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Preface

On March 12, 2001, the world—famous Buddhist sacred relic, Bamiyan Buddha, which has
stood for 1 500 years, was completely destroyed by the Taliban authorities. This news became the
headlines in the newspapers, televisions, broadcast and websites all across the world in the spring
of 2001. Although people of conscience had made an urgent,repeated appeal for stopping such an
irrational act, the act did happen.

In retrospect of the two world wars and many regional conflicts during the past century, a
lot of world heritage of great historical and cultural significance or of natural value have been
deplorably destroyed. The destruction of Bamiyan Buddha is just one of the extraordinary cases
that have happened in recent years. Virtually, not only wars but also modern construction give
rise to the accelerated extinction of human heritage. Since the 1950s and 1960s, it has been
surprisingly discovered that much has been lost or forgotten, for instance, human kindness, needs
for intellectual life, and things of cultural, artistic, national or native values. Some wonderful
ideas or concepts embodied in these things have been ignored to a great extent. They have been
replaced by certain purely technical concepts or fashionable modern practice. People have now
begun to realize that the time has come for us to re—recognize and reaffirm the cultural
characteristics of all nations and all regions, protect the environment and the diversity of living
things so as to herald the rebirth of a new era with a charming and appealing living environment.
Under the initiative of UNESCO in 1972, the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage was signed by States Parties in a coordinated effort to protect the
common heritage of human beings. In 1985, China signed the Convention and has since then
persistently endeavored to make her national heritage be included on the list of the world
heritage. So far, there have been 28 world heritage properties from China, including 21 cultural
heritage properties, 3 natural heritage properties, and 4 mixed heritage properties.

The Chinese civilization has come down in one continuous line for 5 000 years. China enjoys
a vast territory, various ethnic groups, a unique culture with brilliant achievements, and
abundant resources of natural landscapes. Her cultural and natural heritage maintains a unique
and outstanding position in the world.

Among the properties included on the World Heritage List in the first batch, Palace Museum
in Beijing retains a noble reputation in the history of world culture. In his monumental work
Science -and Civilisation in China, Joseph Needham, a famous British scholar, commented: “We
have perceived a series of separated spaces which are interlinked--- The Chinese concepts are
profound and exceedingly complicated. In one composition there are hundreds of buildings and
the palaces themselves are just only an integral part of the entire city that is also linked with the
city walls and other buildings... The delicacy and variations of Chinese concepts are also injected
with mixed tastes.” He maintained that the grandeur Chinese buildings represented by Beijing
Palaces were the unparalleled integral designs of the world. Beijing Palaces once played a very
important role in the Eastern world. The “Citadel” in Hue, ancient capital of Nguyen Dynasty



of Vietnam, and Kyongbok Palace in Seoul, South Korea, were constructed under the influence
of the Beijing Palace.

Chinese gardens enjoy the equal noble position in the world. Suzhou gardens, Beijing’ s
Summer Palace and Chengde’s Summer Mountain Resort are the outstanding representatives of
the Chinese gardens which have been listed on the World Heritage List. In the Tang and Song
Dynasties, Chinese gardens were introduced into Japan so that they exerted a direct influence on
Japanese gardens; and in the 17th century, they had been introduced into Europe where they
caused a great sensation throughout Britain, France and other countries and were crowned as the
Mother of Gardens. In 1685, about European geometric gardens which emphasized the rule of
symmetry, William Temple, a British scholar,wrote this way: “There can be another kind of
garden that is totally irregular and superbly beautiful. However, they could only be located in
areas with very good natural conditions and also a soaring imagination and profound judgement
of a great nation are needed in the artificial decoration of the garden.”He admitted that he heard
of the gardens from those once inhabiting in China. The Chinese created spectacular images with
their rich imagination instead of employing superficial rules or the other means to arrange all
parts. The Chinese gardens were appreciated and praised in the European countries and then
imitated first in England, then France and many other countries. They would even also build
some China—like pagodas, pavilions, towers and even Confucian temples. But soon the Europeans
found how difficult it was to construct a genuine Chinese garden. The former British Royal
Architect General,Mr. Chambers said: the Chinese had unparalleled talents in garden planning;
and the interests and sentiment they demonstrated in this way had always remained the desired
abilities for the British. Designing a Chinese garden requires highly remarkable artistic talents
and would be impossible for common people. In China, constructing gardens is an occupation that
demands extensive knowledge. There are few who can be perfect in this field.

As we look around, we can see that the ancient cities, which exhibit the features of our
ancestors’ conception of layout, are unique; the altars and temples, which reflect the philosophy
of the correlation between man and nature, are harmonious; the Buddhist monasteries, pagodas,
Taoist temples, and the grottos, which have relationship with the religious ideal, are full of arts
and wisdom; the mausoleums, which inspire the ancestors with the memory of the old and recall
of the environmental conception, are pensive; the houses and villages, which smell a fragrant
scent of local romance of each ethnic group and each locality, are emanational; the sites of ancient
cultural relics, which record the development of human history, are marvelous; and the manifold
landscape, which features the ruggedness of the north, the beautifulness of the south, the
majesticalness of the west and the nobleness of the northeast, are of great cultural and natural
heritage value. As China is a large country with a long history, various ethnic groups, splendid
culture and outstanding achievements, I am convinced that China is the country that should have
the maximum amount of properties to be included on the World Heritage List and can at least
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account for 1/6 or 1/5 of the total number of World Heritage sites.

But the fact is not quite as we expect. By now there have been totally 721 properties in 124
States Parties which the World Heritage Committee has inscribed on the World Heritage List.
The mumber of the World Heritage Sites from China ranks third, but accounts for only 1/25 of
the total.

For that some objective causes can be cited, but the ultimate cause lies in our notion. When
the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage was adopted
in Paris in 1972, our precious heritage was, however, suffering “the Cultural Revolution” ,
treated unfairly as the token of the “feudalism, capitalism and revisionism” . Even when we
became a State Party of the Convention 13 years after, we still did not have much awareness
about our heritage.

For example, Beijing, a 3 000—year—old city with a history of more than 800 years as the
capital of the Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynarties and the People’s Republic of China
respectively, was once the most eligible candidate for its world cultural heritage. In 1951, my
mentor Liang Sicheng wrote in his Beijing—Matchless Masterpiece of City Planning . Beijing
possesses the most cultural and historic constructions in China (probably in the whole world);
and the whole construction system of Beijing has been kept as the most intact, traditional,
vigorous, special and precious masterpiece. The contemporary British Edmond Bacon also commented
in his City Design.: Beijing was perhaps the greatest man—made project on earth, and it was
designed for the emperor’s residence, intending to become the center of the world; and its design
was so glorious and outstanding that it was still an inspiration for today’ s city design. Fifty
years after that, however, Beijing failed to be included on the list of the world heritage as Cairo,
Rome and Paris; and because each property is given only one chance of application for the world
heritage, Beijing probably has lost the eligibility forever. For today’s Beijing has not yet been
in accordance with the core provision, “the authenticity and integrity of heritage”, defined by
the Convention for the world heritage.

With a history of more than 2 500 years and the unchanged city location, Suzhou has been
renowned as “Oriental Venice”. However, it has missed the title of “the world heritage”. The
reason is that in recent years the city has been cut into halves in the middle by a modern broad
road to facilitate its transportation. This, however, has broken the ancient city structure and
damaged the outlook of the water city.

Our tardy cognition has resulted in the unintentional destruction of so many precious
heritage sites during the past several decades of reconstruction. According to the standard of the
Convention, no more cities in China above municipal level are eligible, although China was once
among the first countries that paid attention to the city planning and possessed their own features
in the world. As early as the 11th century B.C., when Luoyi, the capital city of the Western
Zhou Dynasty, was constructed by two noblemen, Zhou Gong and Shao Gong, they drew the



master plan of the city, which was the earliest city planning sketch in China and the world as
a whole. The book, Kao Gong Ji (Artificers Record), compiled towards the end of the Spring
and Autumn Period in the 5th century B.C., described the fine design and construction of the
city, as well as the orderliness and cultural features. Although Luoyi was all gone long, long ago,
we still can perceive its influence on Beijing and Suzhou.

Luckily, two other ancient Chinese towns have been included on the World Heritage List:
Ping Yao in Shanxi Province and Lijiang in Yunnan Province. Accidentally, perhaps, the former
is a small town from the beginning of its setup, and the latter is located in a remote and secluded
place. So they have escaped the “modernization” .

Of course, we should carry out the modernization drive. We should not stop further
development in order to “preserve the authenticity and integrity of heritage” . It is absolutely
wrong to think that preservation and development are contradictory. Not all historic relics should
be preserved, of course. Our country’s policy is to “preserve important historic relics”, that is,
to preserve the most important and worthy historic relics after authoritative evaluation. If the
development of some historic cultural areas are contradictory to modernization construction, we
should make a deliberative analysis and avoid modernization construction in these areas if
necessary. Paris and Rome are both cities with a very long history. I have been there and find
that their ancient urban areas are all well and strictly preserved. Paris and Rome have developed
modern cities near their ancient cities, known as Defence and New Rome respectively. Now Ping
Yao and Lijiang in China have also done the same, keeping preservation and development in good
balance. It should be denounced to destroy historic relics arbitrarily under the pretext of
development.

According to the State Cultural Relics Bureau, the situation of preservation of historic and
cultural relics in China is very grave, Ancient space features and cultural environments of many
historic cultural relics and famous historic cultural towns and cities have been destroyed. In the
modernization of cities and towns, more and more cities have been becoming more and more
similar in appearance, and such a single pattern is replacing ethnical cultural features of cities
with historic towns, historic streets and ancient buildings as their symbols.

Fortunately, however, the overall trend of development and preservation is still full of
promise. Of course, the application for “the World Heritage” (WH) undoubtedly has promoted
the preservation of cultural relics greatly.

For instance, the application of Mount Qingcheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System for
“the World Heritage” urged the local government and people to protect the environment by
taking the following measures: all farmers and residents in core scenic areas were resettled;
buildings out of tune with their natural environment and scenery were removed; buildings not
relevant to historic relics in the main and auxiliary parts of the Dujiangyan Project and in their
surroundings were moved away; all exposed electric wires on the main streets were laid
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underground; and any mining activities near the scenic zone were prohibited. They made a great
sacrifice: invest 200 million RMB yuan in less than 5 months to dismantle 280 000m? buildings;
move out, dismantle or close 61 manufacturing, mining and commercial units, 1 school and 1 097
households. They also did other work involved. All these have provided a strong guarantee for
Mount Qingcheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System to be successfully included on the World
Heritage List.

In order to apply for the WH, the local government in the area of Wuyi Mountains has
invested more than 100 million RMB yuan to dismantle various buildings that were harmful to
the mountain scenery. In order to put the Summer Mountain Resort on the list of the World
Heritage, Chengde City has also dismantled more than 10 000 new buildings. As we know,
Zhouzhuang, an ancient town in the Jiangnan region (the canal—laced lower reaches of the
Yangtze River) has been actively preparing to apply for the World Heritage together with Tongli
and Wuzhen in the name of “Water Towns in Jiangnan” . Recently, Zhouzhuang stopped
constructing a road passing through the town. Such a decision has gained good comments from
the society.

Such sacrifices, on the other hand, seem too great. But the Convention has very strict criteria
for “the authenticity and integrity” . It was said that there is an ancient watercourse built in
Spain in the 1% century, which was highly regarded as the world heritage; however, its
application for the WH was discredited just because a small section of the watercourse originally
built with stones had later been changed to a concrete work. Once the application of a cultural
relic for the WH is successful, it will gain huge invisible assets at once, and its status will increase
greatly. Just from an economic point of view, it is worthy to apply for the WH. For example,
after the ancient Ping Yao entered the list of WH, its annual tourist income has increased up to
1 million RMB yuan from 180 000 RMB yuan. What% more, more cultural relics entering the
WH list can produce incalculable value in increasing the cultural and moral quality of our nation.

Therefore, we still need to make more efforts and create better conditions to get more items
of our cultural relics to enter the World Heritage List every year, and finally achieve our goal
of making China a country with the maximum items of cultural relics included on the World
Heritage List.

According to the provision of the Convention, the title of “the World Heritage”’awarded to
a cultural relic of a state party is not lifelong. The United Nations will frequently inspect the
cultural relics in the WH list. If a cultural relic fails to pass such an inspection, it will be placed
onto the list of “World Heritage in Danger” and the title will even be canceled. This will bring
a shame to the state patry. For instance,the United States and Cambodia were given a serious
warning for their insufficient preservation of the Yellowstone National Park and Angkor Wat
respectively.

Therefore, new problems will arise with the successful application for the WH, established



