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Part One
Practical English in Education

v Lesson

i

Teen Education®

What do Eastern and Western family education share in shaping a
child’s mind and character?

Parental guidance is probably the first thing. Both the east and west
emphasize the quality of family life. Usually parents are the first
teachers for a child. A child very often imitates the parents and he is
likely to regard whatever the parents do as positive.

I agree with Prof. He. It seems that in both families whether it’s east
or west, the child is the center and becomes the focus of the parents’
hopes and dreams. And on both sides we also have this idea of
putting pressure on the child. Especially in China, that pressure
becomes even more apparent. Americans ... sometimes it’s a little
more subtle (32§30 in this side. But both sides share that a child is
what carries the family to next generation and is the base for the
improvement of a family.

Prof. He, you have said that another main difference between
eastern and western education is that Asian teaching method is
much more test-oriented. A student’s future may be determined by
the result of one test after he or she graduated from high school. So
are you questioning the current national entrance exam for entering
universities?

This is what’s in my mind. I understand the difficulty of
conducting (3£17) national entrance exams more than once in
such a large country like China, but I think we probably should
learn from our American colleagues, especially in their

(@ Teen Education. English Language Learning. Jan.2001.Vol.1.pp.13-15.
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Unit (} Dialogue and Stories of Family and School Education

SAT (Scholatsic Assessment Test 22NV EE F7{5i0] ) system, to
provide more chances for children to take part in the exams.
How many national tests do you have or do you have any national
tests for entering universities?

There are two national exams for entering college: the SAT and
the ACT (American College Test 32l k2£M%). But we have to
emphasize here that these exams are optional (JE5RH|14H)). They
are not required by every school in America, and in fact most state
schools (23 372##%) don’t require them at all if you live in the United
States. So when you’re at your last year of high school, the question
is not whether you like to enter a college or the exams will let you
enter a college, the question is “Do you want to go to college?” And
that takes a lot of pressure off the child and gives more room to
the child to grow as a learner, knowing that the exams are important
but they don’t decide who you are and what kind of student you
are. I think this is one of the biggest differences between Chinese
education and American education.

Asian students usually score the highest in math and science in the
world. What comments do you have on this?

This reminds me of one TV program, a special report on Asian
students in American universities by NBC (National Broadcasting
CompanyZE 2 E " #/v7)) in 1996. After citing (51 ) a few
examples to illustrate (i5¢BH) the excellent performance of Asian
students in American universities, the anchorman (37 H %%
A) concluded by saying: “There has been a saying in many top
American universities lately, if you see so many Asian faces in
your class on the first day of the semester, drop it (3] FiX/NBF).”
[ think in a way this is a good summary of the excellent academic
performance of Asian students. But at the same time, we have to
admit that Asian students do not do an equally good job in their
laboratories. I think this is partly because too much emphasis has
been placed on test result instead of their ability of using their
hands. So I think if we start giving more emphasis on the ability of
doing things, I think they can probably do a better job not only in
tests but also in their abilities.

The problem is that if you don’t balance that by taking knowledge
from head and putting it on hands and use it, I won’t need that
person for a job market. This person will be a scholar and will know
much, but he can’t do anything. Let me be very honest with you.
We praise our Asian students in our colleges, but in fact they never
ever get to the top. They are always the best assistants, the best
researchers if I give them a task, but they are never the team leaders

11
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and they are never the managers. They are always the workers. 1
think that reflects the exam-memorization side of the education
system. They know how to memorize and learn it, but they don’t
know how to creatively take it out of their heads and do things on
their own. That is something that needs to be looked at carefully in
the education system here.

Y: Now more and more Chinese parents are sending their children
abroad for secondary schooling (_F"#4%2). Do you think they do
so simply to let their children to have a taste of western life and
education? Or is it because of a very practical concern, Prof. He?

H: The reasons behind that vary. Some of the parents are thinking
of providing a proper college education for the child, because the
competition of entering a Chinese college is still fierce at this
moment. And some are thinking of providing a well paying job
for their children in the future. And some are probably thinking of
sending their children abroad as the first step of immigrating into a
foreign country themselves.

Y: But how do we look at this, many Asian Ph.D. students are roaming
the streets even looking for Jobs?

D: Well, the Ph.D. only tells me you have studied. If I want to be a
university professor or a science researcher, definitely Ph.D. is
important because I need to be in the top of my field of research. But
if I were the president of the company and I need to hire creative
work staff, [’'m going to look what you’ve done and I don’t care how
much you’ve studied.

Y: Now a question for each of you before we end this interview. What
should we as parents and teachers do to let children be more creative
and innovative?

D: I would encourage them to question and always be supportive
to them. You should take the time to make the child be interested
in the world around them and question everything they know and
to seek their own truth as well. So be there as a listener, but at the
same time, be a guide that can show them how to find the answers
themselves.

H: I think we should have more discussion classes, both at the primary
and secondary levels. The debates in the classes will encourage the
students to think more creatively. And they will become thinkers
instead of followers of the instructions of teachers.

12



Unit Onc Dialogue and Stories of Family and School Education

Comprehension Exercise:

According to this dialogue, what are the main differences between eastern and western
education?

# iscussion Exercises:

1. Do you agree with them? Why or why not?
Discuss what the purpose of education in each country is.
If you were a president of a company, what types of graduates would you want to
employ?

Lesson 2

Put the Heat on Campus Cheats”

James Taylor was astonished (FE{i{) at the rampant (JEIEH))
cheating taking place in his history class at the University of Arizona
QI FJZFARM). Students looked over each other’s shoulders, devised
coughing codes to communicate to friends, and flashed answers on the
backs of their hands while pretending to stretch®.

He once caught one student using his cell phone to send answers
to a friend’s pager@. The code “54*2”, for instance, meant the answer to
question 54 was B. Taylor kicked them out of his classroom and gave
both an F (ANFAR).

At small Morningside College in Sioux City, lowa, philosophy

(D Stephen Barr. Put the Heat on Campus Cheats. English Language Learning. Jan.2001.
Vol.1. pp.16-17. BeEVERE K ks

© KT LAEBORE S FIKR BE B ik, SRR BT L R BIE, R
BHLE HHES.

@ MhBLEEL—AFE, BFIUERIK SR LR EREE .

13



Part One
Practical English in Education

professor Heather Reid discovered cheating in her introductory ethics
class GER/EFRER). Two students turned in homework assignments
that were almost identical (—#—4¥). Reid reported the incident to
the academic dean (#%%F4F), leading to an investigation (J&4L). One
student was suspended (ELiEHLTIS%7) and given an F for the course.

Incidents such as these are all too common. In recent years many
colleges and universities have reported a surge in plagiarism 3,
unauthorized collusion (F£i%) on assignments and cheating on test.

In research conducted at 31 schools over the past decade, Rutgers
University professor Donald McCabe has found that nearly 70 percent
of students admit to cheating at some point (37FT) during college, with
over 15 percent reporting that they were, in McCabe’s words, “serious,
repetitive (B4 cheaters.”

While this surge (#iJfii) has been blamed on many factors, including
a declining (‘T B#H) emphasis on moral values in the home and school,
without question it’s never been easier to cheat®. With the Internet,
students have access to a treasure-trove of information they can pinch
without proper attribution®. “There’s a cowboy feeling (FLHULNFE) about
the Internet that the information is out there for everybody to use as they
see fit,” says Michele Goldfarb, director of the Office of Student Conduct
at the University of Pennsylvania.

In a composition class, University of Texas instructor Sharan Daniel
asked students to write an evaluative argument, which could include
reviewing a contemporary film. One student chose a Bruce Willis®
movie.

Daniel suspected plagiarism when the paper turned in was different
in style from the student’s previous work. She did a search on the Internet
and found the review the student had lifted (f§ij/NZ<P8) in its entirety (4
TRHRHR T 3).

There are hundreds of websites, with names like schoolsucks.com
and College TermPapers.com, which offer ready-made essays on topics
ranging from anthropology (AZ52#) to zoology. Some sites are free, as
long as you contribute a paper of your own, while others charge anything
from a modest ({i;B&/)) membership fee to over $100 a paper.

Students also get papers directly from their peers. As the semester-
end approached, the online message boards (W L /44%) and chat
rooms (JI7KXZE) on many websites fill with requests for papers from
desperate (AN EI—YJHY) students.
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