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UNIT ONE

Target of the Unit

¥ To get a glimpse of football game of men and women, the present and
the past

&% To practice reading skills
& To enlarge your vocabulary

2) DISCUSSION
What does World Cup mean to our life? Will Chinese men’s team emerge top 8, if not top

4 one day in the near future instead of disappointing us?
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Text A
Women’s Foothall Popularity on the Rise

By Jaskirt Dhaliwal

Warming—up Exercises

& When was it when the Chinese girls came into the limelight and won
acclaim from the world’s audience?

& Women of which country or countries are now the best football
players?




- First reading

Directions: Now please read the following passage as fast as you can and
summarize the main idea.

1 It comes as little surprise that football has now replaced netball as the most popular
female sport in England. When the FA took over the running of the women’s and girls’ game
in 1993, there were just 11,200 registered
players. Today that figure stands well over
100,000. Yet despite this rise, it still lags
behind countries such as the United States
where there are 7.8 million players.

2 For a country which claims the
beautiful game as its heritage, why is it
that the US women are more revered than

our own?

Sceptics or converts?

3 Under representation of women in
sport, and football, is by no means an
uncommon thing, you only have to look
at the back pages of any newspaper to

realise that, but after the success of Euro

2005, the times may be changing. Record
attendances, impressive form, good TV ratings and an array of talent, all proved to propel the
women’s game into the limelight for a short time.

4 But now the competition is well and truly over, the new season has begun and any
publicity gained has slowly fettered away. Only the dramatic plight of Birmingham City
Ladies caught the public eye, after they were saved from imminent collapse and financial ruin

in the 11th hour, proving miracles don’t just happen in Instanbul!

Women’s footy—good or bad?

5 However the effects are being felt, as Birmingham Ladies could no longer afford to hold




onto most of their top acquisitions, players like
Rachel Yankey and Alex Scott, which had previously
made them responsible for a quarter of England’s

Euro 2005 squad. But all is not doom and gloom.

Having managed to keep starlets Karen Carney and
recruit England keeper Jo Fletcher, the Blues are
aiming to stay in the National Premier Division and
build again.

Steve Shipway, Birmingham City Ladies FC’s
chairman since 2000, has seen the game grow

rapidly since he first became involved with the club.

“The women’s game internationally has increased

its profile with a lot more media coverage, a prime

example being the Euros this year. But I’ve seen a much greater transformation at Blues.
When I first started here there were only two teams, and now we have a centre of excellence
and four full teams from under 10’s and upwards, with the senior side competing in the
highest women’s football league.”

Although the quality and quantity of players are undoubtedly rising, the spectators are
unfortunately not. Steve commented, “Football has become the biggest female sport, ahead of
netball, hockey ,etc., and the game will continue to grow. However where it isn’t developing
is as a spectator game. Even though we (BCLFC) play in the highest division we’re still
only getting an average attendance of 60-70 people every match. The lack of media coverage
doesn’t help.”

Jenny Wilkes, Chairwoman of Wolverhampton Wanderers WFC, agreed. “The media
coverage is a problem. It’s a bit ‘chicken and egg’—we need to get big gates to get the interest
from the media, but we won’t attract the crowds if the media don’t cover the games. Wolves

Women’s average crowd is about 100-150—mainly friends and families of the players. It

doesn’t help that satellite TV is showing
games all Sunday afternoon and the local
newspaper doesn’t publicise the games.”

The progression of the women’s

game did see one team, Fulham, go f

professional for a season whilst under the

financial wing of its male counterparts. But as soon as that financial backing was taken away,

UMIT ONE
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they slipped into oblivion.

This summer nearly saw the same with BCLFC, who were expecting financial help from
the men’s side, but astonishingly BCLFC’s male counterparts couldn’t afford £75,000 (an
average players three month wages) to support the entire ladies team, because they believed it
wasn’t “commercially viable.” Well neither is Emile Heskey, yet £6.25 million was still spent
on him.

“I believe that one of the major problems in the game is the lack of support from the
men’s clubs. The most successful women’s clubs, eg: Arsenal, Charlton, Everton have
that support,” said Jenny. “Many other clubs are really struggling to survive. Many of the
men’s clubs are only interested in profits and don’t want to give anything back. I think the
FA should MAKE the men’s clubs take o ‘

;  oblivion 1 the condition or quality of bemg e
their female teams on board. They have  completely forgotten HIEEIE ] /8 om
s viable 50, capable of success or contmumg )

r f
made them run the girls’ Centres o oHectivensss: practicable AT | e
Excellence (for girls aged Under 10 to  gamer v to acquire or to deserve by one’ s‘ g
. . efforts or actions 318 : il
Under 16) but there are no requirements " euphoria 1 a feeling of great happiness or |
. s i . \
to help the senior teams.” i« Wellbeing = (S sl

If this is the case than by the time
the World Cup comes around in 2007 how much progression will be made? “If the FA doesn’t
do something soon, it will be in exactly the same position as it is now—with many teams
struggling to survive. The FA puts a lot of money and effort into the national side, but not into
supporting the teams which provide the players for the squad. We don’t want to see a repeat of
England’s poor performance at Euro 2005.”

Jenny Wilkes’ last comment rings very true, because although Euro 2005 gained lots of
publicity for the women’s game, it would have garnered a hell of a lot more if the England
team had progressed into the latter stages of the tournament. It was their chance to spark
national pride and euphoria, but instead they crumbled as is too often seen with the men’s
team. But with a fantastic grass roots development in place, hopefully England’s ladies won’t

be too far off from reaching better heights next time round.

(Words: 918)
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Directions: Read the text again more carefully to find enough
information for Exercises I, IT & III.

Excrclsu I True or False ; o
Directions: Please state whether the followmg statements are true or false (T/F)
according to what you 've found in the text.

1. Football is as popular as netball for girls in England.

2. The beautiful game refers to football for girls.

3. Not much attention has been paid to women’s football in England.

4. Because of the success in Euro 2005, women’s football in England came into the
limelight for a while.

5. People do not know the difficult situation Birmingham’s girl’s football team was in.

6. There are still chances for Birmingham Ladies to rise again.

7. Steve Shipway, Birmingham City Ladies FC’s chairman is confident of women’s
football as an international game.

8. Women’s football is a game that attracts large crowds of spectators.

9. Men’s football clubs have given a great deal of help to their women counterparts.
10. Women’s football did well at Euro 2005.

Dlrectwns Often you

around it. Please read the gzven sentence to see how each word/axpresszon in bold type

is used in the text. Then choose the answer that is closest in meaning to the bold-faced
word/expression.

1. When the FA took over the running of the women’s and girls’ game in 1993, there were
just 11,200 registered players.
A. on official list B. approved
C. recognized D. publicized

UNIT ONE
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. Under representation of women in sport, and football, is by no means an uncommon
thing, you only have to look at the back pages of any newspaper to realise that, but
after the success of Euro 2005, the times may be changing.

A. presence B. reproduction
C. the state of being represented D. participation

. Only the dramatic plight of Birmingham City Ladies caught the public eye, after
they were saved from imminent collapse and financial ruin in the 11th hour, proving
miracles don’t just happen in Instanbul!

A. belated B. impending
C. urgent D. emergent

. For a country which claims the beautiful game as its heritage, why is it that the US
women are more revered than our own?

A. women’s football B. girl’s football
C. spectators game D. football

. However the effects are being felt, as Birmingham Ladies could no longer afford to
hold onto most of their top acquisitions, players like Rachel Yankey and Alex Scott,
which had previously made them responsible for a quarter of England’s Euro 2005
squad.

A. scouts B. a small group
C. a military unit D. an athletic team

. The women’s game internationally has increased its profile with a lot more media

coverage, a prime example being the Euros this year.
A. exposure to public notice B. status
C. side view D. summery

. The progression of the women’s game did see one team, Fulham, go professional for a
season whilst under the financial wing of its male counterparts.
A. organization B. protection
C. section D. support

. It’s a bit “chicken and egg”—we need to get big gates to get the interest from the
media, but we won’t attract the crowds if the media don’t cover the games. This figure
is used to liken the relationship between

A. stadium and media B. crowds and media
C. games and media D. games and crowds

. I think the FA should MAKE the men’s clubs take their female teams on board
A. protect them B. be partners

C.help them D. accept them




10.But with a fantastic grass roots development in place, hopefully England’s ladies
won’t be too far off from reaching better heights next time round.
A. the local level B. basic

C. unimportant D. unofficial

Exercise Il Diséussion

Directions: Please discuss the following questions in pairs or groups.

1. Do you agree that the Birmingham ladies’ plight is typical of all other women’s
football teams?

2. What do you know about the present situation of China’s women football teams?

3. What means more to the football fans, the World Cup, the European Cup or the
Olympic Games?

Text B

T

L v ]
% st

By Bruce Crumley

W arming-up Exercises

&= What do you think are the causes for referee errors and such scandals
in sports?

&# Is it a good idea to have referees from every continent of the world in
sports? Will this guarantee impartiality?

* First reading

Directions: Now please read the following passage as fast as you can and
summarize the main idea.

A___. But while World Cup pressure seems to bring out some of the best field play,
so far, this year at least, the officials have seemed noticeably incompetent. “They’ve been
pretty bad,” says an official with one of the squads favored to win it all—and who prefers

not to make his team a target by identifying himself. “We haven’t suffered the really terrible
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