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Abstract s o -

The development of humanities and social sciences is of enormous importance to
the cultivation of humane spirit and feelings for a country and a nationality. As far as
China is concerned, the development of humanities and social sciences provides consid-
erable support for the socialist modernization drive. In the context of economic global-
ization and cultural diversification, humanities and social sciences is gaining in impor-
tance in their positions and functions, just like natural sciences. Since the reform and
opening up, humanities and social sciences has seen rapid development and drastic
transformation with efforts of various parties.

Nevertheless, the development of humanities and social sciences has seen a wide
variety of problems emerging. In terms of development of discipline institutionalization,
the excessively market-oriented operation mechanism of humanities social sciences has
come to light, along with the crisis of academic anomie in humanities and social sci-
ences. In terms of heritage of academic spirits and tradition, an excessive amount of ac-
ademic utilitarianism is prevailing in the current massive wave of market economy.
When it comes to discipline management, the excessive use of administrative approa-
ches and non-standardization in the process of results assessment have imposed severe
challenges on the management, resulting in a dilemma faced by humanities and social
sciences.

These problems, which severely affect the development of China’s humanities and
social sciences, have aroused wide concern from both the academic world and the socie-
ty. Though many reasons have constituted the cause of these problems, the dislocation
and abnormality of academic achievement assessment is the kernel. How to evaluate the
achievements of humanities and social sciences in a scientific, objective and equitable

manner? How to establish and improve relevant mechanism, standards and system for
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the evaluation of humanities and social sciences achievements based on research results
obtained? Those have become imperative and must-be-solved theoretical and practical
problems for the development of China’s humanities and social sciences.

However, for the time being, a great amount of deficiencies have existed in the as-
sessment of humanities and social sciences achievements. Those mainly include: inade-
quate research on the complexity of humanities and social sciences achievements, lack
of attention to the assessment of creativity related to humanities and social sciences
achievements, insufficient understanding of non-uniformity of assessment indicator of
humanities and social sciences achievements, lack of awareness of the limitation of ex-
isting evaluation methods; lack of emphasis on the indigenization of evaluation of hu-
manities and social sciences achievements.

Overall, China’s research on the evaluation of humanities and social sciences is
still at a stage of exploration. The country has not conducted in-depth comparison re-
search on internationally mature soft targets and academic evaluation system and drawn
on successful experience; the country has not made deep investigation into the complex-
ity of evaluation object, evaluation theory, evaluation method of humanities and social
sciences which can provide suitable target for specific method study; the country has not
established a complete evaluation mechanism of humanities and social sciences achieve-
ments which is of orientation, science and feasibility, and a perspective evaluation
standard of research achievements in humanities and social sciences which accords with
the development law and trend of humanities and social sciences; and the country is in
deficiency of an evaluation system for the evaluation of humanities and social sciences
achievements which lives up to the world standard, with Chinese characterizes and ac-
cepted domestically.

It is impossible for this study to completely resolve all these problems. However,
the study attempts to clarify the path to solve these problems. The structure of the book
is arranged as follows: firstly, discussion is made on the positioning of humanities and
social sciences and the necessity for the evaluation of humanities and social sciences
achievements. Following that will be illumination of theories, methods and basic ques-
tions of evaluation of humanities and social sciences achievements. Further discussion
will be conducted after that to focus on some deeper problems of evaluation of such
achievements, i. e. correlation with management, institution and notion innovation. Fi-
nally, at the practical level, the principle for the construction of evaluation indicator

system, operation guideline for evaluation procedure and specific evaluation cases will
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be given. The overall framework can be divided into two parts, i. e. theoretical analysis
of evaluation of research achievements in humanities and social sciences, and practical
consideration of evaluation system of research achievements in humanities and social sci-
ences. Part I consists of seven chapters: Chapter 1 defines the orientation and features
of humanities and social sciences; Chapter 2 describes the basic problems and evalua-
tion of humanities and social sciences; Chapter 3 states the theories and methods of
evaluation of achievements in humanities and social sciences; Chapter 4 shows the basic
problems in current evaluation of research achievements in humanities and social sci-
ences; Chapter 5 discusses the limitation and management innovation of the evaluation
of achievements in humanities and social sciences; Chapter 6 provides the institutional
analysis of the evaluation of achievements in humanities and social sciences; Chapter 7
discusses examination on the concept of the evaluation of research achievements in hu-
manities and social sciences. Part [l consists of three chapters: Chapter 8 discusses the
construction of evaluation indicator system: value selection and practical operation;
Chapter 9 discusses the application of evaluation procedure: justness and its achieve-
ment ; and Chapter 10 provides some cases on the evaluation of research competitiveness
of humanities and social sciences.

Based on analysis and summarization of the orientation and features of humanities
and social sciences research and exploration on the status, problems and experience of
evaluation of research achievements in humanities and social sciences, the book at-
tempts to develop a set of notions for evaluation of China’s humanities and social sci-
ences achievements that lives up to world standards, with Chinese characteristics and
practically feasible and effective. The book also aims to provide a set of approaches for
the selection of evaluation indicator system and essentials for grasping the evaluation

procedures which can be used as operational principles.
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