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Goethe To Bettine Brentano

Genius is formed in quiet. character in the stream of human life.

Goethe

i M 363 B 94

What can one say and give to you. which is not already in a more beautiful way
become your own? One must be silent and give you your way. When an opportunity
offers to beg something of you, then one may let his thanks for the much which has
unexpectedly been given through the riches of your love, flow in the same stream.
That you cherish my mother, I would faint with my whole hart requite you; from
yonder a sharp breeze blew upon me, and now that I know that you are with her. |
feel safe and warm. |

IdumnmymymﬂamwﬂlwmnmhmmﬂwﬁMcMMdhmmaﬂhmﬁmnﬂn
but the accident would not be unwelcome to me, which should make use of storm
and tempest to bring it safely beneath my roof. At any rate, Dearest Bettine,
remember that you are on the road to spoil me. |

E& 18 % i)
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Voltaire To Olympe Dunoyer

It is with books as with men —a very small number play a great part; the rest
are lost in the multitude.

Voltaire
The Hague, 1713

1 am a prisoner here in the name of the King: they can take my life, but not the
love that I feel for you. Yes, my adorable mistress, tonight 1 shall see you, and if
I had to put my head on the block to do it. For Heaven’s sake, do not speak to me in
such disastrous terms as you write; you must live and be cautious; beware of
Madame your mother as of your worst enemy. What do I say? Beware of everybody,
trust no one; keep yourself in readiness. as soon as the moon is visible, 1 shall leave
the hotel incognito, take a carriage or a chaise, we shall drive like the wind to
Scheveningen: I shall take paper and ink with me; we shall write our letters.

If you love me, reassure yourself, and call all your strength and presence of mind
to your aid; do not let your mother notice anything, try to have your picture, and be
assured that the menace of the greatest tortures will not prevent me [o serve you.

No, nothing has the power to part me from you; our love is based upon virtue,
and will last as long as our lives. Adieu, there is nothing that | will not brave for your
sake: you deserve much more than that. Adieu, my dear heart!

Arouet
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Robert Burns To Ellison Begbie

Hope for the best, but prepare for the worst.
Mar. 3rd, 1785

Dear Ellison,

[ have often thought it a peculiarly unlucky circumstance in love, that though
in every other situation in life telling the truth is not only the safest, but actually by
far the easiest way of proceeding, a lover is never under greater difficulty in acting,
nor ever more puzzled for expression than when his passion is sincere and his
intentions honorable.

I do not think that it is very difficul{ for a person of ordinary capacity to talk of
love and fondness which are not felt, and to make vows of constancy and fidelity
which are never intended to be performed, if he be villain enough 1o practice such
detestable conduct; but to a man whose heart glows with the principles of integrity
and truth, and who sincerely loves a woman of amiable person, uncommon
refinement of sentiment, and purity of manners, from my own feelings at this present
moment, courtship is a task indeed. There is such a number of foreboding fears and
distrustful anxieties crowd into my mind when I am in your company, or when I sit

down to write to you, that what to speak or what to write I am altogether at.a loss.
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There is one rule which I have hitherto practiced and which 1 shall invariably
keep with you and that is, honestly 1o tell you the plain truth. There is something o
mean and unmanly in the arts of dissimulation and falsehood that I am surprised they
can be acted by any one in so noble, so generous a passion as virtuous love, No, my
dear E.. I shall never endeavour to gain your favor by such detestable practices. If
you will be so good and so generous as to admit me for your partner, your companion,
your bosom friend through life, there is nothing on this side of eternity shall give me
greater transport, but I shall never think of purchasing your hand by any arts
unworthy of a man — and, T will add — of a Christian.

There is one thing, my dear, which I eamestly request of you and it is this, that
you should soon either put an end to my hopes by a peremptory refusal or cure me
of my fears by a generous consent.

It would oblige me much if you would send me a line or two when convenient,
I shall only add further that if a behavior regulated (though perhaps but very
imperfectly) by the rules of honor and virtue of a heart devoted to love and esteem
you, and an earnest endeavour to promote your happiness — if these arc qualities you
would wish in a friend, in a husband, I hope you shall ever find them in your real
friend and sincere lover.

Robert Burns
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