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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF WUHAN

Wuhan is called Han for short, and this
central megacity in the hinderland of China
got its repute of “ (Yangtze)River City”
thanks to the lines of Li Bai, the great poet of
the Tang Dynasty, that read: “ Playing the
Jjade flute in the Yellow Crane Tower, and the
plum blossoms falling in the fifth month in
the (Yangtze) River City ”
As the provincial capital of Hubei Province,
Wubhan is located in the eastern part of the
fertile Jiang-Han Plain in the place where the
world third largest river Yangtze River meets
its largest tributary Hanjiang River. serving
as the “ heart” of China's economic
geography and having been known as the
“Thoroughfare to Nine Provinces” ever since. At the end of
East Han Dynasty, the traditional city proper of Wuhan had
been formed with Wuchang. Hankou and Hanyang standing
as the three legs of a tripod with rivers partitioning in-
between, collectively called as the Triple Town of Wuhan.
And now the city has developed into thirteen districts and two
development parks with a total area over 8,000 km® and a
population above 8,000.000.
Due to its developed waterway transportation
and abundant products and resources, Wuhan
has ever been a place contested by all
strategists. As early as in the period of the
Three Kingdoms, there were ancient cities of
Xiakou and Queyue built here. Later. this
military center transformed into a regional
political and commercial center. By the Tang
Dynasty, Wuchang had become a well-known
commercial port and in the Ming-Qing period.,
Hankou ranked first among the “ Four
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Famous Towns” in China, thus giving Wuhan
a unique advantage and special quality of
multi-element culture integration. In 1911,
the Revolution of 1911 started its first
shooting in Wucang. which overthrew the
feudal monarchy that lasted for over two
thousand years in China, and built up the
humanistic spirit of pioneer of the Wuhan
people. In 1986. the City of Wuhan was listed
among the second batch of the national
historical and cultural cities with the approval
of the State Council.

Wuhan has a long history with rich cultural
accumulation, which can date back to the
Panlong City in the early Shang Dynasty some
3,500 years ago, and later became the birthplace of Chu
culutre, Han opera, Chu opera, Hubei dagu (versified story
clling with the accompaniment of a small drum and other
instruments), acrobatics, Han gong and Han embroidery have
also endowed rich cultural characteristics to Wuhan. In
contemporary history, Wuhan experienced Hankou's
becoming treaty trading port in 1861, which brought into not
only the aggression of the capital imperialism
but also the opportunity of opening up to the
outside world. Later Zhang Zhidong
administrated Hubei and leaded to the early
modernization and industrial and commercial
prosperity of Wuhan, and Wuhan thus
renowned as the “Oriental Chicago” . On this
land of Wuhan, there have been formed the
commercial-port culture, wharf culture, 1911
Revolution birthplace culture, red culture. etc.
and also under specific geographical
conditions, the flood-fighting culture,



lifen(neighborhood-sharing) architectural
culture, (breakfast) culture,
cool-enjoying culture and so on.

Wuhan has also nurtured multiple talents
from dynasty to dynasty. As early as in the
Xia Dynasty some 4,000 years ago, Da Yu,
the chief of the tribes in Xia came into the
region of Wuhan: during the Warring States
period, Qu Yuan, the ancient great patriot
had been to Tortoise Hill and East Lake on
his travel and recited poems around the
lakes here; Zhong Zigqi, the major character
of the story of Meeting Bosom Friend When
Playing Lute was just born in Caidian;
during the period of the Three Kingdoms,
Sun Quan the King of State Wu built the City of Xiakou in
Wuchang: during the Tang and Song dynasties, Li Bai, Cui
Hao, Lu You and other poets all have their recitations and
inscriptions concerning Wuhan: and Yue Fei the famous
patriotic general made brilliant achievements in the war
against Jin troops in Wuchang. A great number of modern and
contemporary statesmen, thinkers, writers, revolutionaries
and scientists such as Sun Yatsen, Huang Xing, Mao Zedong,
Dong Biwu, Li Xiannian, Xiang Jingyu and Zhan Tianyou, Li
Siguang, Wen Yiduo, ete. all had their activities once in
Wuhan. With its institutions of higher learning as well as
scientific research institutes standing in great numbers,
Wuhan has become the scientific, cultural and educational
center in the region of Central China.
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Reputed as “ A City of One Hundred
Lakes” , Wuhan has a water area accounting
for 1/4 of its total state-owned land area.
ranking first among all the largest cities
across the country. Inside the city, there is a
rich and colorful tourism resource with
historic sites and scenic spots scattered,
totally 339 historic sites and scenic spots,
103 revolutionary memorial places and 189
key cultural relic units under the state,
provincial and city-level protection. Among
them, the famous Yellow Crane Tower has
been listed as the State Grade-5A Scenic Spot.
And the East Lake with an water area of
33km’ ranked first among downtown lakes
over the country. There are also other famous historic sites
and scenic spots such as Guiyuan Buddhist Temple, Ancient
Lute Terrace, Qingchuan Pavilion, Hankou Riverfront,
Concession District and Mulan Hill.

Under the guidance of the idea of constructing a “resource
conservation and environment friendly society” , Wuhan
carries out further excavating and protecting its historical &
cultural famous city resources, to innovate protective
mechanism, perfect protective work and strengthen
protective force, so as to more effectively take over and carry
forward the excellent historical culture tradition and
profound humanistic accumulation, finally to push this
historical and cultural famous city of Wuhan from China to
the world.
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ARROW TOWER OVER DESHENGMEN
By an alternative name of Baoxiang Pagoda, it is also
named White Pagoda because it is in white color.
Originally, it was atop the Huanghu Crag, and was
resettled in 1955 when the Yangtze Bridge at Wuhan was
being built. Later it was moved to right ahead of the
Yellow Crane Tower, being the most ancient building
preserved in the former address of the Yellow Crane

Tower
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YELLOW CRANE
TOWER
SA national-level scenic spots,
Standing atop Snake Hill of
Wuchang. it enjoys the reputation
of “ No. 1 Tower Amidst the
Rivers and Mountains Under
Heaven” First built in the second
year of Huangwu Period of
Kingdom Wu of the Three
Kingdoms (223), it was destroyed
and rebuilt repeatedly, but is still a
world renowned tourist interest,
being jointly called the Three
Famous Towers South of Yangtze
River together with Yueyang
Tower in Hunan and Tengwang

Tower in Jiangxi
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HONGSHAN PAGODA
Towering atop the north side of the hill of
Hongshan Baotong Temple in Wuchang, it was
first built in the seventeenth year in the Zhiyuan
Period, and is a wood-imitating structure
pavilion-like brick-stone pagoda with a height
of 44.1m. It was rebuilt in the Tongzhi Period of
the Qing Dynasty, and the highest landmark
type cast copper roof top makes it all the more

lofty and distinguished.
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BAOTONG TEMPLE
It is sited at No. 549 Wuluo Road. Wuchang. At the time of the Southern Dynasties
peried, Liu Songshi built the “ast Hill Temple” here. In the carly Tang Dynasty Lord
Eguo(Hubei) Yuchi Jingde renamed it “ Amitabha Monastery™ In the veuars of the
Duanping Period of the Southern Song Dynasty. the Song Imperial Court bestowed the
name of * Chongning (Peace Worshiping) Longevity Monastery™ and in the tw enty -
first year of the Chenghua Period of the Ming Dynasty (1879). Emperor Nianzong
bestowed the name of “ Baotong Buddhist Monastery™ by edict. The buildings
existing now were mostly rebuilt from the fourth year of the Tongzhi Period (1805 to

the fifth year of the Guangxu Period of the Qing Dynasty (1879)
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CHANGCHUN TAOIST TEMPLE
Situated outside the Grand East Gate of
Wuchang. it was first built in the Yuan Dynasty.
named in memory of Qiu Chuji the Changchun
Perfected Taoist. The building was destroyed
during the Xianfeng Period. and it was rebuilt
in the second year in the Tongzhi Period of the
Qing Dynasty. After 1931 . the building were
arranged in three lines against the hill from
south to north. and ascended tier upon tier to
be in extremely Hubei Taoist architectural
feature with such artistic styles of
magnificence. clegance. solemn-ness and
artistry. Now it has become the most integrally
preserved Taoist architectural complex in the

region of Wuhan
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