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Freshman Orientation Day Address

Reading

A, Listening and speaking: Freshman orientation

Listening Script

Prof. Rice: Come in, please.

James; Good morning, Professor Rice,

Prof. Rice; Morning, James, What can I do for you?

James, I have a problem, Professor Rice, You know, I like sports a lot. And when 1 was in
high school, T spent a lot of time every day playing baskethall, soccer and volleyball,
However, I've been here a month and I haven’t been able to find any sports facilities on
campus, It’s very disappointing.

Prof, Rice; James, I can understand thai, You see, this is a new campus, A lot of facilities are
still under construction. But don't worry, before you know it, everything will be
ready for you.

James; The other problem I have is T can’t find any sports clubs on campus,

Prof. Rice: Isn’t that even hetter? You can start one vourself, It will be a good opportunity for vou
to practice your organizational skills and talents, Other students will thank you for it,

James; Right. Great idea! Thanks a lot, Professor Rice. You've been a great help. Ok, hye
now,

Prof. Rice: Bye. Good luck with your club,

“Freshman Orientation Day Address” is delivered on September 2, 2001 for the Class of 2005
by Lawrence H, Summers, 27th president of Harvard University, Being a college freshman can be
tough at the beginning, for both freshmen and their parents. This speech will, to a certain extent,
be a guide to help the freshmen to become prepared for the most exciting time in their lives and lay
the foundation of great college career.

As the freshmen leave their parents and homes to live in a new world different from their
previous one, they arc sure to feel confused and worried, apart from being excited. President
Summers first speaks of the freshmen as “remarkable,” having “great potential,” to give them a
1



strong sense of confidence. Then he tells about Harvard, making it clear that the most important
about this university is to develop new and original ideas and thoughts. To help the students to
achieve this ultimate goal, he offers three pieces of advice; to pursue their curiosity in their study,
to seek help from their teachers in the pursuit, and to enrich their experiences in the community,
focusing on ideas, As for the parents of freshmen, President Summers suggests a new relationship
between parent and child be established; “Students call often, parents call back, ”

Although this speech is addressed to the students of Harvard only, what Dr, Summers says can
be applied to college freshmen in general. Students should first be self-confident, then they should
have a clear idea about the college or university they are in so that they can make the most out of it,
Still, students should always keep in touch with their parents and families. Maybe in doing S0, can
freshmen start college on the right foot, ' .

In studying this text, students should be guided to pay attention to the style of speech writing,
which differs from essay writing. A speech must hold the audience’s attention with fewer words but
more energy and clearer thoughts, Besides, the reader can go back and re-read, but the listener
cannot do-that. So a speech has more repetitions of important information than a written text. The
rhetorical devices of repetition and parallelism can thus be frequently found in the speech.

A careful reading of the text can help us {ind that this speech writing possesses some key
features of a speech and thus gives us a clear understanding of its organization and development,

13 Clear introduction that invites the audience to listen {paras. 1-3)
2) Well-organized body that clearly indicates transitions and the relationship of each point to the
main idea of the speech (paras. 4-17)

3) Clear conclusion that leaves the audience satisfied (para, 18}

1. I have been here since July enjoying an indoor crientation program of my own, not precisely the
same as the orientation that you have,.,. (para, 1)
orientation: basic information or training that is given to people starting a new job or course

%, They give their new employees a one-day orientation session,

2. Every one of you has stood out, and every one of you has great potential. (para.4)
Each of you has been important and outstanding, and each of you has the necessary qualities to
be successful in the future,
stand out:
1) to he very noticeable
%, Spelling mistakes always stand out to me.
2) to be much better than or much more important than other things of the same kind

& Many people were involved in this secret plan, but three stand out,



3. When I was called on to respond to my appointment as President of Harvard, 1 found myself saying
how exhilarated 1 was, but also, that 1 was a bit daunted to be here, And so are we all, given
Harvard’s history, (para. 6)
given; If vou say given something, you mean taking that thing into consideration,

% Given the uncertainty over his future, [ was left with little other choice.

% This may seem an odd view to take, given that I am strongly in favor of the agreement.
called on/upon .
1) If you eall on somebody to do something, you say publicly that you want them to do it.

& Frequently he was called on to resolve conflicts.
2) If you call on someonc, you pay them a short visit.

% Sophia was intending to call on Miss Kitts,

4. Everyone here belongs, and everyone will find their place. (para. 7)
Evervone here deserves to become a member of Harvard University, and everyone will play his
role here.

5, Isaiah Berlin remarked that governments fall because of ideas developed by a professor in the quiet
of his study, (para,9) N

Isaiah Berlin said that governments lose their power and influence because a professor has
created some new ideas and theories in his quict study.

Here President Summers intends to stress the power of ideas by quoting indirectly from
Isaiah Berlin’s essay “Two Concepts of Liberty” written in 1958, The original words read;

(Jver a hundred years ago, the German poet Heine warned the French not to underestimate
the power of ideas; philosophical concepts nurtured in the stillness of a professor’s study could
destroy a civilization, He spoke of Kant’s Crz'.tz'que of Pure Reason as the sword with which
German deism had been decapitated, and described the works of Rousseau as the blood-stained
weapon which, in the hands of Robespierre, had destroyed the old regime; and prophesied that
the romantic faith of Fichte and Schelling would one day be turned, with terrible effect, by their
fanatical German followers, against the liberal culture of the West .... (Berlin, 1. Two Concepts
of Liberty. In Four Essays on Liberty, Oxford University Press, 1969.)
fall; vi. to lose power or position ' :

% Regimes fall, revolutions come and go, but places never really change,

% The moment Mrs, Thatcher fell from power has left an imprint on the world’s economy.
fall: .

W ller risc has mirrored his fall,
quiet; 7. the state of being calm and without much noise

% the quiet of his own room, the quiet of the early morning

W, I go to the library for a little peace and quiet.

6. They are the way they are today only because of the development of new ideas, new conceptions, new
theories, new imaginations, (para, 100
The only reason for them 10 be in their present situation is that new ideas, conceptions, theories

and imaginations have been created and developed,



7.

10,

11,

This University is, above all, founded on a core conviction that ideas, their development, and their
transmission are what is ultimately most important, (para, 11)
Harvard University is set up based on a central belief that its most important mission is to
develop thoughts and ideas and pass them to different people in different places,
conviction;
1) a strong belief or opinion
% It is our firm conviction that a step forward has been taken.
2} If someone has a conviction, they have been found guilty of a crime in a court of law,

% The man was known to the police because of previous convictions.

+ ... Strengthening the undergraduate educational experience here is one of the most important

priorities that I face, {(para. 12)
Among so many important things that I have to deal with first, one is that I have to increase the
students’ knowledge acquisition for their first degree education,
priority: the most important thing you have to do or deal with, or must be done or dealt with
before everything else you have to do I
% Getting your priorities in order is a good way not to waste energy on meaningless pursuits.
% The proposals deserve support as they give priority to the needs of children.

%, T disagree with the view that econcmic development has/takes priority over environment,

How can you get the most out of your time here? (para, 12)
get/make the most (out) of something: to get the maximum use or take full advantage of
something

W Happiness is the ability to make the most of what you have,
&, Making the most of your hair means getting the cut and shape right.

I read this summer about how the great jurist, Oliver Wendell Holmes said that he had beenr—and
these are his words—“set on fire in his freshman year by reading the. essays of Emerson.”
(para, 13)
The great jurist, Oliver Wendell Holmes once said that, in his first year at college, by reading
the essays of Emerson, he had heen full of curiosity and very enthusiastic. I read about it this
SUTNIMET.
set fire to something/set it on fire;
1) start it burning in order to damage or destroy it

% They set fire to the car outside that building.

% Lightning set several buildings on fire,
2) cause to be very enthusiastic. excited, or passionate about something

& He was set on fire with this marvelous sight,

If I had but one wish for each of you, it is that in the years ahead you be set on fire.... (para. 13}
but: [ fmi ]| only
@ This is but one of the methods used to try and get through to the patients,



12,

13,

14,

15.

16,

& Napoleon and Marie Antoinette, to name but two who had stayed in the great state

rooms,

This University and its faculty have no more important goal than helping you in this quest. (para,
14
This request refers to the “wish” in the last sentence of the previous paragraph that students of

Harvard University develop a curious mind, a passion for understanding and progressing.

Fires can't be controlled, Passions caw't be predicted or planned, You are all different. (para, 14)
Fires are hard to control. We can never know or decide beforehand when you are fired with a
strong passion for your quest. You are totally different from each other and have your different

pursuits here,

What you will remember of your time here will be the special experiences, the things that really
catch your imagination, (para, 15)
experience: [ C] something that happens to you or something you do, especially something
important that affects you

® Moving had become a common experience for me.
Tell students to compare this use of experience with that of experience as an uncountable noun.
such as in the phrase ‘strengthening the undergraduate educational experience’ in para, 12,
which means ‘knowledge or skill in a particular job or activity, which you have gained because
you have done that for a long time,’

U He has also had managerial experience on every level,

% Experience has taught me that I should not be in any danger here.
catch/capture one’s imagination: If something catches your imagination, etc, you notice it or feel
interested in it,

U Italian football caught the imagination of the nation last season.

There is no more important responsihility for any of us as members of the faculty than teaching and
working with youn, the students of Harvard College. (para. 15)

The most important responsibility for the teaching staff here is to teach and work with the
students of Harvard College.

If there is something you really want to do, some curiosity that you want to pursue, make sure that
you do it, and don’t let anything stand in your way. (para. 15)
make sure: to do something so that something will definitely happen

% “Did you lock the front door?” “I think so, but I'd better make sure, ”

% Make sure that you follow the instructions carefully.
If something gets/stands/is in the way, it is in front of you and prevents you from going
somewhere or seeing something.

% “We wouldn’t get in the way,” Suzanne promised. “We'd just stand quietly in a corner, ”



