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Foreword

Eighty years ago, founding father, Professor W. Y. Chun, a world-renowned botanist with his broad erudition and remarkable long vision,
established the Institute of Agriculture and Forestry affiliated with Sun Yat-Sen University in Guangzhou — the predecessor of today’s South China
Botanical Garden (SCBG). Professor Chun then continued his lifetime long efforts in studying and documenting of flora of southern China, a region
with remarkably rich plant diversity. The Institute soon became one of the only two most important botanical organizations in China, the other one
being Botany Department of the Peiping (now Beijing)-based Fan Memorial Institute of Biology in northern China, headed by another distinguished
Chinese botanist, Professor H. H. Hu. This basic southern—northern framework of botanical research institutional infrastructure in China has even
remained till the present. In this event of our celebrating SCBG’s 80th anniversary, our Garden founder, Professor W. Y. Chun, and many other
forerunners should be forever memorized for their great contributions to the founding and development of SCBG!

Soon after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Institute of Agriculture and Forestry of Sun Yat-sen University changed its
affiliation, became part of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and was named the South China Institute of Botany (former of SCBG), which
was an important event for the then newly established Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Institute began a new era of the development. Since
then, and particularly since 1978 when our country adopted an “opening-up” policy, SCBG has greatly progressed in all aspects with gratitude
to the guidance and support from our government leaders at different levels and from our sister institutions, as well as on the tremendous efforts
made indefatigably by several generations of our staff members. Today, SCBG has become a comprehensive research institution, covering almost
all the important fields in plant science, including plant taxonomy and biogeography, anatomy, plant ecology, physiology, chemistry, genetics and
breeding, molecular biology, conservation biology, and landscaping and horticulture. At the same time, the Garden has also made great achievements
in capacity building, scientific research, international cooperation, academic exchanges, scientist personnel expanding and upgrading as well as
innovative cultural construction, demonstrated remarkable economic and social effects. SCBG is also playing an ever increasing role in the global
community of botanical gardens.

All that we have achieved has now become history; we should not console us with our past splendid achievements. We should have more
focus on the present and look forward to the great opportunities and challenges of the future. National revitalization and rising power of Chinese
economic-social development will ultimately bring a great number of unprecedented opportunities for our Garden’s further development, and will
also situate us a higher demand and challenging task in front. While being fully confident in a brilliant future, we should also be clearly conscious of
potentially unpredictable difficulties and adverse situations. It is my great confident that all SCBG staff members will always be ready to maintain our
Garden’s valued heritage of continuous improvement and pioneering spirit, and are unswervingly fulfilling their duties to meet the demands of our
country’s economic-social development by aiming at the world frontiers of plant science. We should provide solid scientific and strong technological
underpinnings for future rise of our country’s bio-industry and bio-economy, and for the national goal of ecological civilization as well, with our
strategy of subtropical southern China based, southeastern Asia and other regions of similar latitude worldwide incorporated for conservation and
sustainability of national and regional strategic plant resources and eco-environments.

This book illustrated with many photographs taken at different periods is intended to highlight the history of SCBG from a perspective of
development. Hopefully, its publication would greatly help to refresh our memories and increase our understanding of those important and invaluable
historical episodes in the 80-year development and of the remarkable accomplishments made by our forerunners. This book should promote our
Garden’s scientific, cultural values and spiritual treasures which would greatly inspire us on striving for the next 80 years. At the occasion of marking
the 80 years’ anniversary of SCBG, I am honored to have written the foreword for this book and am happy to see its publication.

Professor, Huang Hongwen
Director of South China Botanical Garden
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Chapter One
Care and concern from government leaders
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Our government leaders at various
levels have always been deeply concerned
about the construction and development of
SCGB and have provided their great support
in different ways. From 1959 to now, many
important leaders of our country, including
Tao Zhu, Zhu De, Guo Mo-Ruo, Xu Xiang-
Qian, Dong Bi-Wu, Ye Jian-Ying, He Long,
Nie Rong-Zhen, Lu Yong-Xiang, Li Chang-
Chun, Zhang De-Jiang, Zhou Guang-Zhao,
Song Ping, Zhu Rong-Ji, Qian Qi-Chen, Li
Lan-Qing, and Wang Yang, have inspected
SCBG and given invaluable direction on
the work of the Garden. The concern from
these leaders has greatly encouraged all the
scientific workers of the Garden in their
pursuit of innovative scientific research and
has promoted the sustained development of
SCBG.
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