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00,000,000—40,000,000 years ago.

The Great Changes
to the World’s Roof-top
By Wu Fen-pei

Xizhang (Tibet) is a majestic and richly endowed place with
lofty mountains of various postures. But long long ago there was a
vast expanse of sea. It did not until the Himalaya’s orogenic
movement turn to be the highest plateau on the earth. Mencius,
(372288 B. C., the Chinese philosopher) once said. “When
Confucuis (351 —478 B. C. the Chinese educationist) at the top of
Eastern Mountains, he felt that the land of Lu state was small, so did
he feel the land under the Heaven while he was on the summit of
Mount Tai". Therefore one could well turn his nose at the world if he
can get to the world's roof-top — Mount Jo-mo Glang-ma, the most
magnificent peak where rivers run in all directions. It is not only the
source of many Asian rivers, but the centre of the wide and' misty
Chinese lakes as well. With multitudinous produce and abundant
natural resources, Xizhang covers 1.2 million sq.ms constituting one
eighth of China’s land mass, nearly as large as the total territories of
Germany and France. It s leading nationality, the Zhang (Tibetan)
is extraordinary. It has an indomitable character and an optimistic
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spirit. For thousands of years it lives in this land. struggling against
the hard conditionson stormy and highland brillantly resisting ail
aggressions. It has, with its industrousness and ingeniousness,
created a splended culture which has filled out a glorious page in the
history of civilization.

Although geographically isolated by great mountain barries,
Tibet's communication with the rest of the Chinese nationalities is
never cut off. In 7th century, the mighty regime addressed as
“Tufan" was founded in Noo Sa (Lhasa), the King Songtsan
Gambo (617 — 650 A. D.) accepted the title granted by the emperor
of the Tang Dynasty (618 —907 A. D.), and married pricess Wen
Chen. The marriage was well-known as *“‘the uncle and nephew
relationship™. Later another Tibetan Tsanpo Khri-de Tsu-tsan
married pricess Jin Cheng, adopted daughter of the Empéror Zhong
Zong. Both pricesses passed to Xizhang the skills of how to use
farming tools, to spin and weave yarn, to rusk rice, to make wine,
pottery and paper, and moreover architecture, metallurgy, medical
art. calendar, literature and music, On the other hand, the Lun
Weixian clan of Tibet distinguished itsell” on serving in the Tang
Dynasty (for five generations) and was entitled as the “Great
General™. According to the incomplete statistics, the Tang envoys
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were sent to Tibet sixty-six times. In contrast, the Tibetan came to
Chang’an (the capital of Tang) on one hundred and twenty-five
0CCassions.

In the early 13th century, Tibet was officially incorporated into
the Chinese administrative areas after the Mongolian’s full
development on military forces and the unification of the Central
Plain (comprising the middle and lower reaches of the Huanghe
River). Officials were sent there to take a census. A taxes and corvee
system was defined. Thus Tibet became the feul of the Yuan Dynasty
(1271 —1368 A. D.).

Tibet was constantly under the administration of the
centralized government throughout the Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644
A. D.). It was incumbent upon the Zhang nationalities to pay tribute
to the Ming Court.

In the Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911 A. D.), Tibet received more
administrations from the central government that dispatched
massive troops protecting Tibet from being repeatedly invaded.
driving out the Dsungars (a tribe [rom the Mongolian) and putting
down the rebellion in Tibetan temple. In 1727, the Chinese residents
Ambans were assigned to have jurisdiction over Tibetan internal
and foreign affairs. After the Dsungars’ two intrusions were beaten

back in 1788 and 1791, the government issued a proclamation
consisted of 29 items in order to build closer relations between the
central government and the local authority. Since then Tibet. like the
other administrative areas. should obey what the Qing ordered. In
spite of this. it still remained as a special region with special measures
of administration.

Today. being compatible with the strides of all Chinese peoples.
Tibet is forging ahead at a tremendous pace

These pictures selected could merely illustrate Tibet's past. And
a more beautiful future scene is bound to emerge before long.
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Mural PaintingS Showing Princess Wen Cheng Coming to Tibet
The Tibetan Minister Lutong tsan was dispatched by the King Songtsan

Gampo to Tang Dynasty requesting for a marriage between the King and a
princess of Tang  (1).
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__With extraordinary wit and talent Lufong tsan answered all the difficult
questions raised by the Tang Emperor and accomplished the mission (2).
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Princess Wen Cheng was on her way to Tibet (3)
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On the arrival of Princess Wen Cheng, a grand ceremony was held by King
Songtsan Gampo (4)
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Gold Seal and Gold Plate Engraved with Imperial Edicts
As a rule the Qing Government granted gold seals and plate diplomas to
successive generations of the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama.
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Portrait of Emperor Qian Long and Seat for the Longevity Tablet Dedicated to
Emperor Kang Xi
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Certificate of Ambans, the Chinese Residents in Tibet
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Gold Benba (Gold Urn)

The Central government of the Qing Dynasty decreed in 1729 that after the death
of Dalai Lama or Panchen L.ama, whenever there were more than one reincarnated
child to become living Buddhas like the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama, the names of
the children concerned were engraved on small iva ticks and put in the gold benbas
and one of the sticks was to be drawn under the supervision for the Resident Amban in
Tibet.  The holy child with his ndame drawn was the legitimate successor.
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Lhasa, a Wonderful Ancient City

By Chang Feng-xuan

Lhasa, the capital of the Tibetan Autonomous Region, located
in 29.6° north latitude 91.1° east longitude, and 3,658 metres above
sea level, is a world famous ancient city. It lies right on the north
bank of the Lhasa River, and is backed with mountains filled with
crystal clear air. As the sunshine time here lasts for 3,005 hours in a
year, Lhasa has won the name of “*Sunlight City™. Being a beautiful
gem of the Tibetan plateau, the city is ‘‘the holyland™ in the
Tibetans’ eyes.

Large areas of the Tibetan wasteland were first opened up by
the Spu-rgyal tribe in the IHo-Kha (south region) of mountains.
Generation after generalioLn . at about the turning of the sixth and
seventh. centuries, Tibet was welded into a single state. And the
“Tupo Regime™ was founded. Songtsan Gambo, a distinguish
national hero. was the first Tsanpo (king) who unified the land.
Later he transferred the capital from the Yarlung River valley in the
south to Lhasa, in the need: of reinforcing the political power, and
Lhasa became the central city eversince in politics, economics.

culture and communications. According to the historical records of

Han and Zhang (Tibet). the city was originally called ““Rasa”.
meaning A Resort of Goat™. ¥

Lhasa has experienced changes of wax and wane n its history.
In the middle of the nineth century. internal conflict broke out inside
the royal court, and the city was turned to be the battlefield for
ambitions scrambing for power and wealth. The conflict didn’t cease
until the advancing of the powerful slave uprising army (877 A. D.)
completely buried the slave ownership which had hindered the social
development. From then on. Lhasa was enveloped in the mist of
remote ages again with bronze bell on the neck of yak gingling before
dawn and sweet singing of maiden floating in the night air.

In the Song Dynasty, Buddhists of the Kadampa Sect erected
monastery and practised their doctrines at Rwasgreng in the north
of Lhasa . In the Yuan Dynasty the hereditary abbot (dpon-che) of
Sakya Sect acted on the orders of the Yuan Court established mail
stage in dbus-gtsang and took a census. At the end the Yuan and the
beginning of the Ming Dynasty. the King of Chen Hua Wang ol the
bKa’-rgyud-pa Sect sent officials to adminstrate the civil affairs. In
that hundreds of years, all the sects of Tibetan Buddhism were
spread far and wide, and finally a polity of the church and the state
was established, the city then became known as Lhasa, the
“God’s Land”.

From the late Tang, the Five-Dynasties, Song and Yuan up to
the early Ming Dynasty. Lhasa was considered as clean and sobering
place where the great saints and eminent monks of different sects
preaching the Buddhist doctrine,writing books and founding new
ordres. One of the great Iamas (monk) especially worth mentioning, is
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the founder of the dGelugs-pa Sect (the Yellow Sect), a devout and
erudite disciple of Sakyamuni called Tsongkhapa (1357 —1419).
Having a keen insight into matters, Tsangkhapa was determined to

reform the Sutras and Tantras. He chose Lhasa as the sacred

birthplace of the dGelug-pa Sect and consolidated the monastic
discipline in the fifteenth century. The Three Great dGelugs-pa
Monasteries and The Four Gling (four independant monateries)
were established in Lhasa with the rise of the dGelugs-pa Sect, and
thus brought a new life to the ancient city.

After the Tsongkhapa times, the third in the successions of his
disciples Sonam Gyatso (1543 —1588) received the title of Dalai
Lama from the Mongol chieftain Altan Khan in 1578. The Ming
emperor Shengtzong bestowed upon Sonam Gyatso the title of the
Dalai lama Vajradhara, in 1587. In the reign of the Fifth Dalai
Lama, Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso (1617 — 1682), Tibet was occpied
by the Mongol’s army under its chieftain Gushi Khan. He gave all
the revenue from U-Tsang to the Dalai lama and accepted the
government formed by the Depa (the chief administrator).

The Fifth Dalai Lama was an outstanding politician In 1653 the
Emperor Qing Shi-Zu conferred on him the grand title -of Dalai
Lama. The world-famous Potala Palace was rebuilt by the order of
the Fifth Dalai and under the general supervision of the Depa
Sangye Gyatso. The Palace is a mammoth piece of architecture built
in the tradition Tibetan style Thepalace at a height of thirteen stories
is the living quarters of successive Dalai Lama.
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The ancient city Lhasa had been twice trampled under the
invader’s feet. One was the occupation of the Oelots Mongol
Jungars. The Qing Dynasty sent large troops to Tibet and drove
out the invaders thoroughly. After that a cabinet (bKa’-gshags) of
four ministers (bKa’-blon) was formed in stead of the hereditary
wangs. Ambans, the chinese residants in Tibet were also sent by the
Qing Dynasty. 1904 the British colonial army invaded Tibet. The
result was the conclusion of the Lhasa Treaty which was signed at.
the point of the invader’s boyonet. The war led to the disunions
between the Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama and between the
Tibetan and Han, the runaways of Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama
respectively from their native land and brought to the Tibetan
people the indelible agony and scar.

After the founding of new China 1949, the presentatives of the
Central People’s Government and the Tibetan local government
held talks, and on May 23, 1951 signed the Agreement of the Central
People’s Government and the Local Government of Tibet on
Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet.

Today, the national policy of our Party and country is striking
root in the hearts of the people in Tibet. A thriving and properous
Lhasa has emerged with people bustling about, schools and factories
standing in great numbers. Here the Tibetan people show us their
happy future and express their good desire to build a united,
wealthy, civilized and socialist new Tibet.
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The Potala Palace

The Potala Palace, situated on the Red Hill in the northwest of Lhasa, was first
built in the seventh century and rebuilt in the seventeenth century. It is the largest
and the best preserved mass of ancient Tibetan architecture extent today.

1. AR EEN
A View of the Golden Roofs of the Potala Palace v
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Carved Pillars and Beams

There are lots of pillars and beams carved with consummate workmanship in a
unique style in the main halls and chapels in the Potala Palace.
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A Corner of the Palace Wall
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Sculptures of Various Kinds in the Potala Palace
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Drepung Monastery

Drepung Monastery was builtin 1416. It

is one of the three famous monasteries in
Lhasa
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An Image of Sakyamuni in Jokhang
Temple

When Princess Wen Chen came to Tibet,

it was recorded, she brought an image of

Sakyamuni in the royal carriage.
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A Prayer Gethering in the Sera
Monastery
The Sera Monastery was built in 1418. It
is also one of the three big monasteries in
Lhasa.
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A View of Jokhang Temple
The Jokhang Temple was built in the middle
of the seventh century. Tradition says that it
was designed by Princess Wen Chen.
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L.amas in the Temple
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The Dragon King Pool
It is an ideal place for people to go boating

5. AR E S FHMFR
Nor-bu Gling-ka, Summer Palace for Dalai

Lama.




