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Hunter’s Foreword

The discipline of mammalian reproductive biology has grown exponentially in the
last 30~40 years, and investigations in large domestic animals have been prominent.
One consequence of the increased basic knowledge has been the development of a sophis-
ticated technology applicable especially in farm animals. Such technology can be imposed
at the time of breeding, during pregnancy, and at the end of gestation. The scope for
potential intervention thus extends from the synchronization of oestrus through diagno-
sis of pregnancy and measurements on the foetus to control of parturition and post-par-
tum physiology. However, the oldest reproductive technique remains artificial insemina-
tion and, excitingly, application of this technique is at the threshold of a new era.

Artificial insemination has been of immense benefit by virtue of its ability to in-
crease the rate of genetic progress in the breeding of superior livestock, most notably in
dairy cattle. Its impact has led to significant improvements in milk production in many
Western countries and indeed in less developed economies, thanks to convenient storage
and transport of semen samples in liquid nitrogen. The greatest geographical scope for
further developing the application of artificial insemination is in Africa, South America
and in the People’s Republic of China. It is no exaggeration to say that China is poised
to revolutionise the rate of genetic gain in dairy cattle by exploiting the potential of
sperm sorting technology. Increased milk production coupled with increased domestic
milk consumption are seen as critically important to the Chinese economy and as a con-
tribution to both food production and the health status of an ever-increasing urban popu-
lation.

No-one has more readily appreciated the strategic impact of sperm-sorting technolo-
gy to the overall increase of valuable animal products than Professor Xihe Li, In his uni-
versity teaching posts in Huhhot and Beijing and, equally importantly, as Research Di-
rector of the Inner Mongolia Mengniu Reproductive Biotechnology Company, he is ex-
ceptionally well-positioned to drive forward the further development and application of
sperm sorting technology. In its current form, it is applied to the separation of X-chro-
mosome from Y-chromosome bearing spermatozoa with a 95% accuracy. Based on
Mengniu’s impressive research facilities, with a current total of 6 sorting machines and a
proposed total of 20, a highly significant increase in the population of genetically superi-
or dairy cows will soon be obtained.

But Professor Xihe Li’s horizons are more challenging than even the development
portrayed above., Based on his background as a research student of Professor Bou Shor-
gan at the Inner Mongolia University, as a post-doctoral candidate in cell biology in Ja-
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pan, and as a senior research fellow in equine reproductive physiology in the Cambridge
Veterinary School, England, he fully appreciates the scope for further improvements
based upon rapidly developing DNA technology. Although chromatin is tightly con-
densed and stabilized in the head of ejaculated spermatozoa, it will soon be possible to
identify and manipulate particular groups of genes in maturing sperm cells, and Profes-
sor Xihe Li’s research team will be at the forefront of this endeavour.

This book is a timely contribution, and describes sperm sorting technology and its
application in a variety of mammalian species. It is highly recommended and its author
to be congratulated on his initiative and hard work. Professor Xihe Li’s important book
will remain a key work in the foreseeable future. As written in the Preface to a related
book some 30 years ago: “Progress tends to be stimulated by those who recognise op-
portunities: one of these is the ability to regulate reproductive processes in female farm
animals. ” (Physiology and Technology of Reproduction in Female Domestic Animals.
Academic Press, London and New York, 1980)

R KAE .

Sidney Sussex College Cambridge, England
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