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Read for information;
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‘About ' ™ |
the author

Sy

JJules Verne was born in 1828 in the town of Nantes, in France.

When he was a boy, he ran away from home and tried to get on a
ship to the Caribbean. The men on the ship found him and sent him
back home.

In 1847, Jules’s father sent him to Paris to study law. He did not like
the subject very much and his father was angry when he left law
school and started writing plays instead. His plays were not very
successful at the beginning, and he had to find another way to earn
money because he was in love with Honorine, a widow ! with two
young children. He became a stockbroker 2 and married Honorine a
year later, in 1857. They had a son called Michel. During this time
Verne continued writing, and in 1852 he wrote a book about how a
man could travel across Africa in a hot-air balloon.? One publisher

suggested that he wrote an adventure story, using the same ideas. He

1. widow : ZEid
2. stockbroker : BEIEEL4 -

3. hot-air balloon :




did this, and in 1863, he wrote Five Weeks in a Balloon. People liked
this new mixture® of fact and fiction, and the book was an immediate
success.

With the help of his friend and publisher, Pierre-Jules Hetzel, he
wrote many books, sometimes two a year. Some of the most famous
of these are: A Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864) , From the Earth
to the Moon (1865) and Twenty Thousand Leagues* under the Sea (1869).
In these stories his heroes are clever men who are able to find
solutions to problems and escape from dangerous situations.

This is also the case in Around the World in Eighty Days (1873). This
was not only Jules Verne’s most popular story but he also saw it
performed several times as a play during his own lifetime. Many of
Jules Verne’s stories became classic films, for example, Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1954).

Jules Verne was popular in his time because of people’s interest in
science. Today, people are interested to see how many of his
imaginary inventions became reality. For example, in From the Earth
to the Moon, the story is very similar to the real events of man’s first
journey to the moon in the Apollo.

Jules Verne did travel later on in his life, and in 1884 he did a tour of
the Mediterranean. He died in 1905 in Amiens, France. Many people

think of him as the “father’ of science fiction.

Writing
Write a sentence about Jules Verne for each date on the timeline.

Example: Jules Verne was born in 1828.

1828 1847 1852 1857 1873 1905

1. mixture : IBA& (4K) -
2. Leagues : KJEMAL > F12 3 MR - — AR B L ERN GBRIRHTR) -




Before you read
Means of transport
Find these words in the pictures.

horse driver engine guide bicycle
 elephant sail sledge wheels car

Which of these types of transport do you think Phileas Fogg uses to
help him complete his journey around the world?

Vocabulary
Match the following words (1-5) from Chapter One with their definitions
(A-E). You have an example.

1 manservant A a hole in the wall where you can burn things

2 [ ] challenge B an organisation that stops fires burning

3[ |fireplace C an association that helps people in need

4[ |firebrigade D adifficult situation that tests someone’s ability

5 D charity or determination
E a man who works for someone in their house
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CHAPTER ONE

When Phileas Fogg meets
Passepartout

London. 1872 @

Let 1

ca

begin by introducing a mysterious ' English gentleman
Phileas Fogg.
ost people don’t know very much about him, but because he
es the same thing every day, some people think they know
ng about him.
v handsome and he is a true gentleman. He is
certainly rich, but no one knows how he made his money.

Has he ever been to another country? He can name a lot of
countries on a world map and he knows the most incredible ?
things about them. He probably travelled at one time, but some

1. mysterious : MFLH)
2. incredible : AR > FPH o
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AROUND the WORLD in Eighty Days

people insist! that he has not left London for many years. Maybe
he only travels in his head.

He is a very private > man and he does not have many friends.
The only time he speaks to other people is at the Reform Club, ?
where he goes to read newspapers and play cards. He does not
play to win. He plays for the enjoyment of the game. He often
wins, but he does not keep the money. He gives it to charity. * He
likes to see his games as a challenge; a challenge that does not
require any physical effort.

He has lunch at the Reform Club every day, in the same room,
at the same table. He goes home at midnight. He lives in his house
in Savile Row, a good address in central London. No one ever goes
there, except his manservant, who must always be on time and
be completely loyal ® to Phileas Fogg. In fact, this very morning,
his manservant lost his job because the water he brought Phileas
Fogg was too hot to shave with. And this is where our story
begins.

Phileas Fogg was sitting in his armchair waiting for his new
manservant at some time between eleven and half past eleven.
At exactly half past eleven Mr Fogg goes to the Reform Club. He
looked up at the hands of the large clock by the wall that counted
every second with a loud tick.

There was a knock at the door and a young man of about
thirty came in.

insist : "&HF o

private : IRfERY o

Reform Club : St REURHES « ROZTF 183248 » H AR W HMH I -
charity : BZZH -

loyal : JBiRMY -

SR W =
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AROUND the WORLD in Eighty Days

‘You say that you are French, but your name is John?’ asked
Phileas Fogg, looking at him carefully.

‘Jean, sir, not John, said the young man. ‘Jean Passepartout. I
am an honest man, sir, and I must tell you that I haven’t been a
manservant all my life. I was a physical education teacher and a
music teacher; then I became a singer. I once rode a horse in a
circus?, and for a time I worked for the fire brigade? in Paris.

‘I found out that a certain Mr Fogg was looking for a
manservant. “He is a very clever, careful man,” they told me. “You
won'’t find a quieter man in all of England. He does the same thing
every day.” And so | came here to ask about the job, in the hope of
finally being able to live a quiet life.

‘Yes, someone at the Reform Club told you this I believe —
probably the same person who told me about you. Do you
understand what type of person I'm looking for?’

‘Yes, sir. 1 do, and I think I'm perfect for the job.

‘Well then, what time is it now?’

‘Eleven twenty-two, Mr Fogg, Passepartout replied, taking his
pocket-watch ® out of a small side pocket.

‘Exactly four minutes late, noted Phileas Fogg, looking at his
own watch. ‘So, let’s say you started working for me as from —
eleven twenty-six.

Phileas Fogg stood up from his armchair, picked up his hat, and
went out of the door without saying another word. From this
brief introduction, Passepartout was able to make note of his

1. circus : B3xkH -
2. fire brigade : HBiBA °

@
3. pocket-watch :
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when Phileas Fogg meets |
Passepartout

employer.! He was about forty years old, an elegant? man with an
attractive, gentle face. He was tall, with blond hair and a
moustache. 3 He was the sort of person who remained incredibly
calm, even under pressure. He had gentle eyes that fixed you with
a firm stare.* He never seemed upset® or worried. He was a
typical Englishman. It was always difficult to guess an
Englishman’s true feelings.

And our Frenchman? Passepartout had an attractive face and
he was incredibly strong. He had blue eyes, and untidy, curly ®
brown hair. He was a sweet person who understood the meaning
of true friendship and loyalty.

It was just after half past eleven and Passepartout, who was
now alone in his new home, decided to look around. After looking
in all the different rooms, he finally came to his own bedroom.
Above the fireplace there was an electric clock; it was the same
electric clock that Phileas Fogg had in his room. The two clocks
ticked at the exact same second. Below the clock there was a
piece of paper listing the details of Mr Fogg’s day.

‘Not bad at all, thought Passepartout. ‘A man who is as regular
as clockwork!? This is just what I was looking for.

employer : JE ©

I

2. elegant : {EHER ©

3. moustache : )\ > #I5 °
4. firm stare : B > —HFH °
5. upset : FiRHY ©

6. curly : Bl o

748

as regular as clockwork : {§ 83 R &—FE 2B A BLHE
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Go back to the text

Comprehension check
For each question, mark the letter next to the correct answer — A, B, C or D.

1 Phileas Fogg is a member of
A [ ] the Gentleman’s Club.
B [:I the Travel Club.
C [ ] the Reform Club.
D [:] Saville Row.

2 Inthe afternoon Phileas Fogg liked to
A [ ] read magazines.
B [ | play cards.
c [ ] travel
D [ | shave his beard.

3 At what time did Phileas Fogg leave his house each morning?
A [ ] atexactly eleven-thirty
B [ | ateleven o’clock
C E] just before eleven-fifteen
D D at eleven thirty-five

4 Which of these things did Passepartout not do in the past?
A [:I ride a horse
B [ | putouta fire
c [ ] teach
D [ | beanactor

5 Why did Passepartout think that Phileas Fogg was a typical English
man?
A [ ] 1t was difficult to say what he was feeling.
B [ | He was from a rich family.
c E] He had blue eyes and blond hair.
D D He played cards every day.
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