
Please discuss the following questions in groups or write your answers in
your exercises books.
1. What will happen in an earthquake?

2. How to survive in an earthquake?

IV. Vocabulary Learning
1. Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions given below. Change

the form where necessary.

emergency item devote mysterious consult

as though  volunteer shelter fault safety

1DHe  to help serve behind the counters.

2)The little girl was severely injured in the accident, and she needed a(n)
_____ treatment.

3) The shop window is filled with hundreds of

4)She adores him so greatly that she cannot see his

5)The mother has  herself to her disabled child.

6)1 felt we have never been parted.

7)The old man has gone to the town to a lawyer about the matter.
8)YHe was being very and wouldn’t tell me what he was up to.
9)The  of the ship is the captain’s responsibility.
10) The basic necessities of life are food, clothing and
2. Choose the one that is the closest in meaning to the underlined word.
1) It’s your fault to reveal the secret after you promised you would keep
it.
A. fracture B. mistake

C. wrong D. shortcoming
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2)Does smoke contribute to lung cancer?
A, add to B. help to
C. cause D. devote to
3)I would never choose to watch baseball as my amusement .
A. recreation B. interest
C. amusing D. recreational

4)Morning assembly is held in the school hall.

A. gathering B. fitting C. meet D. gather
5)The origin of the customs can be dated back to the 11th. Century.
A. end B. early C. begin D. start
6) The old man has been nursed by his neighbor for 20 years.
A. taken care of B. look after
C. take care of D. looking after

7)All these books need to be packed into boxes.

A, parceling B. bag C. packaged D. trunk
8)The classroom can contain 50 students.

A. include B. maintain C. retain D. hold
9)The ice is too thin to bear your weight.

A. stand B. support C. shoulder D. tolerate
10) He stressed the point that what he said was confidential.

A. repeated B. emphasized C. pressed D. impressed

. Complete each of the following sentences with the correct form of the

given verb on the left of each sentence.

1) feed The spoon- education method is not scientific and
effective.

It’s better to  a baby with breast milk than milk,

2) devote They usually  their Saturdays to cultivating gardens.
An honorable medal has been given to the old teacher who
has made great to teaching.

3) assume He must be to be innocent until he is proved guilty.

The theory is based on a series of wrong
4) frown Peter at the noise coming from the boys’ room.

My parents always on late nights out.



