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The Author’s Preface

This collection of essays is built up on Modern City Architecture
& Existentialism , the graduation thesis by Qu Dan’er , who would
not have carried it through since it occupied quite some of her study
time as a senior majoring in painting in the Central Academy of Fine
Arts.

The work on the end of this book coincided with the happening
of the 29th Olympic Games in Beijing, where China captured the
greatest share of gold medals. In the eyes of peoples coming from all
the parts of the world, China tends to be viewed more as an integrate
part of the globe than as within its own territory. Actually, in the

course of the prize-awarding ceremony, the great Chinese athletes,
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shedding tears as nationalists, were looking up beyond its boundary.

Confucius, who never talked of devils and heaven since he was
not a metaphysician, taught people how to behave and act, whereas
Zhuangzi, another philosopher Master, who sowed 2000 years ago the
seed for the frontiers of philosophy in the 20th century, taught people
how to think. So people on the way invariably pause to think for
themselves a little while before going ahead, which is a
recommendable practice.

It is strange that we should be too cautious to tell of the eternity
of values but are completely at ease with arts in change. We don’t
write this book to look back but to look ahead, but readers like to
connect somewhere old things with new things. Actually whether they
appreciate or challenge it, they can tell why. In either situation, they

are throwing their interested and frank eyes.

Qu Dan’er , Qu Zhenhai
Oct. 2008
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