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z# KING LEAR'

Lear, king of Britain, had three daughters; Goneril’, wife to the duke of
Albany® Regan’, wife to the duke of Cornwall’; and Cordelia®, a young maid,
for whose love the king of France and duke of Burgundy” were joint suitors®,
and were at this time making stay for that purpose in the court of Lear.

The old king, worn out with® age and the fatigues of government, being
more than fourscore® years old, determined to take no further part in state
affairs, but to leave the management to younger strengths, that he might"
have time to prepare for death, which must at no long period®? ensue. With
this intent he called his three daughters to him, to know from their own lips
which of them loved him best, that he might part his kingdom among them
in such proportions as their affection for him should seem to deserve.

Goneril, the eldest, declared that she loved her father more than words
could give out®, that he was dearer to her than the light of her own eyes,
dearer than life and liberty, with a deal of* such professing stuff®, which is
easy to counterfeit where there is no real love, only a few fine words deliv-
ered with confidence being wanted in that case. The king, delighted to hear
from her own mouth this assurance of her love, and thinking truly that her

heart went with it*, in a fit of fatherly fondness bestowed upon her and her

L. Lear [lia]: /R, 2. Goneril ["gonaril . F#AE/RK, 3. Albany ['otlbani]: RAJE, 4.
Regan ['rizgon]: BB H, 5. Comwall ['koinwol ]: BE#E/R, 6. Cordelia [kor'ditlia]: BIKF|
YlE. 7. Burgundy ['baigondi]:#1R % . 8. joint suitors= they sought to marry Cordelia and
were therefore rivals. joint suitors ;Zking of France flduke of Burgundy FI%iE, 9. womn
out with=tired out with. 10. fourscore=eighty. score=twenty. 11. that...might=in order that...
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might. 12. at no long period =with a short period. 13. give out: % X (=represent;
express). 14. a deal of=a great deal of; a lot of. 15. professing stuff: 7£ 5 I 1% (=words
that were all profession on pretence; insincere utterance), stuff=nonsense. 16. thinking

truly that her heart went with it...: truly & 817 , & 1fiBL7E 517 thinking.
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husband one third of his ample kingdom.

Then calling to him his second daughter, he demanded what she had to
say. Regan, who was made of the same hollow metal as her sister, was not a
whit behind? in her professions, but rather declared that what her sister had
spoken came short of the love which she professed to bear for his highness;
insomuch that® she found all other joys dead, in comparison with the plea-
sure which she took in the love of her dear king and father.

Lear blessed himself* in having such loving children, as he thought; and
could do no less, after the handsome assurances which Regan had made,
than bestow a third of his kingdom upon her and her husband, equal in
size to that which he had already given away to Goneril.

Then turning to his youngest daughter Cordelia, whom he called his
joy, he asked what she had to say, thinking no doubt that she would glad his
ears’® with the same loving speeches which her sisters had uttered, or rather
that her expressions would be so much stronger than theirs, as she had al-
ways been his darling, and favoured by him above either of them. But
Cordelia, disgusted with the flattery of her sisters, whose hearts she knew
were far from their lips, and seeing that all their coaxing speeches were only
intended to wheedle the old king out of® his dominions, that” they and their
husbands might reign in his lifetime, made no other reply but this, — that
she loved his majesty according to her duty, neither more nor less.

The king, shocked with this appearance of ingratitude in his favourite
child, desired her to consider her words, and to mend her speech, lest it
should mar her fortunes.

Cordelia then told her father, that he was her father, that he had given
her breeding?, and loved her; that she returned those duties back as was
most fit, and did obey him, love him, and most honour him. But that’ she
could not frame her mouth to such large speeches® as her sisters had done,

or promise to love nothing else in the world. Why had her sisters husbands,

1. hollow metal: FEPY# A JH (=insincere substance; deceitful essence). iX B 1& Regan 0
Goneril —FEGR Z IR, T THEF . 2. not a whit behind:— & 11 R # (=not at all inferior),

3. in so much that=to such an extent that. 4. blessed himself=thought himself very fortunate;
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congratulated himself. 5. glad his ears=gladen (please) his ears. 6. wheedle the old king out
of=coax the old king to give up. 7. that=in order that. 8. had given her breeding=had brought
her up. 9. but that=but she told her father that. 10. large speeches=extravagent words.
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if (as they said) they had no love for anything but their father? If she should
ever wed, she was sure the lord to whom she gave her hand' would want
half her love, half of her care and duty; she should never marry like her sis-
ters, to love her father all>

Cordelia, who in earnest loved her old father even almost as extrava-
gantly® as her sisters pretended to do, would have plainly told him so at any
other time, in more daughter-like and loving terms, and without these quali-
fications, which did indeed sound a little ungracious; but after the crafty
flattering speeches of her sisters, which she had seen drawn such extrava-
gant rewards, she thought the handsomest* thing she could do was to love
and be silent. This put her affection out of suspicion of mercenary ends’, and
showed that she loved, but not for gain; and that her professions, the less
ostentatious® they were, had so much the more of truth and sincerity than
her sisters’.

This plainness of speech, which Lear called pride, so enraged the old
monarch—who in his best of times always showed much of spleen’ and
rashness, and in whom the dotage incident to old age had so clouded over
his reason, that he could not discern truth from flattery, nor a gay painted
speech from words that came from the heart—that in a fury of resentment
he retracted the third part of his kingdom which yet remained, and which he
had reserved for Cordelia, and gave it away from her, sharing it equally be-
tween her two sisters and their husbands, the dukes of Albany and Corn-
wall; whom he now called to him, and in presence of all his courtiers be-
stowing a coronet between them, invested them jointly with all the power,
revenue, and execution of government, only retaining to himself the name of
king; all the rest of royalty he resigned; with this reservation, that® himself,
with a hundred knights for his attendants, was to be maintained by monthly
course® in each of his daughters’ palaces in turn.

So preposterous” a disposal of his kingdom, so little guided by reason,

1. gave her hand: 45#& (=married). 2. to love her father all=if she is to love her father
exclusively. 3. extravagantly=unreasonably. 4. handsomest=most handsome. 5. mercenary
ends=aiming at reward. 6. ostentatious=showy. 7. spleen=ill-humour; peevishness. 8. that:
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that 9454718 & this reservation, 9. by monthly course=for periods of a month at a time;
every month alternately. 10. preposterous:pre (B )+post (f5 ) +erous (FE & {71& B ) =8 /5 F
&, 5 1{H A stupid 2 & .

o |



| & rewzmes

and so much by passion, filled all his courtiers with astonishment and sor-
row; but none of them had the courage to interpose between this incensed
king and his wrath', except the earl of Kent, who was beginning to speak a
good word for Cordelia, when the passionate Lear on pain of death’ com-
manded him to desist; but the good Kent was not so to be repelled. He had
been ever loyal to Lear, whom he had honoured as a king, loved as a father,
followed as a master; and he had never esteemed his life further than as a
pawn to wage”® against his royal master’s enemies, nor feared to lose it when
Lear’s safety was the motive; nor now that Lear was most his own enemy,
did this faithful servant of the king forget his old principles, but manfully
opposed Lear, to do Lear good’ and was unmannerly only because Lear
was mad. He had been a most faithful counsellor in times past to the king,
and he besought him now, that he would see with his eyes® (as he had done
in many weighty matters), and go by his advice still; and in his best consid-
eration recall this hideous rashness: for he would answer with his life, his
judgment that® Lear’s youngest daughter did not love him least, nor were
those empty-hearted whose low sound gave no token of hollowness”. When
power bowed to flattery, honour was bound to plainness. For Lear’s threats,
what could he do to him, whose life was already at his service? That should
not hinder duty from speaking.

The honest freedom of this good earl of Kent only stirred up the king’s
wrath the more, and like a frantic patient who kills his physician, and loves
his mortal disease, he banished this true servant, and allotted him but five
days to make his preparations for departure; but if on the sixth his hated
person was found within the realm of Britain, that moment was to be his
death. And Kent bade farewell to the king, and said, that since he chose to
show himself in such fashion, it was but banishment to stay there; and be-

fore he went, he recommended Cordelia to the protection of the gods, the

1. his wrath [ro:0]=the object of his wrath, Cordelia. 2. on pain of death: 1 & 4L %E (=on
penalty of death; at the risk of being sentenced to death), 3. as a pawn to wage: as=like. to
wage=to contend; to struggle. 4. to do Lear good: & T ZFE/RHIFI2E (=for the benefit of
Lear), 5. he would see with his eyes: he=the king. his=Kent’s. 6. for he would answer
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with his life, his judgement that.... answer BY 5 i& & his judgement, 7. that Lear's...
hollowness: (a)iX 22 1FAMH, Zjudgement WIFHI1E . (b)those nor were... hollowness)
418, nor were... empty-hearted 2 2 18iE, (c)whose low sound gave no token of hollowness

BEIEMA, 1B those,
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maid who had so rightly thought, and so discreetly spoken; and only wished
that her sisters’ large speeches might be answered! with deeds of love; and
then he went, as he said, to shape his old course to a new country?

The king of France and duke of Burgundy were now called in to hear
the determination of Lear about his youngest daughter, and to know
whether they would persist in their courtship to Cordelia, now that she was
under her father’s displeasure, and had no fortune but her own person® to
recommend her: and the duke of Burgundy declined the match, and would
not take her to wife upon such conditions; but the king of France, under-
standing what the nature of the fault had been which had lost her the love of
her father, that it was only a tardiness of speech, and the not being* able to
frame her tongue to flattery like her sisters, took this young maid by the
hand, and saying that her virtues were a dowry above a kingdom®, bade
Cordelia to take farewell of her sisters and of her father, though he had been
unkind, and she should go with him, and be queen of him and of fair France,
and reign over fairer possessions than her sisters: and he called the duke of
Burgundy in contempt a waterish duke®, because his love for this young
maid had in a moment run all away like water.

Then Cordelia with weeping eyes took leave of her sisters, and be-
sought them to love their father well, and make good their professions”: and
they sullenly told her not to prescribe to them, for they knew their duty; but
to strive to content her husband, who had taken her (as they tauntingly ex-
pressed it) as Fortune’s alms®. And Cordelia with a heavy heart departed, for
she knew the cunning of her sisters, and she wished her father in better
hands than she was about to leave him in.

Cordelia was no sooner gone, than the devilish dispositions of her sis-
ters began to show themselves in their true colours. Even before the expira-

tion of the first month, which Lear was to spend by agreement with his

1. answered=followed. 2. to shape his old course to a new country: | —MFER I, KLL
HIBBEEATH (=to behave in the same old way in a new country), 3. but her own person=
except her own body. 4. the not being.... &) £ {A%G1E, FIATE Ktardiness of speechit %
it %1%, 5. above a kingdom=worth more than a kingdom. 6. waterish duke: 14} water
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BENX, —HFEESREMNERRE, HRBEANEH AKHE ., watery=poor; washy;
vapid. 7. make good their professions =demonstrate the truth of; do as well as they had
promised. 8. Fortune’s alms: fiyi& Z ¥} 4 BYZK FH (=charity of Fortune)

3 |



| 4w mmss

eldest daughter Goneril, the old king began to find out the difference be-
tween promises and performances. This wretch having got from her father
all that he had to bestow, even to the giving away of the crown from off his
head, began to grudge even those small remnants of royalty® which the old
man had reserved to himself, to please his fancy with the idea of being still a
king. She could not bear to see him and his hundred knights. Every time she
met her father, she put on a frowning countenance; and when the old man
wanted to speak with her, she would feign sickness, or anything® to get rid
of the sight of him; for it was plain that she esteemed his old age a useless
burden, and his attendants an unnecessary expense: not only she herself
slackened® in her expressions of duty to the king, but by her example, and (it
is to be feared) not without her private instructions, her very servants affect-
ed to treat him with neglect?, and would either refuse to obey his orders, or
still more contemptuously pretend not to hear them. Lear could not but per-
ceive this alteration in the behaviour of his daughter, but he shut his eyes
against it as long as he could, as people commonly are unwilling to believe
the unpleasant consequences which their own mistakes and obstinacy have
brought upon them.

True love and fidelity are no more to be estranged by ilF’, than falsehood
and hollow-heartedness can be conciliated by good usage. This eminently ap-
pears in the instance of the good earl of Kent, who, though banished by Lear,
and his life made forfeit if he were found in Britain, close to stay and abide®
all consequences, as long as there was a chance of his being useful to the
king his master. See to what mean shifts and disguises poor loyalty is forced
to submit sometimes; yet it counts nothing base or unworthy, so as’ it can but?
do service where it owes an obligation! In the disguise of a serving man, all
his greatness and pomp laid aside®, this good earl proffered™ his services to

the king, who, not knowing him to be Kent in that disguise, but pleased with

L. those small remnants of royalty: $i5 [ -E {7 B #9 BB ;SREAL, 20— B & 5 M (=the privileges
which the king had preserved for himself, such as his escort of a hundred knights), 2. feign
sickness, or anything: anything & feign #9532 1% . 3. slackened in=was negligent of. 4.
affected to treat him with neglect: B % # H¥t £: M1 (=made a show of treating him with

ul



