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“Normal Nation” as a Perspective for

Studying Japan’s Policy towards China
in the Post-Cold War Era
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Abstract

Japan pursued the goal of becoming a “normal nation” shortly after the end
of the Second World War. However, it was not until the early 1990s that
Japan finally found the international environment conducive to realizing its
aspiration. By way of enacting changes to its domestic laws governing the
role of the Self-defense Forces (SDF), Japan has succeeded in having SDF
operations outside Japan an accepted reality. This is the key indicator of
Japan’s gaining the kind of normalcy in international politics as had been
mapped out by Ozawa Ichiro.

In line with Japan’s major change in its overall diplomatic orientation, there
have been adjustments in Japan’s relations with China in all fields, including
politics, economics, and the maintenance of a regional order. Chinese observers
of Japanese politics tend to perceive a shift towards the “right wing”. Recent
calls for adopting a “new thinking” in understanding Sino-Japanese relation
reflects a continuing search for appropriate analytical perspectives.

This article argues for placing the study of post-Cold War Japan’s policy
towards China as a part of Japan’s pursuit of normalcy regarding its role in
international politics. Such an approach implies that issues in bilateral ties
between China and Japan should be scrutinized in the relevant context of
international political and economic dynamics. This article argues that it
would be more productive when Chinese scholars try to find a common
platform for dialogue with their Japanese counterparts, and to locate effective
means for strengthening Sino-Japanese ties in agreed areas as well as
contributing to peace in the Asia-Pacific region and the entire world.
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Japan’s policy towards China, “new thinking”, “normal nation”, research
perspective, “right-wing”
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