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Unit 1 People, Families and Environment

Intensive Reading

Deng Xiaoping’s Century

1 was on my way to work when I first heard the news from an American
friend: Deng Xiaoping had died the night before, Wednesday, February 19,
at the age of ninety-three. Mr. Deng was very old; and yet, the news of his
death still came as a surprise to me. As I continued on to my office, I looked
around this street 1 had walked a thousand times before, in this busy com-
mercial district, the skyscrapers continued to stand tall, the streets bustled
as busily as usual with morning rush-hour traffic, and Chinese hurried to
work and school like they did most other days.

Deng Xiaoping’s life essentially spanned the entire twentieth century, coin-
ciding exactly with the most eventful and dramatic period in China’s long history.
Mr. Deng was born at a time when an emperor ruled China; when he died, news
of his passing appeared immediately on the Internet. In the intervening ninety-three
years, without doubt, the most striking contribution to China’s development was
his far-sighted policy of “reform and opening up. ”

Today, the Chinese economy is stronger than it has ever been mainly be-
cause of the policies from 1979. And owing in large measure to Mr. Deng to
improving the living standard of hundreds of millions of ordinary Chinese citi-
zens, most Chinese families now enjoy a level of health, well-being, security

and material comfort unimaginable to their parents, China is more stable to-
1



day because of Mr. Deng’s lasting achievements.

As an American, I am especially grateful to Deng Xiaoping for the indis-
pensable role he played in rebuilding the traditional bonds of friendship be-
tween the peoples of China and the United States. In particular, Mr. Deng’s
visit to the United States in 1979 left a deep and very positive impression on
the American people. During his journey across America, Mr. Deng dis-
played a remarkable ability to “connect” with people from all backgrounds.
To millions of Americans, Deng Xiaoping’s familiar smiling face instantly be-
came the face of China. Many Americans are saddened by Deng Xiaoping’s
loss because they admired his patriotism, perseverance, and personality.

At my office now, I look out the window and think about Deng Xiao-
ping’s historic accomplishments. This is his legacy: the skyscrapers continue
to stand, the streets bustle busily, and people go on with their lives feeling

confident in their future,
New Words & Expressions

New Words
1. century ['sentfori| n. 42, H4E

2. commercial [ kema:fal] a. BV 4

3. district ['distrikt] n. #1X , X 5

4. skyscraper ['skaiskreipa] n. B Rk

5. bustle ['basl] v. &84T

6. rush-hour ['rafaus] a. EUEHIN, I FHERTERH

7. essentially [isenfoli] ad. A<FF I ,%4A& |

8. span [spaen] v. HE#k,PERE

9. entire [in'taia] a. B

10. coincide [ kouin'said] v. —& ;154

11. exactly [igzaektli] ad. B Hs , 5 Hy

12. eventful [iventful] a. ZFEK, LR ; A FLEY

13. dramatic [dromeetik] a. REIPERY, A FEH
2



14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.
24.
. standard ['steended] n. #RH#E
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37,
38.
39.
40.
41,
42.
43,

emperor [‘empere] n. 2% ,.BE

rule [rul] v. HiH, ¥

immediately [imiidiatli] ad. SEBEJ, Sk
intervene [intovin | v. T, T

striking ['straikin] a. S ZFH . HAH
contribution [ kontribju:fon] n. ZE#Ek, FT8k
far-sighted [ farsaitid] a. & W # . T
policy ['polisi] n. BUK

reform [rifom] v. & n. HE

economy [ikonemi] n. &%

measure ['me3o] n. ;R T

ordinary ['o:denri] u. WK, LAY

citizen ['sitizon] n. AR, TR

well-being [\ welbiiin] n. {2 .EH

security [ sikjueriti] n. %4

material [ motiarial] n. i, ¥ '
unimaginable [animaedsinsbl] a. ARA] B IH , % LIEBRHY
stable ['steibl] a. FAEHN . FI2K

lasting [lastin] a. FREERY, FFAW

achievement [ otfi;vment | n. GBL, Th &R

especially Lispefsli] ad . 45, JLH

grateful ['greitful] a. BRI HY . BBHHH

indispensable [indi'spensabl] a. A7A] &R/ 4 A AT 2 i B
rebuild [ rithild] v. E#E,EH

traditional [ trodifenal] a. &% HY . 1R 5 A9

bond [bond] n. BE&S, 44

friendship [frendfip] n. KiH

particular [ patikjule] a. $FERHY .45 HI B

positive ['pozitiv] a. FRIRAY . B EH



44, impression [im'prefon | n. EI4

45. journey ['dsami] n. Jg#E

46. display [displei] vt . JB/R, f/R

47. remarkable [ rimakobl] a. BEEN ., SR FE B
48. background ['bzkgraund] n. HFH

49, familiar [ fomilia] . KB

50. instantly ['instontli] ad. 378

51. sadden ['seedon] v . {F3ER,IEH

52, patriotism [‘peetriotizom | n. & E F X, 2 E¥
53, perseverance | pasivierens] n. R AW. HiT A1
54. personality | paissneeliti] n. ¥, AW

55. historic [historik ] . HHEE XA

56. accomplishment [ akamplifmant] n. B{EL

57. legacy ['legosi] n. B*

58. confident [konfidont] «. ﬁ%lbﬂﬁ

Expressions

1. look around F}4bF$& .,

2. as busily as usual BfEH —FEHD T IR
without doubt 2 JG&E[q]

owing to HF.H - Z %K

in large measure TEfR KBEH |

in particular JLH

oy N A~ W

Translation of the Text
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