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Gonfucz'as-

Have you read these famous sayings :

Never impose upon others what you dislike yourself.

A superior man is modest in his speech, but is quick in his
actions.

Among any three people ,there must be the one who can
be my teacher.

Confucius was born in a poor family in the year 551 BC, and
he was born in the state of Lu at today’s Qufu in Shandong Province.
Confucius’ life as a child was sad. His father died when he was four
years old. His Mum kept the family from becoming hungry by working
ceaselessly, so he had to stay at home all by himself. He had an
unhappy life when he was small, but he worked hard at his studying
even in his childhood.

At the age of a little over twenty, he became a minor official
of the state. As he was very knowledgeable and serious in work, he
achieved great distinction in the job and thus became quite well-
known by the time he turned thirty. Confucius had been to many
principalities to advocate his political views and seek to help the princes
in administering their states. But his views and opinions seemed to have
fallen on deaf ears and consequently Confucius made up his mind to
devote all his energies to education. When people learned about this,
many of them asked him to teach their children. These children were all
accepted and in this way Confucius became the first man in history of
Chinese education to start a private school.

Think and say

What can we learn from the life of Confucious in his childhood?
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There was one young man of humble origin named Yan Hui who
wanted to be accepfed as Confucius’s student. But his family was
so poor that they even had difficulty in providing themselves with
daily necessaries. He was afraid he would be rejected as he could not
afford the tuition required. One day he came to under a big tree where
Confucius was giving lectures. He overheard Confucius say, “No
matter whom, I’m ready to accept them as students if they bring 10
pieces of preserved meat as tuition.” Yan Hui was greatly heartened
by this. He hastened back home and told his friends Zi Lu and Zi
Gong about it. A few days later, the three of them became Confucius’s
students.

Confucius often lectured to his students on the theme of
“benevolence”, preaching the importance of loving others. One day he
and his students happened to be journeying past the foot of Mount Tai
and saw a woman weeping mournfully at the side of a grave. When
asked why she was weeping like that, she said to Confucius, still
sobbing, “My father-in-law, my husband and my son had all been
eaten up by tigers at this place.” “Why not move away from here as
soon as you can?” asked Confucius . “Because the government here is
not that tyrannous!” On hearing this, Confucius turned to his students
and said, “So you see, a tyrannous government is even more to be
feared than fierce tigers, even harsher.”

And another time Confucius went on a speaking tour to the State
of Wei, accompanied by his students. On the way they discussed topics
as poetry, ethics, statecraft etc. The students had a great respect for
Confucius’ knowledge and wanted to know how he did in his own studies.
Confucius answered, “I used to sit alone thinking about this and that.

Sometimes I even forgot my meals or bedtime. Still I gained very little.
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Later I shifted to reading, but I did not benefit a great deal either. At
last I came to see that reading in a mechanical way without using my
brains was useless. On the other hand, if thinking is divorced from the
reality and no due attention is paid to reading, one will still be puzzled
by many things. One should constantly review what he has learned
and combine reading with thinking. In making use of the theories one
has learned to analyse the problems at hand, thus progress will be

achieved. ”

Show your opinions

Are Confucius thoughts about education such as teaching different
students in different ways, reviewing what he has learned, combining

reading with thinking etc still of great importance to modern education?

Confucius was a dedicated educator, he had accepted a total of
3000 students all his life, seventy-two of whom became outstanding
scholars. By running school, Confucius succeeded in propagating
his political views. At last, he and his students emerged as an
independent school of thought called Confucianism. The Confucian
school exerted a great impact on feudalism in China which lasted

thousands of years.

Do it yourself

Make a table: List the famous thinkers and their views and their works

in the Warring States Period.
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