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Abstract

This Blue Book is mainly written by the researchers of Beijing Academy of Social
Sciences after thorough investigation and study, and the writers also including some
experts and scholars from Party and government organizations of Beijing Municipality
and universities.

The chief report of this Blue Book amply affirms the important achievements in
social construction in Beijing in the year of 2008 under the guide of strategic thinking of
the view of scientific development of the Party and constructing socialist harmonious
society. The successful holding of 2008 Beijing Olympics exhibited the great
achievements of China after 30 years of reform and open policy, strengthened the
mutual understanding of China and the world, and also left Beijing valuable humanistic
and spiritual heritage.

Researchers of Beijing Academy of Social Sciences distributed questionaires to
experts, cadres of different levels and common residents on present condition and trends
of social development in the period of three years. In the response of the questionaire in
2008, experts forecasted that the social situation in 2009 have both challenge and
opportunity. Under the background of international economic crisis and slowing down
of the domestic economic increase, Chinese government will continue to handle the
existing social problems very carefully, and try to promote the level of management and
service. The experts are fully confident that Beljing will keep social steadiness and
basically achieve steady development.

This Blue Book includes four parts.

The first part “ Humanistic Olympics and Earthquake Relief” reviews and
summarizes the successful holding of Beijing Olympics and make the three concepts of
humanism, high-tech and green deep into the hearts of the people, the civilized quality
of the residents and the urban civilized degree of Beijing have great promotion. The
volunteer groups in the Olympics and the earthquake relief completely revealed the
people-oriented concept. The spirit of selfless tribution of the volunteers stimulates the

Chinese people to overcome any difficulties, and the dear experience of the volunteer



work should extend to the daily managing and service work of Beijing.

In the second part “Social Structure” and the third part “Social Development and
Problems” , the investigation reports confirm the positive function of the implement of
the Labour Contract Law in protecting the legal rights of the workers and coordinate
labour relations. The reports illustrate that the living standard of Beijing urban residents
in 2008 increases steadily, and the residents have benifited from the increasing public
investment of the government in education and medical health. The reports also contain
some other contents, such as the deep reason of making the income disparity more
serious between the urban and rural residents, new development and new trend of
private entrepreneurs, survey of the construction of improving Party’s work style and
building an honest and clean government and anti-corruption. In addition, some report
also reveals that certain social problems need special concem, for example, how to
effectively carry out the work of banning drugs and controlling addicting and giving up
drugs group.

The fourth part of the Blue Book is the special topic on social situation of the year.
The special topic part of Blue Book of 2008 is on “Social Management” . Articles in this
part analyse the experience of strengthening the service and management of floating
population and renting houses so as to ensure the market order and food security during
the Olympic period, discuss how to take effective and long-term measures in daily social
administration to promote the work of floating population service and management in
the new situation.

The last part of the book is the Chronicle of Social Events in Beijing. Events in

2008 must have profound influence in Beijing history.
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