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Introduction to Britain, the United
States, and Some Major English-
speaking Countries

1. An Introduction to Britain

Britain is officially named the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ( F A%
ARt % /R 22 Bk& £ E). Britain is situated in Western Europe and is separated from the
European continent by the North Sea, the Strait of Dover and the English Channel. It is rather
small, having a total area of 244,019 square kilometers. It consists of Scotland, Wales, England
and Northern Ireland. Scotland is in the north of Great Britain. It has three natural zones: the
highlands in the north; the central lowlands; the south uplands. Wales is in the west of Great
Britain. England is in the south of Great Britain. It is the largest, most populous section.
Northern Ireland is the fourth region of the UK. Britain has such important rivers as the Thames,
the Severn, the Mersey, the Humber, the Clyde and the Forth.

e R TRAM P B S E . BRATIEE (I 22 22 BUR L) VBR2ER
RACERA L/ NH R, FRALHE 25 BB R Mk 3 75 ) g gk 5 RACUH KRt AH B, TET ARG 24.4
T ABR(EENMKE) , Frhig 22 Hib 13.04 TP B, 7422 7.88 T AHE,
BURT:2.08 TETAHALEIR21.36 TFHAE,

1.1 Geographical Features ( HiFH4%1E)
Geographical position of Britain( 3t B/ &) .

The British Isles are situated in the northwest of Europe. They are cut from the continent by
the English Channel. On the north and the east the Isles face the North sea and on the West they
the Atlantic ocean. The north and west of Britain are mainly highlands; and the east and southeast
are mostly lowlands. The prime meridian of 0° just passes through the old observatory at
Greenwich.

HE RN E, TR PEILER . SCE R PEARFIALES R 2R i , AR AR B 8 &2
ERARH,

Climate (%) :

As the prevailing southwesterly winds are warmed by the Gulf Stream and made moist by the
Atlantic Ocean, Britain has a temperate, maritime climate, which is damp and warm all the year
round. It has a steady reliable rainfall throughout the whole year. The British Isles as a whole have
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an average rainfall of over 1,020 millimeters, while England has about 860 millimeters. Once
London was notorious for its fogs, but since 1956 when a Clean Air Act was passed by Parliament,
the visibility is much better than before. British climate is also famous for its changeability.

REGEER IR RR. RELSFNTHMEKEBLET 1,020 226, TR B EKE
R 860 2k, REP AREHRAE 550 Bk, BE_HE=ABITHR, tAERFE—A&K
AR
Rivers and Lakes( i 7 5#18) .

Severn River( ZE3C) is the longest river in the UK (354 km).

Thames River( F&H#E 178 )is the second largest and the most important river (338 km).

The Mersey River (Z2P47A]) flows between Lancashire and Cheshire into the Irish Sea (110 km).

The Humber River( Z {7 ) in Humberside is also navigable for large ships to Hull.

The Clyde and Forth( 53 MAERT ) are the most important rivers in Scotland.

The Largest lake in the British Isles is the square Lake Neagh( Y% ) in Northern Ireland
and covers an area of some 396 square kilometers. The largest lake in England is Lake
Windermere ( JRIEZ/RIH) .

The Pennines( #F T Ll k) is the backbone of England, extending south from the Scottish
border to Derbyshire.

Ben Nevis (2% J2 4E347111 ) of the Grampian Mountains in Scotland is the highest mountain in
Britain (1,343 m).

Snowdonia( #if 22 JE W) is the highest mountain in Wales (1,085 m), and the second
largest one in Britain.

Natural Resources( FSR% ) :
The main natural resources in Britain are coal, petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, limestone,

clay, shale, chalk and tin. Coal and petroleum are the most important.

1.2 The People( A1)

Population Distribution( A [14345) :

The total population of Britain is over 57 million, which consists of the English (80% ), the
Welsh (5% ), the Scots (10% ), and the Irish (3%—4% ). More than three quarters of the
population are living in cities and towns. The major languages spoken in Britain are English,
Gaelic and Welsh. English is the official language. The ancestors of the English are Anglo-
Saxons, and the Scots, Welsh and Irish are Celts.

FEMADLS5,700 77, HH 75% AR EERE . BINES AHE, S8 2 ARH %
REHRE—RELRA, KM =B EIURBARES

Britain is a Christian country. Over half of the citizens embrace Christian religion, either
Protestantism or Catholism. The Church of England is the established church of the English
nation. The King or Queen is the head of the Church and is crowned by the Archbishop of
Canterbury in Westminster Abbey.

EEE-MEMEBEHNER,
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Part I Introduction to Britain, the United States, and Some Major English-speaking Countries ¢

The Welsh are emotional, cheerful people, proud of their past. The Scots are hardworking,,
serious-minded , economical and also hospitable, generous and friendly.

BURE NS EE ke i E 2 A B T MG 22 A E B U T A TR B R
& RIT Ao
Differences between Nations( RIEEZER):

Both in Wales and Scotland there are strong demands for more recognition of their pational
distinctions through the system of government. Scotland has a separate educational system, a
separate legal system and distinct local administration. Northern Ireland has its own Parliament. It
is tormented by the differences between Protestants who are strongly attached to England and
Scotland and the big Catholic minority whose sentimental links are with the Irish Republic.

BRI 22 AER R FIER B HIEEE
Principal Cities( 3ZIR) :

London, the capital of both England and the UK, has a population of about 7 million.
Greater London was created in 1965. The southern part of the West End is the city of
Westminster, the political center of the country, where are located the Buckingham Palace; the
Palace of Westminster; White Hall; No. 10 Downing Street and Hyde park.

Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland. The capital of Wales is Cardiff. The capital of Northern
Ireland is Belfast. Birmingham is the second largest city in Britain. Glasgow is the largest city in
Scotland, which leads the whole country in shipbuilding. Liverpool is one of the largest ports.
Manchester is one of the oldest city in Britain. Charles Dickens’ novel Hard Times is set in the

19th century Manchester.

RIS AT B ER E T It JURMESE FlTE SR

Exercises ( 25:>)) :

1. The most populous section of Britain is

a. Scotland b. England c. Wales d. Northern Ireland

2. The longest river in Britain is
a. the Clyde River b. the Tyne River
c. the Severn River d. the Thames River

3. Which city is the capital of Scotland?
a. Edinburgh b. Glasgow c. Cardiff d. Belfast
4. The highest peak in Great Britain is

a. Ben Nevis b. Cross Fell ¢. Snowdon d. the Pennines
5. The largest lake of the UK is in -

a. England b. Scotland c. Wales d. Northern Ireland
6. When was Britain conquered by the Romans?

a.42 A.D. b.43 A.D. c.44 A.D. d.45 A.D.
7. Which one is the largest port in Britain?

a. Liverpool b. Hull c. London d. Glasgow



\:%: ABELARAR - AL Joit A ik

8. Which city leads the whole country in shipbuilding?

a. Glasgow b. London ¢. Liverpool d. Edinburgh
9. Who are not the offspring of Celis?
a. English b. Welsh ¢. Scots d. Irish
10. A large part of Wales is
a. coal field b. cotton field c. forest d. pasture
11. The Lake District is a well-known in Britain.
a. a big lake b. university town
c. tourist attraction d. industrial district
12. Britain has a population of million and of the population is urban.
a.57, 90% b.57, 80% c. 60, 80% d. 60, 90%
13. The words can be used to describe the characteristics of the Scots.
a. emotional and silent b. thrifty, romantic

c. thrifty ,cautious and hospitable d. sheepish and good shepherds
14. Scotland still differs from England in the following respects except

a. educational system b. legal system
¢. banknotes d. nationality
15. Most people in Northern Ireland are
a. Catholics b. Presbyterians
c. Protestants d. Nonconformists

Answers and More Detailed Information ( 2% & %) .

Lb g ZMFRAFIEMEE, 2UH PR AOREH 4L,

FE SO R S I B K TR I (354 km)

T TG T, AR DL RER 95 2 SRR o

AR HET I R E MR (1,343 m),

B RR E B R, A T E R 2%, EmAR N 396 5 0 B,

TG 43 B 5 HE T AN,

¢ RFRFEEBEKRKHEN,

FEXE MY b, MR RF A 2 .

ca BERE 2 AR R B E LR A, i =T R IUREARNER .

e N Y L N

Lake District i PP ILHFH, BRE FHHFLZ—

BHEA 5,700 5 AD,90% M AN EAELEIRT

IR 22 N B N T S R BB  ROT A S

TG O MSISIE HE BURES TR RTER. SR, BENRREEN—
o

KRG ZIR 22 ARG, MBRESHMAOHES SR EHNEEE.

oa P Do

— e e = D 00 N N MR WN
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1.3 History: Early Man and the Feudal Society ( i 3% E A J B8 % B i #asr)

3000 B. C. Iberians began to migrate to the British Isles.

700 B. C. Celts began to migrate to the British Isles in three main waves.

55 & 54 B. C. Britain was twice invaded by Romans.

43 A.D. Britain was conquered by Romans.

410 A. D. the end of Roman Britainl

449 A.D. the migration and settlement of Anglo-Saxons

597 A.D. the arrival of the Christian mission under Augustine

787 A.D. the beginning of the Danish Invasion of Britain

878 A. D. A peace treaty was signed between the Danes and Alfred, by which Danelaw
was defined.

1017-1042 England was ruled by Danish kings.

1066 Norman Conquest

1086 Domesday Book (a record of each man’s property) was made.

1087 William | died.

1100 William [l was killed.

1106 Henry seized Normandy.

1135-1154 War between Matilda and Stephen

1154 the establishment of the House of Plantagenet ( Henry II )

1215 King John was forced to sign the Great Charter.

1265 All Estates Parliament was summoned.

1295 “Model Parliament” was summoned.

Romans influences on Britain ( % &5 A% @i + H #1520 ) :

In the end the Romans left behind themselves only three things of value; Welsh Christianity,
the Roman roads and cities, especially London.
Basis of Modern English Race: the Anglo-Saxons( S{{ 3 B A6l . i E& s A) -

In the middle of the 5th century three Teutonic groups, Angles, Saxons and Jutes, began to
migrate from the region of Denmark and the low countries and settled in Britain. They set up many
small kingdoms throughout the country. At one time there were seven kingdoms, which were called
Heptarchy in history. Augustine was remarkably successful in converting the king and the nobility
to Christianity. By the end of 7th century all England had been Christianized. The Anglo-Saxons
also laid the foundations of agricultural, political administration system for the English state.

7E 5 e H, =X HE2MBJEARKMLIAL, 18 TREEH, I ERE AIREK
HEH ., FBRERCEER AR YEEBERWIERITT T2,
King Alfred and His Contributions( 3 /K 38 572 E T FIth i 518k ) -

Alfred was a king of Wessex. He defeated the Danes and reached a friendly agreement with
them in 878. He converted some leading Danes into Christians. He is known as “ the father of

5 >
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British navy”. He also established schools and formulated a legal system. His writings and
translations have been called the beginning of prose literature in England. All this earns him the
title “Alfred the Great”. ‘

ORI EMEEITR T A S M1 878 F83T T AHF . iERKERES
Lo BN T #BAREMES,

‘Norman Conquest( i S 1FR) :

On 28th September, 1066, William of Normandy crossed the Channel with a formidable
army, killed Harold and defeated the English army at the battle of Hastings on October 14, 1066.
The Conquest of England was not complete until 1071. After Norman Conquest, feudalism was
established in England.

1066 4=, AT T B EEBGGR TR E, 2 )5, EEE L EE R E.

Great Charter ( KEE) .

In 1215, King John was forced to sign the Great Charter. The Great Charter covered a wide
field of law and feudal rights. It is traditionally regarded as the basis of English liberties. It was a
statement of the feudal and legal relationships between the crown and the barons, a guarantee of
the freedom of the church and a limitation of the powers of the king.

REZRAHET 1215 FEHBEREES NWES TEITH, AEEWH HEE T &
. REZEMETHEMAF,RIETHEHER,

Exercises( £:>] ) :
1. Who introduced Christianity into Britain?
a. the Celts b. the Viking Danes
c. the Romans d. the French
2.1In 1066, who led the Norman army in invading and defeating England?
a. William the Conqueror b. Julius Caesar
c. Alfred the Great d. Claudius
3. Who were the ancestors of the English and the founders of England?
a. the Romans b. the Anglo-Saxons
c. the Normans d. the Danes

4. The first known settlers of Britain were the
a. Iberians b. Celts
¢. Romans d. Anglo-Saxons

5.In 878 A.D., a peace treaty was signed between

a. the Romans and Britain b. the Danes and Britain
¢. the Normans and Britain d. the French and Britain
6. Under , the feudal system in England was completely established.
a. King Alfred b. Henry I
c. Edward 1 d. William the Conqueror

7. The great king of Wessex who fought against the invasion of the Danes in the 9th century was
< 6
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known as .
a. the Pilgrim b. Alfred the Great
c. William the Conqueror d. King of Picts
8. Great Charter was in the interests of .
a. the King b. the barons
c. the feudal lords d. the commons
9. Who called “ All Estates Parliament” in 12652
a. King John b. Alfred the Great
c. Henry d. Simon De Montfort
10. Who is known as “ the father of British navy” ?
a. William the Conqueror b. Alfred the Great
c. Henry II d. Edward

11. Which of the following tribes first came to Britain?

a. Anglos b. Saxons c. Jutes d. Teutons
12. The Domesday Book included all the following points except

a. all land and property of then England

b. the rights of landowners

c. the duty of every court

d. the power of the king
13. Who was the last of the true Norman kings?

a. Henry | b. Henry II c. Henry Il d. King John
14. When has all England been Christianized?

a. by the end of 5th century b. by the end of 6th century

c. by the end of 7th century d. by the end of 8th century

15. Who has contributed a lot to the country’s judicial system?
a. Henry [ b. Henry Il c. Henry 1 d. Richard |

Answers and More Detailed Information ( &% 2 i¥##) .

e ZHAXNPIBMGRKAINESE, MITAEE ANk T8,

2.a 1066 4F 9 f] 28 H , BiHEH S PABIE SE 5 Fll e, 3T T35 %,

3.b fESHLHH, =X HHEEWEARIEE: Angles, Saxons and Jutes, England and
English T Anglo-Saxons,

4.2 AFIEIHE S B F 1 E FE & R Iberian, KA7E/A TCHT 3,000 4E Z A ICHT 2,000 452
] o

5.b  FEAIT 878 4, R EME EITIR T A1 A SH0717E 878 44T T KGN,

6.d WHWRAEMRSG , HEEH EEEER

7.b ZURBEREEEFTMT FHEEAF S MATE 878 54T T A, R EEHR I “ XL
REBEERE”,

8.c RIEERZET EEMF,FRIET HEMEEREE A hFSH
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9.d Simon De Montfort(F§%2) 7E 1265 4F HIF T Kl 2 , 5 LAT P44 1+, KB4 W 44 17
B JERBARBINS , 43R B F B
10.b  RURIMERMEEELE S 2 AR P e, M £ EEEBEZR,
“1l.c HFERIG 449 4E  Hengist R4 T Y Jutes ¥4 LB ATE E I BLALAR 75480, HABLER

% EHE

12.d  #£ 1086 4F William 54 H3K T 45 Domesday Book{F B # H|4), WAMIE Y
B HI BT A - M RO 7= b 3 RO B AR RO /AT o

13.a Henry | BEBJ5—EIEEEHLE,

14. ¢ 200597, RBIRE AT T 23848 22, fE S W AR B 2, iy THEIE% s, 2
77 LR, A RS = N BRI, 217 737 4, 8 L 8O e gl

15.b R T HEXRE B A B R R, AR S T IREI A IR, 51 HE T RS A )
B HEST T E

1.4 History: Decline of Feudalism and the Bourgeois Revolution ( =} # & B 9 9% L% ™~

W 4% i)

1337-1453 the Hundred Years’ War

1348-1350 Black Death

1381 Wat Tyler’s Uprising

1455-1485 Wars of the Roses

1660—-1688 the Bourgeois Revolution

1485—-1603 the House of Tudor

1533 The church began its own journey.

1553 “Bloody Mary” re-established Catholicism in England.

1558 Elizabeth ascended the throne.

1588 The English fleet defeated the Spanish Armada.

1625 Charles | came to the throne.

1640 “Short Parliament” was summoned.

1640-1653 the “Long parliament”

1642-1646 the first civil war

1648 the second civil war

1649 Charles [ was beheaded.

1649-1660 the Commonwealth ( Cromwell)

1660 the Restoration of the Stuart ( Charles II )

1688 the “Glorious Revolution” ( William of Orange)

The Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453) ( @604 ) .

Edward launched a war against French in 1337 for the French crown. The war was feudal

war, also a trade war. The English were driven out of France. The war accelerated the breakdown

of feudal society.

HAREE 1337 4R 2 1453 3L Z A 1 — G BT st 88 19 60, i BEA ST E N R b
ARFNR, B REAGEH TR, XSRS meE T EEHER L,
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Black Death( BFE5%) ;

The Black Death was a deadly bubonic plague that struck Europe in the middle of the 14th
century and reached England in the summer of 1348. This hastened the breakdown of the manorial
system in England. The parliamentary statutes of 1351 and 1361 ( Statutes of Laborers) introduced
cruel punishments for those whose refused to work. A general hatred was aroused against the
ministers, lawyers and landlords.

RICIRR—FIFATER , 76 14 HLEE S0 T ER, 1348 4E 1 REESHEE , S50 E A O
Blko MILEETF, LR R IR I,

Wat Tyler’s Uprising ( 2§t %) :

In the summer of 1381 the peasants led by Wat Tyler rose in southeast England. Their chief
demand was that all villeins should be set free. Though the uprising had failed, it dealt a telling
blow to villeinage and paved the way to the development of capitalism.

1381 F BLR  FERBMER T, - RIE L EEERE TR R, REHNIEHEE,E
BYGE TR ST T H 8RR, M YA = R B T .

Wars of the Roses (1455-1485) ( BB S .

The name referred to the battles between the House of Lancaster, symbolized by the red rose,
and the House of York, symbolized by the white rose. In nature the war was a struggle between
the commercial-minded gentry in the South and the backward feudal landowners in the North and
West. The war ended in 1485 with the succession of Henry Tudor as Henry VI, and put the
country under the rule of the House of Tudor.

BB TR LAZL BB O ZRAIE B =2 JF J07 4 5 0 0 LA F B8OB o R4 1) 440 30 5% IR =2 1) 0 4K
Fro 1485 4F TR RIKIN T H] - FEEBUS T R, MILEE ST 7 #34% £33,

English Renaissance( 3L E ) .

It was under the Tudors that the Renaissance spread into England. It was a cultural movement
by progressive thinkers who represented the interests of the rising bourgeoisie and worked for
freedom and enlightenment. They were called “Humanists”. The greatest English humanist was
Sir Thomas More who wrote “ Utopia” in 1516. The greatest dramatist of the age was William
Shakespeare.
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Glorious Revolution( J:7E#4y)

In 1688, the bourgeoisie staged a bloodless coup d’ etat and put William of Orange on the
throne and formed an alliance with the landowners. This was the “ Glorious Revolution”. Since
then constitutional monarchy has become the system of government in England.
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Exercises( Z:) :
1. In 1588 the English fleet defeated the Armada and established its supremacy over the

sea.
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a. [talian b. Spanish c. Portuguese d. French

2. Which war had little effect on ordinary people but gave a death blow to feudalism?
a. The English Civil War b. the Wars of Roses
c. the Hundred Years’ War d. World War I

3. Who was the first “Prince of Wales” ?
a. Henry Il b. Edward | c. Edward Il d. Edward I

4. The Parliament became a regular agency of the government under .
a. Henry Tl b. Edward 1 c. Edward II d. Edward Il

5. What was the chief demand of the peasants during Tyler’s Rising of 13817
a. to punish the lawyers b. to raise the wages
c. to free villains d. to reform the Church

6. The Hundred Years’ War between England and France was caused by
a. colonial expansions b. racial struggles
c. territorial and economic disputes d. religious reasons

7. What caused a terrible shortage of labor in England at the end of 14th century?

a. The Hundred Years’ War b. The Wars of Roses
c. Peasant Uprising d. Black Death
8. The 1381 peasant uprising in England was led by
a. Wat Tyler b. John Wyclif
c. John Hall d. Simon De Monfort
9. The Tudor monarchy was founded by
a. Henry Il b. Henry VI c. Elizabeth 1 d. William
10. England and Scotland were officially united into Great Britain by of 1707.
a. the Great Charter b. the Bill of Right
c. the Act of Union . d. the Bill of Supremacy
11. The age of constitutional monarchy began with the accession of to the throne.
a. William and Mary b. James
c. Charles d. Oliver Cromwell

12. The two parties whose names were originated with the Glorious Revolution were
a. the Labor and the Conservative b. the Socialist and the Liberty
c. the Democrats and the Republicans d. the Whigs and the Tories

13. The Tudor family ruled England from to .
a. 1480, 1603 b. 1485,1603 c. 1485,1605 d. 1480,1603

14. Who wrote “Utopia” in 15167

a. Edmund Spenser b. Philip Sidney
¢. Thomas More d. William Shakespeare
15. Cromwell was proclaimed by an instrument of Government in 1653.
a. General Commander b. the Supreme Ruler
c. Petty Tyrant of England d. Lord Protector
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