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Preface
The construction of a building needs to go through numerous processes. Even at the stage of
planning, an architect has to describe his idea through various means in order to be better
understood. Either through a few strokes of lines on the paper, or by colors to show the
complete and true body of the building, or use theories and academic words to describe it, or
simply use model to visualize the future building. In terms of message transmission from the
design to the completion of the building, these processes are but a noise, which can not
perfect the building. But, it is very necessary, especially the model. It transforms the idea to
actual artistic image, so that architect and others including the property owner can understand
and communicate even the ver}/ professional terminology.

Model is not just an expression of the design. It can be used by both architect and property
owner to study the shape, color, texture, material and detail. And thus to perfect the design.
Starting from Renaissance, model has become a part of conception in the process of designing.
It was used in designing the dome of the Florence Cathedral. When designing the in Rome,
Michelangelo even used a one-third-meter long model to illustrate to the pope the final
effect . When he was the chief designer for St. Peteris Cathedral, he made altogether 4 models
for the different stages of design. Models can be used to display and understand an image, but
also for the working purpose to judge the shadow and scaling relations. On a 1565 fresco in
Florence, ltaly, used the model to show his design of St. Lorenzo Cathedral to the Grand
| Duke ruler of Florence. The background was a cathedral under construction. The fresco
llustrates the use of model at that time. Today, the progress in technique of making models
has totally upgraded the traditional concept of model.

Sometimes, the model itself has become part of the designing. It is a wonderful tool to
express architect!s idea and plays an important role in the success of the design scheme.
During the examining of the designs competing for Shanghai Theatre in 1994, the winner has
impressed the judging panel by the way the model displayed, the material used, the lighting
and the position it being placed. On the contrary, there are also models that fail to reflect the
real level of an architect even the design is good, or fail to make the design understood, and
the conception expressed.

Todayfs technology has provided model powerful expressing abilities. The technique in making
models is ever complicated. It is no longer a simple manual work, nor a simple miniature of a
building. A model made by a high-level molder, precision equipment and professional material
can vividly illustrate the environment of the building and the conception of the architect.
Because model looks real and complete, it has become a piece of art loved by all.

Jianjing Company boasts many talented people, and has produced a lot of excellent model
pieces in recent years. In developing its business in various fields, it makes remarkable
contribution to Chinafs urban construction development. The leader of the company himself
is a talented architect and artist. His attention and understanding to the spirit of architecture
makes model the speaker of architectural art. The book is a summary of Jianjing Company. It
records its efforts in exploring new architectural expressions, and its recognition by the society,
its cooperation with architects. Meanwhile, the book is also a record of the development of
Chinafs urban construction in recent years. We wish Jianjing Company a greater success.

Zheng Shiling
Vice Board Chairman,Chinese Institute of Architecture
Board Chairman, Shanghai Institute of Architecture

Former Vice President of Tongji University
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