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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF JILIN

Located in the central east part of lilin
Province, the City of Jilin is the second
largest city of the Province of Jilin, and is the
whole country's only city with the same
name as its province; being also a State-level
historical and cultural city of fame. In Jilin
City, there live 35 nationalities of Han, Man.
Korean, Hui, Mongolian, ete, which amount
to 4.5 million people in total; the city
territory covers an area of 27.120km’, while
the city proper has an area of 3,636km”.
One of the pre-history culture source-lands
and important birthplaces of Man nationality,
Jilin City cemented the Xituanshan Hill
Culture, Fuyu Culture, Koguryo Culture, Bohai Culture as
well as unique national charm in its combination, and
structured the distinct features of the multi-element,
compatible and open-up nature. As early as in the Paleolithic
Age some 60,000 years ago, there were people fishing,
hunting, farming as well as multiplying and living on this
tract of fertile land. In the Zhou and Qin period, there were
Sushen People, the ancestors of the Man nationality,
inhabited the place here; starting from the
early Western Han Dynasty, there sprang up in
succession the local political powers of Fuyu,
Koguryo and Bohai kingdoms that belonged
to national minorities and were under the
Jjurisdiction of the central political power. The
Fuyu Kingdom in the early Western Han
Dynasty is just the start of the city
construction of the City of Jilin. In the Ming-
Qing years, there were shipyards set up in
Jilin, and the place thus was called
“ Chuanchang (Shipyard)” . A city was

AU 5 b Cagh i it 001
Twin Human
Horse Copper Ornament
(Bohai Period)

A fo B (@10)

Twin Carp Copper Mirror
(Jin Dynasty)

constructed in the twelfth year under the
reign of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty
(1673), and a general administrative office
was set up in the fifteenth year under the
reign of Emperor Kangxi (1676),
Chuanchang began to be called “ Jilin
Wula” from then on. which in Manchurian
language means a city along a river. In his
thirteenth reign year (1674) Emperor Kangxi
of the Qing Dynasty paid his eastward
inspection tour to Jilin and, after inspecting
the navy barracks, composed a poem which is
called Song 1o Going Boating on the Songhua
River. Because in the poem there is a line that
reads Continuously lined boats are stationed by the
(Songhua) River City” | so the City of Jilin got the name of
“River City in North China” . With an important position of
“ meeting Changbai Mountains from afar, having
Songhua River surrounding around, occupying strategic spot
of three provinces and serving as the screen for the two
country capitals” . lilin became the then political. economic
and cultural center as well as a water-and-land strategic
fortress and an important spot in military
operations.

With an excellent natural environment, Jilin
City belongs to the temperate-zone
continental monsoon climate, with neither
scorching heat in summer nor severe cold in
winter. Its summer average atmospheric
temperature is 20.9°C  of a pleasant cool
weather, being a good resort for getting away
from hot summer. Its snow period is long in
winter, and the snow quality is of good
conditions, offering one of the four major

its



natural spectacles of Chinabeing the
homeland of rime.

Jilin has an elegant river. three tiers of green
lakes and four wonderful hills. The favor of
Mother Nature endowed lilin City with
special graceful bearing and glamour, the
Songhua River, surging in all four seasons
round, presents an “S” shape to traverse
the city proper, and the winding river water
with hills surrounding it is lined by the
famous urban ecological corridors that are
composed of a hundred-1i “clear waters and
green belts” along the river. All the natural
and humanist landscapes such as the “Jilin
Meteorite” the king of world stone
meteorites, the Asia top-grade North Grand Lake Skiing
Ground, the State key scenic and historic site of Songhua
Lake, the Northeast China largest Han-Wei period tomb
group of Mao'er Hill graveyard, the Jilin Province largest
temple group of Beishan temple group, the ruins of the
Koguryo Ancient City, the Ancient City of Wula. the
Ashihada Inscriptions on Precipices left from the Ming
Dynasty, the Jilin Confucius Temple and the Gothic style
Catholic Church are of tremendous charm and enjoys
reputation at home and abroad.

1] Legend

LA R Al B (e dR)
Seal of the Pacification
Commission of
Liaodong Intendancy
(Yuan Dynasty)

Jilin is reputed as the second homeland of
Beijing Opera, Niu Zihou the magnate
businessman of Jilin once founded our
country's earliest Beijing Opera school of
“Xi (Fu) Liancheng” Troupe, and fostered
a large group of Beijing Opera masters and
performance artists such as Mei Lanfang,
Zhou Xinfang, Ma Lianliang and so on, to
make great contributions to the carrying
forward and development of the Beijing
Opera cause of China. Jilin City also has
abundant and colorful folklore cultures of
floating river lanterns, yangko dance,
embroidery, paper-cut, traditional Jilin
cuisine, full and formal banquet combining
Manchurian and Chinese delicacies, ete which are of strong
local characteristic features.

Jilin City is a charm city of China, and an excellent tourism
city and State garden city of China. With its distinct
landscape sight features, unsophisticated national and folk
flavor and strong historical origin and cultural accumulation,
Jilin City was the first to be selected into the rank of “being
most worthy to be recommended to the world” by CCTV,
and is also reputed as a charm city in North China to be most
suitable for dwelling in.
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CONFUCIUS TEMPLE OF JILIN
Sited on the Wenmiao (Confucius Temple) alley, Changyi
District, it was first built in the first year under the reign of
Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty (1736). and was
reconstructed in 1907 on the present address. The Jilin Confucius
Temple and the Qufu Confucius Temple, Nanjing Confucius
Temple and Beijing Confucius Temple are jointly called the four
major Confucius Temples across the country; it was constructed in
the period when our classical architecture become mature, so it
preserves the cream of our country's classical architecture to
certain extent, to reflect the superb technical art and architectural
level of the construction craftsmen at that time, being an ancient

building group perfectly preserved and hard to come by.

4 Je 4

Coiling Dragon Stone

3



i

& o (v 32 oy =

L

Portrait of Confucius
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ANCIENT MONASTERY OF GUANYIN

Located at the southern end of the Kunming Street of Chuanying District, it
was first built in the thirty-fire year under the reign of Emperor Qianlong of
the Qing Dynasty (1770), and was renovated in 1938 by Buddhist Master
Rulian, being the center of Buddhist activities in Jilin city, and having
certaininfluence in the Buddhist Circle in Northeast China, Hong Kong and

other places



