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Forward to the Second Edition

This revised edition follows the U. K. and the U. S. well into the twenty-first
century. Authors and experts have updated all information, and some chapters have been
thoroughly revised so that readers can picture the current condition of these two nations.
The United States, particularly, changed significantly after 2001, and this book will help
readers see the effect of these changes.

We regret the death of June Almes, whose deep commitment to Sino-American
friendship helped to bring together the many scholars and experts who wrote the book.
She also contributed as editor and expert. Fortunately, she lived long enough to revise her
sections and to see the completed revisions for this work. May the scholarship and the
friendships both flourish.



Preface

Yang Zhizhong

A Survey of the United Kingdom and the United States of America is a collection of
articles written by American, British and Chinese professors in the related fields. It covers
many topics including philosophy, history, geography, politics, economy, education,
culture and society. While the information is authentic and up-to-date, the language,
being tailored to the needs of learners of English, is easy to read, and even to remember.
At the end of each chapter, there are questions offered for reflection or discussion, and
notes provided for better understanding. When reading the chapters, learners can not only
gain knowledge but improve their English proficiency.

I was privileged to be the first reader of the manuscripts, and in the course of reading
them, I found myself benefiting from it. Therefore, I recommend without slightest
hesitation or reservation this collection to lovers of English, learners of English and all

those who wish to know more about the USA and Great Britain.



Foreword

The purpose of this survey of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the United States of America is to provide an overview of the geography,
history, government, economy, sociology, culture and education of the two countries, as
well as of the philosophical traditions that have shaped much of western thought,
including that of the United Kingdom and the United States.

The textbook is designed to assist people studying the English language, people
studying British or American literature and culture, people planning to study in or travel
to the United Kingdom or the United States, or people planning to work with British or
American people.

This book is the result of a unique Sino-British-American cooperative effort.
Professor Zhou Shulin at Nanjing University as well as Professors C. W. Pollard and June
Almes at Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania were chief editors on the Chinese and
American sides.

Each chapter was either written by or reviewed by a specialist in the field and contains
up-to-date, factual material. Each chapter was written in standard English, using the
vocabulary of the appropriate academic field.

Professors June Almes and C. W. Pollard wrote the philosophy chapter. Shen Peixin
from Changsha University of Science and Technology wrote the UK geography chapter,
and US geography chapter in consultation with Professor John Way of Lock Haven
University. Judy Ochs, M. Ed. of the South Middleton School District and C. W. Pollard
wrote the UK history chapter; Prof. Lawrence T. Farley of Lock Haven University
described the UK and US Governments. Prof. Steven D. Soderlund of St. Olaf College
wrote the British economy chapter, and Gillian Masemore, ex-London newspaper staff,
and C. W. Pollard wrote the chapters on British culture and education. Zhou Shulin wrote
the American history chapter. Prof. Philip Sprunger of Lycoming College wrote the
chapter on the US economy. Professors Judy Brink and Renuka Biswas, both of Lock
Haven University, wrote the chapters on US culture and society. Prof. Almes wrote the
American education chapter.

We would like to extend our hearty thanks to Yang Zhizhong, President, College
English Teaching and Research Association of China, Professor of Nanjing University,
for writing the preface of the book and for his great concern and valuable advice about the
writing and publishing of the book. Special thanks go to Xiao Li, Zhang Yiyun and Sang
Xiaoli of Nanjing University for making notes for the book, and Shawn Smith for her

editorial suggestions.
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