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Unit

|3 Access to Art

What is Art

Art is also called visual art. It is a visual object or
experience created through an expression of skill
or imagination. The term art has different kinds
of media such as painting, sculpture, printmaking,

drawing, decorative arts, photography, and so on.

The various visual arts have continuous ranges,

from purely artistic purposes to purely functional

purposes. Such a difference of purpose is shown

Painting of the Middle Ages

in the commonly used terms artist and artisan.
The term artisan refers to the one who gives much attention to the function rather than the
art itself. But now, the bound is not that clear. Even within one form of art, purposes may be
widely different; thus a pot may be used in our daily life while at the same time beautiful. In
cultures such as Africa and Oceania, a similar definition of art has existed for centuries. In
the West, however, by the mid-18th century the development of academies for painting and
sculpture established a sense that only painting and sculpture were art. Thereafter they were
separated from the daily-used things. This separation of art forms continued until the late 20th

century, when such rigid separation began to be questioned.

In the 20th century, a different sort of voice arose over the definition of art. A great moment
in this discussion appeared in 1917, when Dada artist Marcel Duchamp submitted a urinal

named as Fountain to a public exhibition in New York City. Through this act, Duchamp put

B o I113INOLNN



forth a new definition of art: he implied that it is enough for an artist to believe something “art”
and put it in public. This implication was a challenge to those museums, exhibiting groups
and galleries, which have the power to determine what is and is not considered art. Such
intellectual experimentation continued throughout the 20th century. By the turn of the 21st
century, a variety of new media (e.g., video art) further challenged traditional definitions of

art.

Marcel Duchamp Fountain

Background Information

I. Dada: RAEXB—HNEFE R FRAKN NN, FEARER. X% (B2
W)« REFIERRUTERBANZ B, KATENR20MEH S L ELRFRHH—
BEERK, B —RAHAKRLEE. #RBEENTESMIUBFN~Y, KA T XIEH
—BHNZEDFENEF A, BEEEANES, W0HEHIR TN XERRT4ET
AL

2. Marcel Duchamp: DZE/R « #17&(1887—1968) , FHEHEMAREARR, AAHIAKEN
#, BE—IREBODREAERBEHEHEAR,

New Words
visual ['vizjual] adj. MEH
imagination [imeed3i'neifan] n. B8R
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medium
sculpture
printmaking
decorative
photography
various
range
artistic
purpose
functional
function
artisan
bound

pot
academy *
establish
rigid

arise
definition
submit
urinal
fountain %
exhibition
imply
implication
gallery
intellectual
experimentation

variety

SE: AMECIZEREICARCA ko

['mi:djem]
['skalptfa]
['printmeikin]
['dekarativ]
[fo'tografil
['veeriss]
[reind3]
La:'tistik]
['pa:pes]
['fank[enl]
['fank[en]
La:ti'zeen]
[baund]

[pot]
[o'keedami]
[is'teeblif ]
['ridzid]
[o'raiz]
L.defi'nifan]
[sab'mit]
['juerinl]
[‘fauntin]
L.eksi'bifan]
[im'plai]
Limpli'keifan]
['geelori]
Linti'lektjual]
[eks,perimen'teif an]

[vae'raiati]

n. (pl. media) S
n. FE¥E, BEZ

n. hRE

adj. &IHHY
n. B\¥

adj. FFHEEEH
n. ol

adj. ZARM
n. BHY

adj. Ih&EEMY
n. Ihge

n. Lk, #T
n. 5iFR

n t#, T

n. FARAK
vt. 7

adj. EAEEY

vi. (arose, arisen) 4 I
bl

vt. X

n. /MEH

n.
n BRES

vt. H%/ N
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Phrases and Expressions

refer to 5. H%, EHE-
put forth R

Proper Nouns

Oceania  [,aufi'einia] AFM
Dada ['da:da:] KIEENX
Marcel Duchamp [ma:'sel du'fa:m] LER « #iE

Comprehension of the Text
« Answer the following questions.

1. What is art?

2. Besides being an art, what other purposes may art have?

3. What is the difference between the word artist and artisan?

4. Why does the author mention pot?

5. What were regarded as art by the western academies in the mid-18th century?

6. According to the text, what happened in New York in 1917?

7. Why does the author say that Duchamp challenged the traditional definition of art?

8. What further challenged traditional definitions of art?



Art Ideas for Students that Think
They are Artless

Some students in school feel that they
have no ability in the art area. They
stop drawing as young as second grade
because they do not draw as well as the
pictures that teachers have handed them
out to color. So what! Who can draw that

well?

Many of us cannot draw, but we like to

doodle. Doodling should be encouraged
so that students can start feeling friendly
with their pencils. Doodling gives them a way to loosen up their wrists and have a steadier
hand. It also helps students get better hand writing because they get better control of their

pencils.

Students need to express themselves through their drawings because art is a way to express
their inner thoughts and feelings. Students should be encouraged to display their artistic

abilities. You never know they might find it very enjoyable.

Yes, students should be able to color a picture, but coloring a picture is not drawing. Art
lessons are important for the basics, such as shading, perspective and where the eyes should
be placed on a head. Students can gradually learn them in their drawings with very little stress.
They also need to feel free to draw what is in their imaginations or what they see around them

and feel safe from criticism.

No criticism is very important. Besides some ground rules about what is and what is not
proper for the schoolroom, some comments should also be given, such as, “Tell me about your
picture.” “That is an interesting idea that tells me about your picture.” “I never thought about

it that way, you have a real different idea there.”

BB  Il13INOLNN
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Work of Picasso’s

Picasso

Background Information

The rules for what they draw should be rules with why
that rule is in effect. Teachers should do it humorously
because students will accept the rules when they
understand why. The followings are the rules usually
made for students: 1. Use the whole page because an
artist does not just put the picture in the middle and
leave the outside blank. 2. Color is essential because
we see in color and it makes our pictures stand out. 3.
Do not wrinkle your picture because it is being put in a
book. 4. No negative comments should be given. 5. Be
proud enough of your picture and sign it in the lower

right hand corner.

Be sure to display the students work and encourage
them to talk about their art with each other and with
you. If they still feel that they cannot draw or paint, pull
out a book of Picasso’s and tell them how much one of

his paintings was sold at Sotheby's.

1. Picasso: EEINRZEMFER. MEBR, tENRZARGHFIRNEBA, AAURKEER
TERK, MEYEEANZASEE, BEERFEREZLS LR ENZEIE, REEX
AIERIEE N, Mth 2B FLURE—MNEEFRER B CERBEEE S FENER,

2. Sotheby’s: 17444, L#H - I35 ( Samuel Baker ) FE Bz THELL, HEZ M HSHE
MEREANAEITZ —0 MITREFFEZXEREIAL, HELVSBREEKIMNER, =
BRENORAEEFAAOREERE, HFEHEHREMIINTTEZRPOETHE, BIF
I BAFIT ., ExE. BAH. 2. BEEPEEBESH,



