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Abstract

Swan-maiden tales are the tales whose nuclear motif is that a
man marries a maiden fairy by stealing her feather dressing. Based on
written text materials, adopting morphology of the folktale and psy-
choanalytic theory, this dissertation studies the general evolutionary
course, regional distribution, morphological structure as well as cul-
tural implication of Chinese swan-maiden tales synchronically and di-
achronically. The dissertation contains three parts: introduction,
main body and appendix.

The introduction part firstly introduces the literature review on
swan-maiden tales in and out of China. Secondly, it conducts feasi-
bility discussion on the study of the origin of folktales through reflec-
ting academic history on the study of the origin of swan-maiden
tales. Besides, this part also presents the purposes of selecting this
topic, research methods and data sources.

The first chapter explores the evolutionary course of Chinese
swan-maiden tales diachronically. The swan-maiden tales in pre-Qin
period, Wei and Jin period take on evolutionary characters from em-
bryonic form to prototype. In Tang Dynasty, the swan-maiden tales
present tendency of being legendized and was combined with folktales
in the folk group. The swan-maiden tales in Song and Ming Dynasty
are ones like Dong Yong legend, the Cowherd and Weaving Maid
legend, these tales were absorbed in many literature genres such as
play, drama, Baojuan and so on.

Based on typology theory, the second chapter classifies Chinese
swan-maiden tales from the perspective of type group. According to
the different themes, these tales can be classified into three main
types: primogenitor type, marrying-type, and mother-seeking type,
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which can be further classified into 17 types in light of various mo-

tifs, places and manners of marrying a maiden, hereby, it lays the

foundation of further analysis on the morphological and structural
changes of swan-maiden tales.

The third chapter mainly discusses the morphological and struc-
tural features of Chinese swan-maiden tales. Using Propp and
Brémond’ s theory for reference and referring to Chinese fantastic
tales and the morphological features of swan-maiden tales, this part
pertinently revises the 31 functions and roles that Prop has delimi-
ted. After putting these 160 swan-maiden tales into functional se-
quences, it is found that swan-maiden tales are generally made up of
two sequences: deficiency/dilemma—elimination of deficiency—di-
lemma—ultimate elimination of deficiency. The core function (pair)
of functional sequence is settled, while the changes present in the
repetition, ellipsis, departure and transfer of the other function
(pair). Among the 7 sequences that often appear in the swan-maiden
tales, marring a maiden is a stable one, and other sequences weave in
it with various forms such as continuum, embedding and separating-
combining, which assemble these sequences in swan-maiden tales and
then enrich the morphology and structure of the tales. Swan-maiden
tales have been developed through eliminating multiple deficiencies of
the protagonists under the narrative rule of “imbalance to balance”,
which is an important reason to make morphological and structural
changes. Secondly, the transform of roles in tales leads to the chan-
ges in morphology and structure. Finally, interruption or unfulfill-
ment of some ending function also causes changes in morphology and
structure,

The fourth chapter studies the cultural implication of Chinese
swan-maiden tales by linking myth ritual theory and psychoanalytic
theory. It points out that men date fairies at waterside in the tales is
based on the custom of selecting spouses in spring along waterside.
The motif of pregnant without husband reflects the cultural psychol-

T



ogy that women want to hold the birth right. The father-losing motif
reflects the conflicts between fathers and sons through the course of
socialized education, and presents Oedipus psychology by “making-
up”. The motif of difficulty-testing presents a devious way to ex-
press adulthood ceremony, and the motif that fairies help men escape
from difficulties satisfies the QOedipus psychology. The mother-see-
king motif not only properly expresses the Oedipus psychology, but
also indicates that people should follow the moral norms and order

principles in patriarchal world.

Key words: Swan-maiden tales Typology study Morphology
study Patriarchal world Fairy maiden prototype
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