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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Robert Louis Stevenson (1892) by Girolamo Pieri Nerli.

About the Author

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on 13
November 1850. He was not a strong child and was often ill, but he
liked the stories about adventures and pirates which his father told
him.

In the late 1860s, he went to Edinburgh University. At first he
decided to study engineering because his father was an engineer. But
Stevenson soon understood that he was not happy with his choice
and decided to study law. It was during this time that he became very
interested in literature and he began writing stories. Many of these
were published in magazines.

In 1876, Stevenson started travelling through Belgium and France,

where he met Fanny Osbourne. She was American, eleven years
older than himself and a mother of two children. They fell in love
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immediately, but they did not get married until 1880. After their
marriage, they went to live in Scotland with her son, Lloyd.

One day Stevenson started telling Lloyd a story about pirates. This
was the beginning of one of Stevenson’s most famous stories, Treasure
Island. This exciting adventure story about pirates and treasure became
very popular with children and adults all over the world, and Stevenson
became a famous writer. In 1886, he wrote his most famous novel, The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. This tells the story of a doctor
who drinks a special potion' and develops a horrible new personality.
His other important novels include: Kidnapped (1886), The Black
Arrow (1888) and The Master of Ballantrae (1889).

In 1888, Stevenson was still ill and he felt that the cold, wet, Scottish
weather was not good for him. So the family decided to travel to the
South Pacific. They spent two years travelling and visited the islands
of Hawaii, Tahiti, Samoa and many others. The warm weather helped
Stevenson a lot, so the family decided to live in Samoa. Stevenson liked
Samoa and the people very much, and they liked him, too. He studied
the life and customs of these people and started writing numerous
stories set on the islands. Some of these stories were published in a
collection called Island Nights' Entertainments (1893).

Stevenson died in December 1894 in his home in Samoa. He was only

44 years old. The people of Samoa buried * him on top of Mount Vaea.

0 COMPREHENSION CHECK
Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)? Correct the false ones.

T F
1 Stevenson liked reading stories as a child. (o] ]
2 He became an engineer. O
3 His wife was French. (G
4 Treasure Island made Stevenson famous. [0
5 He left Scotland because he was not well. [0, il
6 His health did not improve in a warmer country. [ e

1. potion : ARIKH ° 3. buried : 3§ -

2. numerous : FZMH °
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Ellis
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BEFORE YOU READ

0 VOCABULARY
Do you know these words? Write the words from the box under the
correct pictures. Use a dictionary to help you.

priest

village message

- . B

o Now complete these sentences with the correct words from the box.
taxes defend loyal
1 Many years ago, people paid .......cc.coeuennene to the King. Now we pay
them to the government.
2 The soldiers’ main job was to .................... the castle from attackers.
3 fivousarel i to someone, you always help and support

them when they need you.

o LISTENING
@ Listen to the beginning of the story and answer these questions.

In the future.
Hundreds of years ago.
In modern times.

1 When does this story happen?

2 What’s true about England
in this story?

People live in peace.
There are no jobs.
There is a war.

3 What’s true about the villagers? They are angry.
They are happy.

They are confused.

Cw>» OW>» OW»>
OO0 OOo oo

Now say why you chose A, B or C for each question.




CHAPTER ONE

The Letter

he bell of Moat House Castle at Tunstall rang loudly
one spring afternoon. The people of the village
looked up at the castle.

‘What'’s happening?’ asked one man.

‘I don’t know,” said another. ‘A messenger brought
a letter for Sir Oliver Oates, the priest, half an hour ago. It was
from Sir Daniel Brackley.’

‘But why is the bell ringing?’ asked an old man.

Suddenly a handsome ' young man appeared on his grey horse.
He was about eighteen years old and had brown hair and blue
eyes. He had a bow and arrow on his back. His name was Richard
Shelton and he was Sir Daniel’s ward. *

Richard Shelton looked at the people around him and said,
“There will be a big battle soon! Sir Daniel wants everyone to fight.’

‘Another battle!’ cried an angry woman. ‘This is terrible! Our
men go and die in battles, and their wives and children are hungry.’

‘We pay high taxes to Sir Daniel and we don’t have any money
for food,’ said a young mother with three small children.

‘Who is Sir Daniel fighting for today?’ asked a tall man.
‘Lancaster or York?’

‘I'm sorry, I don’t know,” said Richard, and his face became red.

1. handsome : ¥R (ATHHE) -
2. ward : BT ZE — % R Kb i JLIE -
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Sir Daniel Brackley was not a loyal man and the people did not
like him. He seemed to always change his mind: ' sometimes he
fought for Lancaster and sometimes he fought for York.

A big man on a black horse appeared. It was Bennet Hatch, Sir
Daniel’s best friend. He was about forty and had dark hair and an
unfriendly face.

‘All of the men in the village must go to Moat House Castle
and get ready for the battle!’ Hatch cried.

Then Hatch looked at Richard and said, ‘Let’s go to Nick
Appleyard’s house.’

When they arrived Hatch said, ‘Nick Appleyard, you must go
and defend Moat House Castle because Sir Daniel is going to
Kettley to fight.’

While the two men were talking, a black arrow suddenly hit
Nick Appleyard in the back and killed him.

‘Oh, no!” cried Richard. ‘Appleyard is dead! Someone in the
forest shot this black arrow.’

‘Look! There’s a message on the arrow,” said Hatch. ‘What does
it say, Richard?’

Richard took the arrow and read, ‘““For Appleyard, from John, to
make things right.” What a strange message!’

‘It's dangerous * here, let’s go to the church,’ said Hatch.

There were about twenty men on their horses outside the
church. They were ready to fight.

‘Sir Daniel will be pleased with these brave men,’ said Hatch.

‘Look at the church door,’ said Richard. ‘There’s a letter on it!’

‘A letter on the church door,’ said Sir Oliver, surprised. He
was the priest of the village and Sir Daniel’s good friend. ‘Young
Richard, please read it.’

1. mind : £ - 2. dangerous : @& -
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Richard took the letter off the door and read it aloud.

I have four black arrows.

The first arrow killed Appleyard,

the next one will kill Bennet Hatch,

because he burnt Grimstone House.

Another arrow is for Sir Oliver Oates,

because he killed Sir Harry Shelton.

Sir Daniel will get the fourth arrow.

From John of the Green Wood and his men.

P.S. Remember we have other arrows for your men!

‘We live in a terrible world! I'm a good man. I did not kill Sir
Harry Shelton!” cried Sir Oliver Oates.

‘We know you're a good, honest man, Sir Oliver,’ said Hatch.
Then he whispered ' something in Sir Oliver’s ear and looked at
Richard. Sir Harry Shelton was Richard’s father. Richard saw this
but he said nothing.

‘I must write a letter to Sir Daniel and tell him what happened,’
said Sir Oliver.

When the letter was ready he said, ‘Richard, take this
important letter to Sir Daniel immediately. > Be careful on the
road because it can be very dangerous.’

Richard took the letter and went to get his horse.

Hatch followed him. ‘Richard,” he said quietly, ‘you're a brave,
honest young man. Listen to me, be careful of Sir Daniel. Don't
trust him and don'’t trust Sir Oliver. They're dangerous men.’

Richard was surprised and started thinking. ‘Thank you, my
friend, he said. Then he got on his grey horse and galloped * away.

1. whispered : H-iF ; (K4 ° 3. galloped : (%i%) %4 -
2. immediately : % L -
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