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Follow Your Dream

35758 ]

I have a friend named Monty Roberts who owns a horse in
San Ysidro. He has let me use his house to put on
events to raise money for youth at risk programs.

The last time I was there he introduced me by saying, “I want to
tell you why I let Jack use my house. It all goes back to a story about
a young man who was the son of an horse trainer who
would go from stable to stable, race track to race track, farm to
farm and ranch to ranch, training horses. As a result, the boy’s high
school career was continually interrupted. When he was a senior, he
was asked to write a paper about what he wanted to be and do when
he grew up.”

“That night he wrote a seven-page paper describing his goal of
someday owning a horse ranch. He wrote about his dream in great
detail and he even drew a diagram of a 200-acre ranch, showing the
location of all the buildings, the stables and the track. Then he drew
a detailed floor plan for a 4,000-square-foot house that would sit on a
200-acre dream ranch. ”

“He put a great deal of his heart into the project and the next day
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he handed it in to his teacher. Two days later he received his paper
back. On the front page was a large red F with a note that read, °See
me after class. ’”

“The boy with the dream went to see the teacher after class and
asked, ¢ Why did I receive an F?’”

“The teacher said, ° This is an unrealistic dream for a young
boy like you. You have no money. You come from an itinerant
family. You have no resources. Owning a horse ranch requires a lot
of money. You have to buy the land. You have to pay for the
original breeding stock and later you’ll have to pay large stud fees.
There’s no way you could ever do it. > Then the teacher added, ‘If
you will rewrite this paper with a more realistic goal, I will reconsider
your grade. > ”

“The boy went home and thought about it long and hard. He
asked his father what he should do. His father said, ‘ Look, son,
you have to make up your own mind on this. However, I think itis a
very important decision for you. ’” ‘

“Finally, after sitting with it for a week, the boy turned in the
same paper, making no changes at all. He stated, You can keep the
F and I'll keep my dream. ’”

Monty then turned to the assembled group and said, “I tell you
this story because you are sitting in my 4, 000-square-foot house in
the middle of my 200-acre horse ranch. I still have that school paper
framed over the fireplace. ” He added, “The best part of the story is
that two summers ago that same schoolteacher brought 30 kids to
camp out on my ranch for a week. ” When the teacher was leaving,
he said, ‘Look, Monty, I can tell you this now. When I was your
teacher, I was something of a dream stealer. During those years I
stole a lot of kids’ dreams. Fortunately you had enough gumption not
to give up on yours. *”

Don’t let anyone steal your dreams. Follow your heart, no
matter what.
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ranch [ 'rentf,ramntf] n. #3%
B8 105 about 50 kilometers from here to my ranch.
WX ILE| R IH 4 A 50 22,
# fund raising E4&EH

BHY. The chairman poured cold water onto all our suggestions for
fund raising.
FERAIRMNF LTS IA LA RS K,
El| itinerant [i'tinoront] adj. XEK, MBI n KEH
Bif). One who walks from place to place is an itinerant.
e H R —AAN—RE B 2T T,
race track i, MiE
B The new race track is nearly six miles in extent.
EAMBEREC XEZK,
Bl continually [ kon'tinjuali] adv. ARWiH:, SA%H
Bk Languages develop continually through usage.
BEAERATRMA K,
[ detail [ 'dizteil , di'teil] n. 40, PE1E v. PR, B
M%) The full details of the agreement haven’t been made public.
WaLe i H R
diagram [ 'daisgrem] n. Ef, E#E v. FEMERR
A& 111 have to alter the diagram. I’ve made a mistake.
G BA, KT EILE,
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B 1ocation [lou'keifon] n. #if, fLB
M8 He indicated the location of the Persian Gulf with a pen on the
map.
PR — X EARE LARR T ANEGEE,
Bl unrealistic [ 'anrio'listik] adj. REISEFREY, RITEM
B8, The most unrealistic thing about romantic fiction is that the
heroine always marries Mr. Right and the hero always marries
Miss Right.
FRIDRFPREAAZHENREL: KT AXRBLTEY
A, FLAERBITSLEA,
resource [ri'sois] n. B
B8 He has no inner resources and hates being alone.

R A REGE TR, BREHEE,

B He's a nice enough lad, but he doesn’t seem to have much
gumption.

ARG DT, EFREAH ARG,

hau g

It all goes back to a story about a young man who was the son of an
itinerant horse trainer who would go from stable to stable, race track
to race track, farm to farm and ranch to ranch, training horses.

BEFR-ADFBEAL, RO FRELRIF, MKt
SRR ELFRE TR,

a] Finally, after sitting with it for a week, the boy turned in the same

paper, making no changes at all.
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Get a Understanding
of Oneself

n1s B %
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In all one’s lifetime it is oneself that one spends the most time
being with or dealing with. But it is oneself that one has the
least understanding of. When you are going upwards in life you tend
to yourself. When you are going downhill you tend to
underestimate yourself. It’s likely that you think it wise for yourself
to know your place and stay aloof from worldly wearing a mask of
cowardice, behind which the flow of sap in your life will be
retarded.

To get a thorough understanding of oneself is to gain a correct
view of oneself and be a sober realist-aware of both one’s strength and
shortage. You may look forward hopefully to the future but be sure
not to expect too much, for ideals can never be fully realized. You
may be courageous to meet challenges but it should be clear to you
where to direct your efforts.

To get a thorough understanding of oneself needs self-
appreciation. Whether you like yourself to a towering tree or a blade

of grass, whether you think you are a high mountain or a small stone,
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