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1. EXBRXHRIER

Well said, Cephalus®, I replied; but as concerning justice, what is it? —to speak the
truth and to pay your debts—no more than this? And even to this are there not exceptions?
Suppose that a friend when in his right mind has deposited® arms with me and he asks for
them when he is not in his right mind, ought I to give them back to him? No one would say
that I ought or that I should be right in doing so, any more than they would say that I ought

always to speak the truth to one who is in his condition.

2. EREMABRRENH

We should rather say that he is a friend who is, as well as seems, good; and that he who
seems only, and is not good, only seems to be and is not a friend; and of an enemy the same

may be said. You would argue that the good are our friends and the bad our enemies?

@® Cephalus: A%
@ deposit: FF
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Yes.

And instead of saying simply as we did at first, that it is just to do good to our friends
and harm to our enemies, we should further say: Is it just to do good to our friends when
they are good and harm to our enemies when they are evil®?

Yes, that appears to me to be the truth.

But ought the just to injure any one at all?

Nor can the good harm any one?

Impossible.

And the just is the good?

Certainly.

Then to injure a friend or any one else is not the act of a just man, but of the opposite,
who is the unjust?

I think that what you say is quite true, Socrates®,

3. EXWKAEXERA

Then I will repeat the question which I asked before, in order that our examination of
the relative nature of justice and injustice may be carried on regularly. A statement has made
that injustice is stronger and more powerful than justice, but now justice, having been iden-
tified with wisdom and virtue, is easily shown to be stronger than injustice, if injustice is ig-
norance®; this can no longer be questioned by any one. But I want to view the matter, Thra-
symachus®, in a different way: You would not deny that a state may be unjust and may be
unjustly attempting to enslave other states, or may have already enslaved® them, and may be
holding many of them in subjection?

True, he replied; and I will add the best and perfectly unjust state will be most likely to

do so.

4. EXWAERHAET, FEXMARETTESE

For we have already shown that the just are clearly wiser and better and abler than the
unjust, and that the unjust are incapable of common action; naying at more, that to speak as
we did of men who are evil acting at any time vigorously together, is not strictly true, for if
they had been perfectly evil, they would have laid hands upon one another; but it is evident
that there must have been some remnant® of justice in them, which enabled them to com-
bine; if there had not been, they would have injured one another as well as their victims;

they were but half-villains in their enterprises; for had they been whole villains, and utterly

evil: BEBHR, AEN
Socrates: A%, FHHEPLUR
ignorance: XA, ANA
Thrasymachus: A%
enslave: &, U#, KA
remnant: AR, FK
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