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Unit 1  Qin Shihuang and the Great Wall

Qin Shihudng shi Zhongguod
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Qin Shihuang is the first emperor of China. He, who called himself Shihuangdi (First
Emperor), unified China for the first time in history. And the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC)

he established left behind two world-famous structures, the Qin Terracotta Warriors &
Horses and the Great Wall.

Qin  Shihudng Lingde
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The pottery warriors and horses, which are large in number, are parts of the funerary
objects of the Qin Shihuang Mausoleum. Acclaimed as the “Eighth Wonder of the Ancient
World”, they are the precious cultural legacies, not only of the Chinese people, but of the

whole world.
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After the unification of China, Qin Shihuang gave the order to build the Great Wall.
The project involved joining the separate walls previously constructed by the defeated
states. It is said to be the largest and most time-consuming military defence works in the

world. So it is not only the wonder in the world architectural history, but also the symbol
of the Chinese nation.
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Unit 2 The Three Kingdoms (220-265)
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During the last years of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220), a turbulent period in
history, China was torn apart by rival warlord regimes, among which, the strongest ones
were the three powers respectively in the control of Cao Cao, Sun Quan and Liu Bei.
After years of wars and conflicts, three kingdoms took shape, namely the kingdoms of
Wei, Shu and Wu. That is why this period is called the “Three Kingdoms” in history. And

the famous novel Romance of the Three Kingdoms vividly reflected the figures, events
and history of this period.
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Among the heroes of this period, Cao Cao was one of the outstanding politicians,
strategists and writers. He contributed to the reunification of China. And some battles he
commanded, e.g. the Battle of Guandu, became typical examples of the few defeating the
many in battle.
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Apart from Cao Cao, there were many other famous politicians and strategists at that
time. One of them was Zhu Geliang, a well-known resourceful figure in history.
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Unit3 The Tang Dynasty (618-907)
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The Tang Dynasty was the most prosperous
period of ancient China. Its second emperor Li
Shimin, also known as Tang Taizong, was a great
politician and strategist. He was good at making
proper use of personnel, valued opinions from all
quarters, and took many good measures to
administer his country. And the prosperous and

peaceful situation he created is called “Zhenguan
Zhi Zhi” (Golden Years of Zhenguan) in history.
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During the period when Li Longji, Li Shimin’s ¥
great-grandson, came into power, the economy of ancient i
China was at its peak in history. Li Longji was also called %
Tang Xuanzong or Tang Minghuang in history. In the £
early years of his reign, he recruited talented people, ¥
encouraged production, and rectified harmful policies. %
Under his administration, China became a strong and i
peaceful nation. But later on he neglected his duties and £
cared little about the state affairs. Instead he stayed all &
day long with Yang Guifei, one of his favorite imperial %
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concubines. Soon the nation rapidly waned, which finally
led to an armed rebellion led by An Lushan and Shi

Siming.
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In the early days of the Ming Dynasty,
with the progress on navigation, Emperor Ming
Chengzu appointed Zheng He as envoy to the

Western Seas for the purpose of enhancing
relationships with other countries.
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Zheng He was an excellent

navigator and diplomat in the
Ming Dynasty. He was appointed
to travel to the Western Seas seven
times and visited more than 30
countries and regions of Asia and
Africa, and once his fleet reached
as far as the east coast of Africa

and the Red Sea coast.
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Zheng He’s voyages made a great contribution to the communication between China
and the World, promoting the cultural and economic relations with countries in Asia and
Africa. In terms of size and number of times, Zheng He’s voyage could be rightfully

called an unprecedented travel at that time as well as a great feat in the navigation history
of mankind.
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